
Behind the MASC
NEWSLETTER OF THE MEDALLIC ART SOCIETY OF CANADA

Dear Medallists and Medal Enthusiasts,

When we embarked on 2020, I think I can say for everyone, that 
the year had many surprises and uncertainties in store for us! Our 
routines were disrupted, events cancelled, missed visits with family, 
friends and with concerns for loved ones. And, if you were like me 
there was a lot more baking and a lot less medalmaking! But, the 
year has finally come to a close. As we look ahead in anticipation 
towards 2021, I hope that inspiration and creativity carries you 
with a renewed sense of hope. 

We look forward to the Group of Seven exhibit in the Algonquin 
Centre this year, as well as FIDEM, XXVI in Tokyo.But, please 
keep creating new medals for the next exhibit to come.

Congratulations to Susan Taylor who has been elected to be on the 
FIDEM executive. Canada will have someone at the FIDEM table 
for all the international decisions. 

We would like to hear from you to share your stories, and your 
work with members in the coming newsletters. Your ideas and 
thoughts can inspire us all.

Please stay safe and I extend best wishes for a Happy New Year 
from myself and all the members of the MASC Executive.

Lorraine Wright
President, MASC

December 30, 2020 , Issue 54 
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2020 SALTUS AWARD
Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Art of the Medal

ANNA FRANZISKA SCHWARZBACH

The American Numismatic Society is pleased to 
announce the winner of the 2020 J. Sanford Saltus 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Art of 
the Medal. Awarded to the German artist Anna 
Franziska Schwarzbach at a ceremony in Berlin, 
Germany, on Thursday, 3rd December.

Anna Franziska Schwarzbach was born in 1949 in 
Saxonia, Germany, into an artist’s household. Her 
father, Hans Brockhage, was himself a well-known 
sculptor in East Germany. Ms. Schwarzbach studied 
architecture and later art. Since the 1970s, she has 
worked as a sculptor and medallist in Berlin, where 
since 1990 her sculptures have been displayed in 
many public places. Her significant oeuvre as a 
medallist delves at times deep into German history, 
but ultimately her main focus is on portraiture, in 
particular of subjects who were often ignored in 
more official medallic art. Unusual too is her 
preferred medium of cast iron, which since the 
19thcentury has been used as an artistic medium in 
Germany especially in Berlin where it was promted 
by Karl Friedrich Schinkel. 

The J. Sanford Saltus Award has been awarded on a 
regular basis since 1913, and Schwarzbach is one of 
eleven women who have received this prestigious 
award in the field of medallic sculpture. Other 
female recipients were Laura G. Fraser (USA, 
1926), Gertrude G. Lathrop (USA, 1950), Karen 
Worth (USA, 1979), Ewa Olszewska-Borys (Poland, 

1993), Marianne Letterie (Netherlands, 1994), 
Nicola Moss (UK, 1996), Leonda Finke (USA, 
1997), Jeanne Stevens-Sollman (USA, 1999),  
Dora de Pédery-Hunt (Canada, 2003); Mashiko 
(USA, 2019). Schwarzbach, after Bernd Göbel 
(2000), is the second German sculptor to receive 
the internationally renowned prize.

Anna Franziska Schwarzbach, awarded the Saltus 
Medal on Thursday, 3 December, at 12 noon EST 
(GMT +1) in Berlin. The program included presen-
tations by Dr. Ute Wartenberg, ANS President and 
member of the Saltus Award committee, Professor 
Dr. Bernhard Weisser, Coin Cabinet, Berlin, a 
member of the Saltus Award Advisory Committee 
and Mr. Thomas Bauer-Friedrich, director of the 
Kunstmuseum Moritzburg Halle (Saale) where a 
large solo exhibition of Anna Franziska Schwarz-
bach’s oeuvre will be shown in 2021. A short film 
about the artist, which was commissioned for the 
ceremony, will also be shown.

Anyone interested in the event (in English and 
German) can join via Cisco Webex:  
https://spk-berlin.webex.com/meet/b.weisser. 

The American Numismatic Society, organized in 
1858 and incorporated in 1865 in New York State, 
operates as a research museum and is recognized 
as a publicly supported organization.

Anna Franziska Schwarzbach,  
Martin Luther, 2011, Iron, 104–109 mm 



     

More works by Anna Franziska-Schwarzbach visit:
https://www.franziska-schwarzbach.de/medaillen/

Video - Anna Franziska Schwarzbach - Winner of the J. Sanford Saltus Medal Award: 
https://vimeo.com/481241178

Fritz 1978, Elsen, 90 mm 

Paul-Gerhardt,  
Medaille der Evangelischen  
Kirche Berlin-Brandenburg,  
2006, Bronze. 108mm 

Alter Fritz, 2012, Bronze. 94 x 100mm 

Friedrich der Große,  
nach Johannes Eckstein, 
2012, Bronze, 91 x 73 mm

Taufmedaille Konstantin,  
2007, Silber,  2006, 97 mm 
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FIDEM Canada is pleased to offer a special sale 
of the limited edition FIDEM CANADA XXXV 
2018 Congress medal. Each gold plated medal 
struck by the Royal Canadian Mint comes with a 
plastic stand packaged in a black pouch gold 
stamped with the RCM logo. 

There are 67 medals available out of the original 
issue of 200. FIDEM members all over the world 
hold the first 125 medals. The price is $100 per 
medal, stand, gold stamped pouch and includes 
shipping. As an added bonus FIDEM Canada 
will email a wonderful article describing the 
medal in detail as a thank you.

“... the medal’s design with evident themes of nation-
alism on the obverse and motherhood/family on the 
reverse goes beyond its original purpose as a FIDEM 
medal. I did my purchase based on the reverse design 
and the arrival of a granddaughter during the year. 
It will make a fine commemorative piece and family 
heirloom for my daughter and husband.”

- Paul Petch

FIDEM Canada is a member of the International 
Art Medal Federation (FIDEM). With over 40 
member countries, FIDEM’s aim is to promote 
the art of the medal internationally through 
publications and a biennial Congress / Exhibit.

https://www.fidem-medals.org/history.html

Price:  
$100 - includes a gold embossed pouch, 
stand and shipping with an emailed article 
describing the medal as a thank you

Contact: 
Susan Taylor, FIDEM Canada Vice Delegate 
Susan.taylor@sympatico.ca

Title:  
FIDEM Canada 2018 Congress Medal

Material:  
Gold Plated Muntz Brass 
Size: 78 mm - tip to flat 
Date: 2018

Artist:  
Designed and engraved  by Susan Taylor, 
retired RCM Senior Engraver

FIDEM CANADA XXXV 2018  
Congress medal - limited edition
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ROYAL CANADIAN MINT DONATES $400,000 
TO BREAKFAST CLUB OF CANADA 

All illustrations are courtesy of the Royal Canadian Mint

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, December 21, 2020 – 
The Mint is very pleased to announce that its 
special Recognition Medal program to date has 
raised a total of $400,000 for the Breakfast Club 
of Canada COVID-19 Emergency Fund. This 
significant donation was made possible by the 
tens of thousands of Canadians who bought 
medals to express gratitude to an essential 
worker or someone special who made a differ-
ence throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“This special project exceeded our expectations 
in every way – from the generosity of Canadians, 
to the pride felt by each employee who donated 
their personal time and expertise to this fund-
raising effort,” said Marie Lemay, President and 
CEO of the Royal Canadian Mint. “We are 
gratified to have helped raise $400,000 for 
children and families living with food insecuri-
ty.” 

“As 2020 draws to a close, we are taking the 
time and opportunity to reflect and appreciate 
our blessings even more. The Club’s work to 
stop food insecurity has never been more im-
portant, but neither has the essential support 
and trust of our partners,” said Daniel Germain, 
President and Founder of Breakfast Club of 
Canada.  “We are so lucky to have been support-
ed by the Canadian Royal Mint. We thank them 
for the medal they generously created in honour 
of Canadian essential workers, and for donating 

the benefits from that medal to the Club. Your 
support and that of all Canadians who bought 
the medal is positively impacting the lives of 
thousands of children.” 

In 2020, when so many Canadians have not 
been able to give hugs or say ‘thank you’ in 
person, these medals are a tangible way for 
people to express their appreciation, while 
raising money for an organization fighting child-
hood hunger.  

The Recognition Medal retails for $9.95 and all 
net proceeds go Breakfast Club of Canada. The 
nickel-plated steel medal that includes a magnet, 
so its deserving recipient may proudly wear it on 
either engraved side. 

On one side is a heart and maple leaf icon 
representing the collective spirit of Canadians. 
The maple leaf and heart as one symbolize 
Canadians banding together to help those in 
need. A complex array of micro-mirrors covering 
the heart creates a pulsating light effect that 
evokes Canada’s strong heartbeat.  

The second side represents our nation’s grateful 
spirit. The heart in the centre of the group 
symbolizes Canadians coming together in 
appreciation for our essential workers.  We 
recognize their dedication and bravery, and the 
micro text represents the thankful voices of a 
nation. 
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ERIC KNOESPEL - 1934 - 2020 

KNOESPEL, Eric Otto Herbert Eric Otto Herbert 
Knoespel passed away on December 4, 2020, in 
Georgetown, Ontario in his 87 year. He will be 
missed by his children Andrea (Frank), Marcus 
(Cathy), son-in-law François, and by his grand-
children Jessica, Madison (Drew), Erich (Ryan), 
and Eva. Eric was predeceased by his wife 
Siglinde and his daughter Mona. Eric will also 
be missed by his brother Bruno (and family) in 
Brandenburg, Germany. Eric was born in east 
Germany in 1934. His mother died while he was 
eight years old and with his father off to war, he 
was schooled at Kloster Lenine. As a young man 
he began apprenticing as a gardener. His  
apprenticeship led him to Werder (Havel). 

With help from his boss and mentor, Bruno 
Krause, Eric was able to escape east Germany 
under the guise of visiting a “relative” for a 
bicycle race. Cycling was one of Eric’s many 
life-long passions. Eric found a job as a gardener 
in Sweden where he met his soon-to-be wife 
Siglinde. Together they made plans to get mar-
ried, start a family, and move to a new country. 
Eric travelled first to Canada in 1958 to get him-
self established before being joined the follow-
ing year by Siglinde and his first-born child, 
Andrea. With a growing family to support and 
his determined nature, Eric explored a few 
different career options until he found his 
calling as a foundryman. Eric’s legacy spans 
Canadian manufacturing and fine-art. Known as 
Mr. Artcast, Eric was the founder of Artcast Inc., 
one of Canada’s longest operating art foundries. 
Of his many accomplishments, he was the first 
Canadian foundry to cast a Prime Minister for 
Parliament Hill in Ottawa. He also cast the 

monument for the Juno Beach Centre in  
Normandy, France. Every sculpture past, present, 
and future cast at Artcast is a testament to his 
hard work, determination, and dedication to the 
metal casting industry and to the Canadian art 
scene. He is fondly remembered by many. 

Eric’s family is extremely grateful to all the staff 
at Amica Georgetown for the care and comfort 
that Eric experienced. Laura, Michelle, and the 
Memory care staff always made a point of keep-
ing Eric in contact with his family with video 
calls, phone calls, and even a socially distanced 
coffee and cake outside for his birthday. Due to 
the nature of the world currently, there will not 
be any funeral service. There are plans to host a 
celebration of life and legacy when it is safe to 
do so. If you wish to donate in Eric’s name, 
please donate to a charity of your choice. As 
those who knew Eric know, he had a love for the 
arts, motorcycling, soaring, and bicycling.
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MASC says goodbye 
 to an old friend

Eric Knoespel was a familiar face at art 

events and sculpture exhibits. He was a 

great supporter of the arts and a director of 

the MASC board for many years. In 2014 

Eric celebrated 50 years of foundry service. 

He was proud of  his professional art foundry 

that gave attention to detail, stunning finishes, 

customer service, highly experienced staff. 

Eric explains the casting process to the medal making 
class from the Mississauga Sculpture Studio 2003

Paul Petch, Eileen Millen, Eric Knoespel and  
Paul Johnson, Third Annual General Meeting, 2005.

Eric eand Dora respond to questions 
on a Foundry Tour at the Second  
Annual General Meeting of MASC. 
Eric and Artcast staff hosted the 
event at the foundry in Georgetown 
in September 2003.

MASC Remembers:
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Goodbye and Farewell, But not Forgotten 
I worked at Artcast for over 31 years and said 
farewell in December 2020 to my former boss, 
Eric Knoespel Senior. I remember well when he 
hired me and looked at my portfolio and 
thought I would be a good fit to the team. He 
was always interested in what you were doing, 
in your life and especially in artists.

He told us of his life in Germany, moving to 
Sweden and then to Canada in 1958. He loved 
his family and was proud of them all.

He began his career in the bronze casting 
industry as a partner in industrial casting but 
soon found a niche for sculptors and sculpture.

At that time, there were few foundries in Cana-
da and Eric became the leader in lost wax 
bronze casting. 

Eric was not only my employer but became my 
mentor, friend and art critic. He had a great eye 
and loved to go to art shows and support artists. 
He always had time for everyone and knew his 
craft very well.

His castings can be found all over Canada, as 
well as in Normandy with the Juno Beach 
monument. He cast many of Dora de Pédery-
Hunt medallions during her lifetime.

He cast small medallions to large monumental 
sculpture and took pride in the quality of his art 
in the metal casting industry.

He was an interesting man and was interested 
in the art world.

He promoted and encouraged us all to be better 
and do better.

He will always have a place in my heart and I 
shall remember that twinkle in his eye.

Farewell Eric but not forgotten.
Holly Atkinson

MASC was fortunate to have Eric’s support during 
the first formative years. His generosity was un-
matched through his support of the MASC newslet-
ter, brilliantly edited and produced by John Caro-
lan; dear husband of the late Del Newbigging, our 
first president of MASC.

Eric’s support was evident in other ways.  In partic-
ular I remember the wonderful Annual General 
Meeting sponsored by ArtCast. MASC members 
were treated to a tour of the ArtCast foundry 
followed by a delicious luncheon at a nearby 
restaurant in Milton. There was also a wonderful 
display of Dora de Pedery Hunt’s work. Dora talked 
about her experience coming to Canada and 
starting her career as a sculptor  of fine art medals. 
It was such an enjoyable and inspiring time.

The memory of this event is especially cherished 
because it brings memories of others who have gone 
before us. The names that immediately come to 
mind are Dora de Pedery Hunt, Anne Lazare 
Mirvish, Del Newbigging, and Eileen Millen.

Thank you to Eric and to ArtCast! 
Susan Taylor

MASC Remembers continues
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My first memory of him goes back to 1970 when I 
first toured Artcast in its early stages with May Marx 
and Wyndham Lawrence (both past presidents of 
the SSC).

My fondest memory, however, is breaking bread and 
consuming a fine bottle (just the two of us) in a 
stunning French Chateau restaurant in the Ottawa 
Valley on the occasion of the seminal MASC show 
at the War Museum.

I always perked up when he showed up for open-
ings at the Sculpture Centre and enjoyed helping 
curate the amazing show we gave them a couple 
(3,4) years ago.

Richard McNeill

I knew the name “Artcast” back in my University 
days, when I was learning how to cast in bronze. 
However, it was twenty years later when I walked 
through the doors of Artcast with my first medal, 
encouraged by a medal class instructed by Del 
Newbigging. The front office was proudly displayed 
with artist bronzes. The first person I met was Eric, 
who after testing my casting knowledge said “oh my, 
you are way out-of-date” and proceeded to give me a 
tour of the foundry. He showed me every detail of 
their process, introduced me to staff members, 
explained their role and showed examples. I remem-
ber this tour like it was yesterday, his enthusiasium 
for the craft, pride in his staff and appreciation for 
the artist work made it a memorable time. 

I returned many times with small medals and 
regardless of what major projects were in the foundry, 
Eric always had time and enthusiasm.

Eric Knoespel will be missed by the medal arts 
community and all who knew him.

Lorraine Wright
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  “THE MEDAL -  THIS IS ME”  

15th INTERNATIONAL MEDALLIC PROJECT 2020 - Bulgaria

The 15th International Project of NNA Medallic Sculpture Studio

THE MEDAL - THIS IS ME” / La Medaille - C’est Moi“ because medals reflect different aspects of our 
lives, our joys and sorrows, dreams and disappointments. So the traditional ones for the project seven 
medal sessions have the following names: 

1  MY HOME,  
2  MY TEMPLE,  
3  MY SCHOOL,  
4  MY FAMILY,  
5  MY REFUGE,  
6  MY WAY 
7  MYSELF.

The annual medal project started in 2006 and is held annually in the months of February, March, April, 
May, October, November and December. It is intended as a parallel curriculum for additional incentive for 
students from the medal Studio at the National Academy of Arts, but due to the great interest in the project, 
we invite colleagues from other countries as well as students from other educational institutions. This 
creative collaboration gives a unique opportunity for young medalists to get acquainted with different 
world trends, concepts and styles. 

For the past 14 years, 98 working sessions have been held at which about 3500 medals and medal objects 
were presented. At the end of each working session a virtual exhibition of all participants is organized with 
a poster catalog that can be viewed on several websites. 

At the Academy of Arts, we arrange one-day exhibition of works in material. These are monthly exhibitions 
are very attractive to young artists in their first steps in the art of the medal, and promote its popularization. 
Contributing to this is the regular participation of both established and young authors from different 
countries. The project participants have complete freedom to interpret the topics as well as to choose 
materials and techniques. 

To participate in the project it is necessary to send a picture of a 300 dpi. to:

Prof. Bogomil Nikolov , medalstudiosofia@gmail.com

To view all posters please visit:
http://msss.artmedal.net/msss/msss_medal_project_2020.html
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MASC MISSION STATEMENT
The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the  

creation, promotion, appreciation, and education of the fine art of the medal

MASC Council
Lorraine Wright - President Past Presidents -  

Janine Lindgren - Vice President Sarah Tothill (2011 - 2014)

Paul Petch - Webmaster & Treasurer Doug Taylor  (2010- 2011)

Directors -   Paul Petch   (2008 - 2010)

  Lynden Beesley  Sauliius Jaskus  (2006 - 2008)

 Geert Maas  Susan Taylor (2003 - 2006)  
 Richard McNeill  Del Newbigging (2000 - 2003)

 Andrea Yermy   

   

    

Reminder - MASC Membership 2021
Membership dues will be due January 1st 2019, for the 2019 calendar year.

 Business and Institutions  $60.00
 Individual $40.00
 Student $20.00  (enrolled in full time program)
Please pay in Canadian funds for Canadian addresses; US funds for all other locations.

MASC Renewal or New Membership Application
Please fill in the above form if new information for MASC is required

Name:

Address:

Telephone: Email:

PAYPAL is available at medallicart.ca   Click on “Renew or Join MASC”    
  OR
MAIL cheque to:  The Medallic Art Society Of Canada
  412 Roncesvalles Ave. Suite 115 
  Toronto, ON M6R 2N2

16


	Address 6: 
	Address 7: 
	Address 8: 
	Telephone # 4: 
	Text Field 11: 
	Name 4: 


