
Behind the MASC
NEWSLETTER OF THE MEDALLIC ART SOCIETY OF CANADA

Dear Medalists and Medal Enthusiasts,

We are halfway through the year of 2021 and as the vaccines continue 
to roll out we are anticipating better times to come. Even with the 
lockdowns, MASC is still moving forward with a new website that 
has just been launched and The Spirit of the Group of Seven Exhibit 
that has been installed at the Algonquin Art Centre. The exhibit looks 
fantastic, a source of pride for all MASC members, as it awaits the 
anticipated opening June 14th with the hope it will continue until 
mid October.

In this issue of our newsletter I am pleased to have Holly Atkinson 
share her creative works in both medals and sculptures. Her art 
education, long time experience in the foundry and creative flair has 
formed an inspiring exquisite style all her own.

While some of us are finding it difficult to find inspiration during 
these times, the hybrid classroom at Rosedale Heights School of the 
Arts, Toronto is stirring up the creative imagination of six grade 
9 classes, (approx. 165 students) with the education of the medal. 
Thank you Janine for sharing this fun project; perhaps some will 
become future MASC members!

The latest virtual medal exhibit, Beethoven from National Academy 
of Art, Sofia is available to view. We send our thanks to Antonio 
Louvado and Lynden Beesley for their submissions as they represent 
Canadian medalists at this international project.

You are invited to share your thoughts and send an email on what 
you would like to see as our next theme for an exhibit. Would you be 
interested in a virtual exhibit? We would love your input!

In closing, I send the thanks of all members of MASC Council to 
everyone that has paid their 2021 dues and in doing their part to 
keep the society thriving. Not paid yet? Then visit our new web site at 
www.medallicart.ca, have a look around and keep up your member-
ship by paying online while you are there. 

Lorraine Wright 
President, MASC

June 3, 2021 , Issue 55

Inside:
 
2 
Holly Atkinson

7
Our New Website

6
Who Deserves a Medal
by Janine Lindgren 

14
Beethovan, Virtual  
International Exhibit
National Academy of Art. 
Sofia

15
The Latest Release from  
the Mint

16
The Spirit of the Group  
of Seven



     

holly atkinson 

“The first medallion I ever received was  
when I ran the 20k run in Paris. That  
began my interest in medals”

The Couple,
2006, bronze
85mm x 130mm x 10mm
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The Majestic
2020, Cast Bronze 
95mm x 95mm x 5mm

Natural disasters
Bronze

Genocide
Bronze

The Pine Tree At Sunset
2020, Cast Bronze 
62mm x 120mm x 4mm
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HOLLY ATKINSON continues

It seems since Covid, life is challenging and 
artists have had to re-evaluate and be flexible in 
making and selling their art.

I have always been an artist, at least in my mind. 
Early stories of my art in notebooks and sketch-
books were told to me by my family and teachers.

I loved to draw, to paint, to sculpt, all of it. I 
could never decide what I wanted to do, so I 
enrolled in the art education program at UFT 
and Sheridan College in the 1970’s. It was so 
interesting to me because there were many 
different studios as well as academic pursuits in 
anthropology and osteology.

I had always wanted to teach but decided when I 
was finished my degree, to travel out west to 
Alberta and start working. I freelanced for a 
couple of years before landing my first career 
job as a graphic artist with the City of Calgary.

I joined the fencing club, baseball teams and 
really enjoyed my time in the west until I decided 
to go to Paris, France for a few years. I needed 
to feed my soul and treat my eyes to the art of 
Europe.

I had travelled to Europe after my degree program 
in a whirlwind 3 month tour of cathedrals, 
churches, basilicas, museums and so many 
galleries, until my eyes hurt. That was the 
beginning of my thirst for history and art.

While in Paris, I worked au pair for two years 
while studying under the very talented painter, 
Edouard Georges Mac-Avoy, as well as freelanc-
ing as a graphic artist. This was the best experi-
ence of my life. I also fenced and travelled to 
many countries, absorbing so much art history 
and consuming a lot of cheese and bread.

The first medallion I ever received was when I 
ran the 20k run in Paris. That was the begin-
ning of my interest in medallions and medals. 

I returned to Canada in my mid 20’s, ready to 
take on the world.

I again took on a position as a graphic artist but 
was looking for more creativity.

Eventually, I applied for a position in an art 
foundry, whatever that was!

Eric Knoespel Sr. hired me as he thought my 
portfolio was diverse and I could add my skills to 
the foundry. I really had no idea what I was 
getting into, but loved it from the beginning.

I began as a wax technician, the first part of the 
process in the lost wax process of bronze casting. 
I eventually moved around the shop to mounter, 
mold maker, patineur and customer relations. I 
worked at Artcast for over 31 years and felt if I 
stayed any longer, I might be cast in bronze.

I loved metal. I loved bronze and still do. I love 
working in wax, adding and subtracting, melting 
and fusing. I experimented with texture, line, 
form and patinas.

I eventually met Del Newbigging who was cast-
ing his own medals and helping Dora Hunt. Del 
was such a great teacher, and I cherish knowing 
him and all that I learned from him. Dora Hunt 
was my introduction to a medalist who designed 
and produced medals in Canada. To hold them 
in your hands and see the wonder and detail in 
small bronze reliefs, is still fascinating to me.

I felt that medallions were so much work com-
pared to a larger sculpture, but I love bronze, 
relief and medals and so I continue to do both.

I still love to experiment and use textures, fabric 
and mixed media in my work.

I follow my own heart and do what inspires me. 
Usually nature and people I have met or seen, 
influence me in some way, whether it is conscious 
or not.4



I continue to look, observe, sculpt and be who I am 
in my art endeavours. Life is never dull and much 
too short, so keep creating.

The Viola
Bronze

Wired
Bronze

Giraffehorse
Bronze

Creative Mind
Bronze

Material Girl
Bronze
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Nature’s Last Refuge
Bronze

St.Joseph’s Baptismal Font
Bronze

Garden Man
Bronze

Birdwoman

In The Deep 
Mixed Media

6



     

Our New Website is here!
It was a long time coming but thanks to all who submitted 
images of your medals, for the members section.

Check it out at www.medallicart.ca
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Fall 2020, The Rat Megawa, just got a medal, I 
wondered what people’s reactions would be to 
this, or would creating a medal of a rat be more  
appropriate?

While teaching at Rosedale Heights School of 
the Arts, (Toronto District School Board), last 
fall, I wanted to introduce the art of the medal to 
the students. 

     

“Who Deserves a Medal?”

Megawa, heroic rat receives gold medal  for 

bravery, for helping to rid Cambodian farmers 

fields of land minds September 25, 2020

Honour, Tribute,
Commemoration,
Value,  Reward?

High School students create medals 
in answer to this question.

Below - 2007 China 1/2oz Colored Silver 
Medal - Lunar Series - Rat (Nanjing Mint)

Rat Patron Saint 2020 China  
80mm Brass Medal Lunar Series
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The process fit into the grade 9 curriculum; clay, 
additive and subtractive. I created a power point 
outlining the history of the medal and art of bas 
relief, some current works were shown, includ-
ing works by MASC members, and I brought in 
some medals of my own. Three grade 9 art 
teachers; Ju-Hye Ahn, Richard Haughton, and 
Nancy Maletin worked with their students to 
answer this question; “Who deserves a medal?” 
The students looked at examples of the main 
types of medals; awards, commemoratives, 
souvenirs, religious, portraits, artistic, society 
medals, and currency---coins.

The subject the students chose to honour with a 
medal were all individual, the teachers wanted to 
give them free choice, to see what they would 
come up with. I showed the students the medal 
I created for my mother, honouring women at 
the 2018 FIDEM congress, and tried not to 
influence them even though I said, “Every good 
mother deserves a medal”!

Perhaps it’s the nature of the art form, medals 
inheritanly have both value that is precious/
monetary (being made of gold, silver, bronze), as 
well as the moral value; as it is a real honour to 
be given a medal or to be the subject on one. To 
be challenged to create a medal with an open 
theme, focuses the mind to evaluate what is 
important enough to be recognized and com-
memorated, deserving of a tribute. selecting what 
each individual values. The students had some 
deep thinking and research to do. 

There was only one stipulation; the work had to 
fit into a circular take out container, as kits were 
made up for the students to work at school and 
at home, during the hybrid model of learning 
during covid. Medals were created using clay 
which was fired in a kiln, by the ceramics teacher, 
Emily Lim. Another class used an air-dry clay. 
They were finished with a metallic monochrome 
or mulitcoloured patina using acrylic paints. 

Student work started from sketches to finish. 
1. sketching ideas/compositions 
2. drawing on clay, layered shapes beside 
3. modelling clay medal 
4. clay medal, complete, unfinished  
5. finished and patina medal

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f A
PO

PO

Ariana Wille:  “Eraserhead”
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A wide variety of subjects began to emerge as 
students chose to depict current issues, relevant 
and important, social justice like Black Lives 
Matter, Indigenous rights, the environment, the 
current pandemic. Other students were inspired 
by individuals they admired and thought deserv-
ing of a medal. And of course, being teenage art 
students, there were some anime-influenced 
medals. 

Plants and animals, lovely and beautiful sub-
jects, began to take shape; some were family pets, 
others were hard working pollinators.  Flora and 
Fauna also became symbols for experiences…
such as rebirth, endurance, extinction and dis-
tinction, as well as virtues such as love and hope. 

 

Lucy, Ying Yang Mice Charlotte 
Remembering Satchel

Clara.,   
Tribute to the Lilies

Sophia,   
Amity Award

Adreanna, Buzzy BoiIvy, The Beauty of Life

There are Birds and Bees,

plants and trees,

Mice and cats, but no rats.

There was an aunt, a grandmother 
but no mothers; glad I did not 
influence any others!

Richard Haughton, demonstrating to grade 9 
students how to roll out clay to different thick-
ness, using wood bars and rolling pin. thicker for 
base layer, cut a circle with a plastic container, 
cut thinner shape for top layer, and how to score 
and slip and attach clay together.
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For many students, this was the first time mod-
eling clay, and learning the bas-relief technique.  
The teachers helped them select a composition 
from their sketches, and then demonstrated how 
to begin working with clay. We think they did a 
wonderful job of not only creating beautiful  
images, but also incorporating complex concepts. 
We felt it was a good/challenging project for this 
age group, as this past year has given us many 
issues to consider that affect not only us as 
individuals but as a global society. We are proud 
of what they accomplished, for their first medal 
design. Six grade nine classes, approximately 
165 students created medals. I am sorry I could 
not showcase them all, but I think we chose a 
cross selection of themes. 

I requested some students send me their artist 
statements, (maybe there should have been a 
max of 50 words, like MASC medal entries, 
because some were long,) but in return, true to 
the heart explanations of their medals arrived. 
And in that spirit I did not have the heart to ask 
the students to edit down their statements. It 
gives us insight into what young art students 
and teen’s value.  Some students show evidence 
of early statement writing, where they are taught 
to describe their work through the elements 
and principals of art and design. But all go on 
to include the concept or just go direct to the 
concept. We were impressed by the hard issues 
some chose to showcase; but also impressed by 
the beauty of their compositions, challenged by 
the circular format, not the usual rectangle; and 
their ability to manipulate a new medium and a 
new art form for them.  

“The students enjoyed the process of coming up with 
ideas for their medals and then creating the medal-
lion with clay. It was wonderful to see how they each 
approached the assignment from different perspec-
tives. Some were quite personal, with imagery of 
loved ones and causes that were dear to them, while 
others simply chose to represent a favourite game or 
animal. Overall it was very successful.” 

Nancy Maletin

Eloise working on her medal.

Abbygail,  “Lyn the Pioneer”.... 
 who came to Canada to be a nurse

“The students really enjoyed the whole process. 
I think they really liked the idea of rewarding 
someone or something with a medal and they 
came up with a wide variety of ideas including 
cats, rats and all kinds of other animals, mums, 
the environment and cartoon characters. It was 
fun to watch them developing ideas, then build-
ing those designs in clay and finally adding 
some colour in acrylic. We used self-drying clay 
and acrylic paint and then a coat of varnish.”

Richard Haughton.

As we go to press, it has just come to light, that 
indeed one student did make a medal for her 
mother, “Lyn the Pioneer”. Ok so maybe I did 
have some influence. 

Janine Lindgren
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Claire, Hope Floats

Eva, 
Day and Night

Kinga, 
Shelter

Charlotte, Norman Coco,  Victory Among UsSage,  Phoenix ‘21Aliyah, To Reach the Sky

Kairo Alley-Boulanger;  
Peace Was A Lie

Grace, Seashell Spiral

Teagan,
Face Time

Jenny,
Waxing and Waining

Isabelle,
Peeking Bunny/Survival

Calla,
Ying Yang Koi

Quinn,
 Untitled

Lucy,
Universal Moon

Ella,
In the Warm Spring Sun

Isobel
Swimming with the Fishes

Sidonie ,
“Swoop”

Lily,
Elephant

Jonah,
Untitled
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Olivia,  Oluwatoyin Salau

Ava, True Owl.

Madelaine, Pathway, 
Eduation for All

Beth, Psyche

Lily, Rays Ella, Glass Blown Vessel

Amelia, Butterfly DanceZoe ,  BEE. Maya, Community Love

Sofia,, Fa Mulan

Abigail, Fern’s Medallion

 Maddie, Snake  
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THE LATEST RELEASE  
FROM THE MINT

The Royal Canadian Mint celebrates the legacy of 
the Avro CF-105 Arrow with artist Stephen Quick’s 
design on a 1 oz. silver $20 coin. The Avro Arrow, 
totally designed and built in Canada, is considered an 
aviation marvel. In the 1950s, this supersonic aircraft 
was heralded as the fastest and highest-flying 
interceptor. It was, and remains, an inspiring symbol 
of Canadian ingenuity and engineering excellence.

In 1953, A.V. Roe Canada Ltd. 
was commissioned to develop 
a supersonic interceptor that 
would bolster North America’s 
air defences during the Cold 
War. Production began at the 
company’s facilities in the town 
of Malton, Ontario, and on Oc-
tober 4, 1957, the first Arrow, 
RL-201, was unveiled to great 
fanfare. After a successful first 
flight on March 25, 1958, four 
more prototypes were com-
pleted, plus one Arrow Mk. 2. 
The twin-engine, delta-winged 
Arrow was hailed as a techno-
logical triumph; it was the first 
production aircraft to adopt a 
fly-by-wire flight control sys-
tem, while the newly developed 
Iroquois PS-13 turbojet engine 
would have allowed it to fly 
at a speed exceeding Mach 
2—twice the speed of sound. 
But on February 20, 1959, the 
government cancelled the proj-
ect due to mounting costs and 
the advent of the missile age. 
All CF-105 Arrow prototypes, 
models, plans and equipment 
were to be destroyed, though 
some surviving artifacts can be 
found in Canadian museums.99.99% pure silver coin

(mint.ca)

15
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Algonquin Art Centre - Opening Update
Greetings AAC Artists! 
We hope you’re all doing well and are excited for a new season of art in Algonquin Park! We wanted to 
quickly write you with an update about our opening date: due to Ontario’s most recent 3-tier reopen-
ing plan, we’ve had to push our reopening back to JUNE 14TH, 2021, pending any further restrictions. 
Although this is another bump in the proverbial road, we’re more confident than ever that this year’s 
show is going to be a success, based not only on the quality of work, but on the response and interest 
from our patrons and gallery visitors. In other words, we’re optimistic about a great rebound year for 
the AAC, and hope you are too.

Matt and I would also like to thank you again for your patience, understanding and - perhaps most im-
portantly - for giving us such incredible work to display at the Algonquin Art Centre. We’re really blown 
away with the quality of this year’s show, and we feel so fortunate to have such a positive and talented 
roster of artists behind our gallery. So thank you for that and talk soon! 
Best wishes, 
Joel Irwin & Matt Coles 
Algonquin Art Centre

MEDALLIC ART SOCIETY OF CANADA GROUP OF SEVEN EXHIBIT – 2021

The Medallic Art Society Of Canada
412 Roncesvalles Ave. Suite 115, Toronto, ON M6R 2N2

info@medallicart.ca
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