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Dear MASC Members,

FIDEM XXXV made it an especially good start to the summer for 

Canadian medal enthusiasts. It was a chance to display our medals, 

while admiring other medals from around the world. It was an 

opportunity to learn and share information from new acquaintances, 

while enjoying what the City of Ottawa had to offer. We have 

Lynden Beesley, (FIDEM delegate) and Susan Taylor (FIDEM 

vice-delegate) to thank for the volumes of work that they did to bring 

the international crowd to Canada for the FIDEM XXXV Congress.

Our MASC exhibit in the Ottawa Art School of Art gallery was a 

big success. Our exhibit coincided with the conference allowing the 

opening reception to be enjoyed by our congress participants. It was 

also a pleasure for me to meet so many of our members. The school 

staff was very accommodating and the exhibit of international 

miniature prints complimented the medals for an added interest to 

the event. Everyone enjoyed fine snacks as the owner of International 

Cheese, located around the corner, outdid himself with his impres-

sive trays of international cheeses, meats and paté. 

I thank everyone for their participation and support.

Oh what a party!...

Lorraine Wright,

President, MASC
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MASC Newsletter 
Greetings from FIDEM Canada, 
 
 
The FIDEM XXXV World Congress in 
Ottawa is now over and yes, it was a 
success.  Thank you to everyone who 
submitted medals and who attended the 
Congress and its many events.  I am so 
proud of FIDEM Canada.  The core 
committee of women, in keeping with the 
theme of “Women and Women in the 
Natural Sciences” were Susan Taylor, 
Exhibition Chair and FIDEM Vice Delegate, 
Canada,  Lorraine Wright,  Catalogue Chair 
and MASC President and myself, Lynden 
Beesley, Congress Chair and FIDEM 
Delegate, Canada.   
 
By working together and sharing the workload the Congress came together.  However, this was 
not due to us alone and we are grateful to the FIDEM Executive and President Philip Attwood, 
our medal photographer Douglas Taylor, to our photographer at large, Hannah Jeloneck ( 
Poland), to the Graphic design students from George Brown college as well as our planners DR 
Dunlop and Associates. We are also mindful and thankful for the generous financial support of 
our sponsors and donors FIDEM, The Royal Canadian Mint, The University of Bergen, The 
Bank of Canada, The Douglas  Ferguson History Foundation and the Medallic Art Society of 
Canada.  
 
In case you had not realized why the theme of Women was chosen and the location for the 
XXXV Congress and Exhibition, I think it bears mentioning.  The theme was chosen because 
when our committee were looking for an exhibition space it was realised that May 2018 was the 
100th anniversary of the 1918 Act to confer the Electoral Franchise upon Women. In 1918 
parliament was sitting in the Victoria Building because of a fire in the Parliament buildings 

themselves.   
 
The Victoria Building is now home to 
the Canadian Museum of Nature. 
The Medal Exhibition was showcased 
on the mezzanine level in the very 
building and the room where the 
statute was passed. The Canadian 
Museum of Nature was a wonderful 
venue for the Congress and Exhibition 
because there was plenty of space for 
us to host parallel lecture series, 
workshops, special events as well as 
opening and closing ceremonies The 
RCM also had excellent in-house 
catering and a restaurant.   
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The XXXV FIDEM World Congress 
began on Tuesday afternoon May 29th 

with the Executive Committee, 
Consultative Committee and Delegates 
meetings in the Barrick Boardroom at 
the Canadian Museum of Nature.  
President Philip Attwood chaired these 
meetings together with FIDEM General 
Secretary and Webmaster, Marie Astrid 
Pelsdonk and Anna Pereira, FIDEM 
Treasurer. At these meetings the 
passing of FIDEM members is recorded 
New delegates and Vice delegates are 
announced. The financial report is 
discussed and the webmasters report Is given the location of the next Congress is discussed. 
Delegates have an opportunity to ask questions and to notify the executive about their 
respective countries wishes. These meetings help the FIDEM executive plan for the future. 
Forty people were in attendance. 
 
Tuesday evening the United States Delegation hosted the Delegates Reception.  
The reception took place in the beautiful Queens Lantern room at the CMN.  It was an elegant 
affair with canapes and cocktails.   
 

 
 
A presentation was made to all the delegates by Jeanne Stevens Sollman, US FIDEM Delegate 
of a beautiful softly textured white flower medal created by Lindley Briggs. Sir James Malone 
Beach knighted two new knights to the order of the Chiquita: Polly Purvis and George Cuhaj. 
 
The American delegation broke with tradition by 
awarding the J.Sanford Saltus award for 
Outstanding Achievement in the Art of the Medal.  
The 2018 award was given to the Dutch medal 
artist Geer Stein. The medal was presented by 
Donald Scarcini, a member of the Citizens 
Coinage Advisory Committee since 2005, and who 
serves as a member of several prestigious award 
committees for coin and medal designs including 
the J. Sanford Saltus Award and the Krause Coin 
of the Year Award. 
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Wednesday morning May 30th. The opening Ceremony for the 35th FIDEM World Congress 
  

was held in the CMN Theatre.  The ceremony 
commenced by acknowledging that we were gathered 
on the traditional unceded lands of the 
Algonquin  Anishinaabe  People. Grandmother, 
Monique Renaud, a Métis of Algonquin and Huron-
Wendat ancestry blessed the Congress with a 
traditional smudging ceremony. The Mayor of the City 
of Ottawa, His Worship Jim Watson then brought 
words of welcome from the City of Ottawa. 
 
Little did I think when I became FIDEM delegate 10 
years ago that Canada would have the opportunity to 

host such a such a prestigious gathering. My predecessor, Delegate Del Newbigging had told 
me at my first Congress that it was his desire to see the FIDEM World Congress in Canada. It 
seemed like a great idea then and now FIDEM President Philip Attwood was welcoming the 
world to the Congress. After 4 years of work the 35th FIDEM Congress 
was finally underway.  
 
Mr Michael Groves the Director, Development & Applied Technology of 
the R&D team for the Royal Canadian Mint was introduced and spoke 
about the Congress medal. Mr Groves leads a team of managers, 
product engineers and technicians dedicated to the scale up of 
innovative numismatic products and new technologies.  He is also 
responsible for the Medals branch, a team dedicated to manufacturing 
a portfolio of highly regarded medals, medallions and tokens.  Susan 
Taylor was the designer of the XXXV FIDEM Congress Medal. 
  

This was followed by two Plenary Sessions.  The 
first was delivered by Mr Paul S. Berry, Chief Curator of the Bank of 
Canada Currency Museum. Mr Berry is the manager of the Collection 
Services Unit of the Museum which is responsible for the research, 
development and maintenance of the National Currency Collection. Mr 
Berry‘s talk was about Robert Tait McKenzie, a Canadian physician, 
educator, sculptor, athlete, soldier and Scouter. Plaque shown. We are 
also grateful to Mr Berry because through his auspices we were invited to 
a reception and tour of the new Currency Museum 

Ildiko Hencz,  Dora De Pedery Hunts Niece and Emily Hencz-Thornton, Ildiko Hencz daughter 
presented the second session.  Emily was the speaker.  These two women had lived with Dora 
de Pedery Hunt, Canada’s eminent Medal artist and the first FIDEM Delegate to Canada. Emily 
spoke about Dora from a personal perspective and made Dora come alive with some of her 
priceless anecdotes They also brought with them a variety of Dora’s special medals to for show 
and tell. Some of these medals were for sale at the medal fair.  

In the afternoon the parallel lecture series commenced in both the Theatre and in the Barrick 
Rotunda. The first afternoons topics were “Women as Makers” and “Her Story1, Women on 
Medals” . There were 10 different presenters.  Their themed lectures will be published in full in 
the Medaille.  
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At 7pm the Opening Reception for the Medal Exhibition took place in the Barrick Rotunda.  
 
Mr Daniel Richer dit LaFléche, an Abenaki (Algonguin) story teller and Town Crier called the 
meeting to order using his prestigious talking stick. He explained how holding the talking stick 

gave him the privilege of speaking.   
CMN President ,Meg Bechel was welcomed to 
the podium by Lynden Beesley. 
  
President Bechel  acknowledged again  
that we were meeting on the unceded 
territories of the Algonquin Anishinaabe 
peoples.  She spoke about the museum’s 
history and how the room we were in was 
where women got the vote. Only the privileged ones of course! She also 
said that where the Senate once sat is now the museum’s Fossil Gallery! 
Imagine that! She was thanked and presented with a FIDEM medal by 

Lynden Beesley 
Susan Taylor, FIDEM Vice delegate was welcomed 
to the Podium by Lynden Beesley , FIDEM 
Delegate.  Susan Taylor was the creator of the 
FIDEM XXXV Congress Medal. Susan spoke about 
her Medal. She also spoke about the exhibition and  
said that there were 753 medals in the Exhibit from 
34 countries including a 38 from the Elmwood 

School Project. She was presented with a specially engraved 
RCM copy of her medal by Lynden Beesley.   
 
Daniel Richer announced that the Exhibition was open by loudly banging his talking stick on 
the podium. He was thanked by Lynden Beesley  He then visited with the members and posed 
for pictures in his wonderful regalia. Everyone then made their way up to the Mezzanine floor 
 
 
 
         E 
         X 
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         O 
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Thursday May 31st was a work day 
There were six different lecture topics on Thursday and these were;  
Women as makers 11,  Women as Collectors,  Connections: 
Women/Medals,  Innovation,  Men making medals, and Her-Story 
11: Women on Medals.  There were Twenty-one speakers in this 
lecture series which took place in both the Theatre and the Barrick 
Rotunda. One lecture was about Del Newbigging, former FIDEM 
Delegate by his daughter Martha Newbigging. Again, all lectures will 

be featured in the Medaille.   
 

Two workshops were offered on Thursday  One was led by Paul Leathers 
and Trudy Golley which introduced participants to the principles of bi-
directional fabrication, a circular process wherein traditional small-scale 
metalworking techniques were blended with emergent digital technologies to 
create novel design opportunities. The second 
workshops was led by James MaloneBeach .This 

workshop encouraged people to use their imaginations to create 
whimsical or serious medals. Small cylindrical bases were supplied and 
found objects and printed material could be incorporated into the work.  
The CMN had good workshop facilities which we were able to use.  
 

In the evening at 5.30pm we were invited to a reception at the 
Bank of Canada Currency Museum. We were welcomed by its 
director Mr Ken Ross as well as Mr Paul Berry, the curator. The 
reception was held in a large atrium and was very well attended. 
Cocktails and delicious finger food were served.  We were able to 
tour the interactive museum which is a showcase for Canada’s 
currency. Children had a hand in the design and the interactive 
exhibits proved to be great fun even for the adults. Jan Pelsdonk, 
Netherlands  and Louise Dentice, New Zealand can be seen 

trying their hand at the displays. We 
also gathered for a group photo.     

 
 
 
 
 
This was followed at 10pm by the Canadian Premiere of the movie TODESMARSCH by Otakar 
Dušek, We were kindly hosted by the Czech Ambassador, Mr Hrnčíř at the 
Embassy of the Czech Republic in Ottawa. Otokar’s movie and his medals 
address the Nazi forced death marches made by women from the 
concentration camps just days ahead of liberation by the allies. A special 
Judaic award was made to Mr Duśek by Mel Wacks for this film project and 
the medals Otakar produced by marching their same horrific journey.  
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 Friday June 1st was a tour day to give our FIDEM visitors a chance to get acquainted with 
the city of Ottawa and its surroundings. A bus tour went to the Ottawa Valley. On the way we 
visited the Diefenbunker, Canada's Cold War Museum, The bunker was most interesting  
This was followed by a picnic and tour of the historic Mill of Kintail-home of the Robert, Tait 
McKenzie Memorial Museum. This was followed by a trip to the town of Almonte and although 
we had a torrential downpour it was short and we had time to walk around the town 

      

 
In Ottawa free tours were generously offered by the Royal Canadian Mint and many people 
visited with some very interesting photos to show for it. Many also toured the Parliament 
Buildings, Centre Block We organised tours with the Hop on Hop Off bus company as well as 
Walking Tours of Ottawa’s Historical Highlights.  
 
At 6pm MASC hosted a Reception and Exhibition at the Ottawa School of Art  

MASC Members exhibited their latest and best medals in the front 
Gallery. There were 3 other exhibits in glass cases. One case was 
dedicated to the works of Del Newbigging (1934 - 2012), founder of 
MASC in 2000, past president of MASC and FIDEM Delegate. A 
second case exhibited the work of Susan Taylor, FIDEM Vice Delegate 
and MASC member. This was a retrospective of Susan’s Work. The 
third case displayed 13 bronze bells bearing the flower emblems of 

each province and territory created for the 150th celebrations by Lynden Beesley, FIDEM 
Delegate. This was their first public exhibition. 

The Del Award, “Sending 1000 Cranes” by Del Newbigging donated by Mr John Carolan, was 
presented to Lorraine Wright MASC President by the judges Mr John Carolan and Ms Martha 
Newbigging. Susan Taylor and myself were very surprised and honoured to be presented by 

Paul Petch on behalf of MASC, with 
beautiful “Beatrtix Potter “medals made 
by Judith Mills, for our work.  I know 
that the Ottawa School of Art were 
delighted that there were so many 
people in attendance. They had their 
small print exhibition in the gallery 

which they had graciously allowed MASC to use for the reception as well as the other spaces.  
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The Medal-Fair took place on Saturday morning June 2ndin the CMN Rotunda. Members 
were able to reserve tables but many were able to come and just set up.  The event was really 
well attended and was open to the public.  Thirty tables were set up and business was brisk. 
The atmosphere was congenial and informative with many students exhibiting their work. 
Medal Fair Tables                                    Tetsuji Seta                                          Jim Licaretz 

  

  
Otokar Dusek                   Linda Verkaaike             James MaloneBeach      Paul Huybrechts         Beatrice Monika 
 
The General Assembly   

The FIDEM General Assembly got underway in the CMN Theatre at 
2pm. President Philip Attwood, was presiding with Treasurer, Anna 
Pereira and FIDEM General Secretary and Webmaster Marie -Astrid 
Pelsdonk in attendance. The treasurers report was read and passed 
and the FIDEM auditor MikkoTimisjarvi verified it. The webmaster  
reported on the website and talked about where she had reached  
updating of the data base. The General Secretary also gave her 

moral report which was somewhat more sombre.  
 
Then we came the special announcement 
that  we had been waiting for, the location of 
the 36th FIDEM Congress.  It will be Tokyo 
Japan in 2020  Mr Masaharu Kakitsubo, 
the Japanese FIDEM Delegate spoke 
eloquently about how he was looking 
forward to hosting the world. Mr Toshi Yamada, the vice delegate, filled in more of the details 
and assured us tongue in cheek that we would be getting REAL sushi when we attend. I am 
hoping to be able to learn some Japanese before I go.  
 
Finally, president Philip Attwood presented the scholarship 
certificates to all of the students who had been lucky enough to 
obtain FIDEM bursaries.  This year there were 9 students.  Evgeniya 
IIlkova, ,Mona Radanova , Natali Ivanova,  Bulgaria.   Pilar González, Spain. 
Mercédesz Molnár , Hungary, Albert Kosak , Poland.  Ana Catarina Pereira Mendes,  
Beatriz Mónica, Portugal.    Abigail Burt,(absent)  Zoë Pearce, UK. 
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On Saturday the 2nd at The FINAL Gala Reception was held in the Barrick salon. 
 
The dinner commenced with the guests being 
serenaded by the Jazz Band, “Sax Appeal”. The 
dinner was excellent although I say it myself.  It 
consisted of squash soup and salad, a halibut fish 
course and a wonderful filet of beef which melted in 
one’s mouth, followed by a chocolate tulip desert. 
Libations of course were served. The Canadian 
Museum of Nature‘s Catering department organised 
by Kyla Camus really did an excellent job.   
 

 
After dinner the speeches and awards ceremonies commenced. President Philip Attwood was 
the master of ceremonies.  
The first awards given out were the four awarded by Canada. 
 
1. the Canadian Delegate Award, “Canada Rapsody”  a medal created by Geert Maas was 
presented to the artist whose medal best represented a woman’s strengths.  The judges for this 
award were Geert and Elly Maas.  The award was presented to, MASC president, Lorraine Wright 
for her medal “Reaching Beyond the Stars” by Delegate Lynden Beesley  

2.The Canadian Vice Delegate Award, the medal called ” Remembrance” awarded by Susan Taylor for outstanding 
contributions to FIDEM. The medal was awarded to Henrick von Aachen for his invaluable help to FIDEM Canada for 
the Congress  

3. The Dora Award was awarded to the artist whose medal best represented “Women’s 
achievement in the Sciences” The award was a medal by Dora de Pedery-Hunt, donated by Ildiko 
Hencz + money. The judges for this award were Mr Michael Groves, RCM, Mr Paul Berry CCM 
and Mr Paul Petch, MASC. The award was presented to Mr Ron Dutton for his medal celebrating 
“Ada Lovelace” by Delegate Lynden Beesley 

4. Two student awards of Olympic mittens and some cash were awarded to Beatrice Monika, Portugal and Albert 
Kozak Poland 

The FIDEM awards then followed 

• Grand Prix = Mashiko 
 • BAMS struck medal award = Jose Teixeira 
 • George Cuhaj Award for Distinction = Susan Taylor, Ira Rezak and Donald Scarinci 
 • The Medallic Sculpture Studio Prize - ”One Talent” /for young artists except Bulgarian = Pilar del Puerto Hernandez 
Gonzalez 
• MSSS Honour Causa award =  Sebastian Mikołajczak   
• Pro Liberalitate Tua – This FIDEM prize is awarded to individuals and institutions that have helped FIDEM 
financially. = Portuguese Mint  
 • Paul Huybrechts prize ”Art Valley 51” – shared between some artists Magdalena Dobrucka, Hedwig Pauwels, 
Lorenzo Rafael 
 • Mel Wacks Judaica Art Medal Prize = Otakar Ducek and an AMSA award = Heidi Wastweet 
 • Amanullah Haiderzad – HMOMA (Haiderzad Museum of Modern Art) AWARD. It includes 150 dollars, a museum      
medal and a certificate. This award was given two artists who donated medals to the museum. = Paul Huybrechts 
and George Cuhaj 
• Jason S. Pollack Memorial Award for Innovative Techniques in Medallic Art = Linda Verkaak 
• Fidem at 70 medals = Lynden Beesley,  Susan Taylor, Lorraine Wright, Micheal Groves RCM and David Dunlop.   
• Congress medal = Paul Berry (Bank of Canada)  

The evening ended with FIDEM friends bidding each other goodbye until the next Congress  
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On Sunday June 3rd there was a post Congress Tour to Kingston.  We visited Upper 
Canada Village, a heritage village depicting the 19th century way of life in Canada. It featured a 
horse drawn saw mill, a cobbler and weaving shop as well as many other wonderful homes 
and artefacts.  
 

         
 
We then drove along the scenic 1000 island parkway lunching in Rockport by the water at the 
pub, smoked salmon and wine or tourtiére and beer seemed to hit the spot 
 

After lunch and a short drive, we were able to tour strategic Fort Henry, 
a UNESCO Heritage site, which overlooks the limestone city of 
Kingston. It was most interesting 
especially the way that cannons 
so placed that the ricocheting 
cannon balls could go around 
corners?   
Kingston was the original Capital 
city of the province of Canada. 
We visited the  Agnes 
Etherington Art Museum and 
walked through the grounds of 
Queens University on our brief 
walking tour looking at the Victorian houses and the limestone  

buildings.  Unfortunately the heavens opened and we had to rush to the restaurant “Chez Piggy” 
to avoid getting soaked to the skin.  
 

  
 
Chez Piggy is delightful bistro which was opened by Zal Yankovsky in 1960, a member of the 
group “the Lovin Spoonfuls” of “Summer in the City” fame  The lamb shanks and the seafood 
linguine were lovely.  The bus journey home was a speedy one because our trip had taken a 
little longer than scheduled and the bus driver needed to back by 10pm.   
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       Candid Camera 
 
No Congress would be complete 
without its special images of 
members and friends. Here are just 
a few I thought people would enjoy. 
If your photo is used I thank you.   
 

 
 
 

      
   F 
     
   
 
 
 
 
                     
 
 
           

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
I urge every FIDEM member to try to get to one of the Congresses. You won’t be disappointed.  
Each congress has its own flavor and special events but it is the people who make it so 
wonderful. There is a camaraderie amongst the members who attend. The friendships formed 
continue on long after the Congress’s. The sharing of ideas and techniques is invaluable.  
 
Respectfully submitted XXXV Congress Chair and  FIDEM Delegate Canada  Lynden Beesley 
 
Images used from Hannah Jeloneck, Doug Taylor, Toshi Yamada, Lynden Beesley, Janine Lindgren, Lorraine Wright , Marie Astrid 
Pelsdonk and Nicholas Salagnac.   

Poland’s Hannah Jeloneck,  

Photographer photographed 

New Zealand’s Christine Massey Celebration of Canada  Finland’s Ilkke Voionmaa trying to 

get his teeth around a gold Bar 

A delegate on a mission 

President Philip Attwood prepared for the downpour 
A welcome cup of coffee 
at the end of the day. 

FIDEMS youngest recruit 

Friends gathering in the evening 
after the daily program 
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Lynden Beesley
Lise Meitner
bronze and glass beads, cast
2017                               
Lise Meitner was a Jewish Austrian / 
Swedish Nuclear physicist who worked 
on Radioactivity. She collaborated with 
Otto Hahn and together they discovered 
Nuclear Fission.  In 1944 Otto Hahn 
received the Nobel prize for Chemisty 
for this discovery but Lise Meitner was 
overlooked. This is my award for her. 

Emily Carr
105 x 150 x 13mm, bronze, cast
2017
Emily Carr,1871-1945, Canadian 
born artist and writer inspired by the 
indigenous peoples of the Pacific North- 
west Coast. She was a free spirit.  Lawren 
Harris founder of the Group of Seven 
recognised Emily’s work as modern and 
significant and declared her, “One of Us”.

Matthew Bowen
Margaret Newton 
115 x 20 x 145mm, polyurethane resin, cast
2017
Plant pathologist Margaret Newton 
(1887–1971) was  internationally regarded 
as an authority on cereal rust fungi.Newton’s  
research resulted in a reduction of annual 
losses of 30 million bushels to practically 
none in Canada. 
Newton is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada.

Judith Burns
Rita Levi-Montalcini
89 x 6.25 x 140mm, bronze, cast
2017
            
Rita Levi-Montalcini, (1909-2012) She was 
a highly decorated Italian neurologist, 
best known for her Nobel Prize-winning 
discovery of nerve growth factor. 
Neuroscience (or neurobiology) is the 
scientific study of the nervous system. It 
is a multidisciplinary branch of biology, 
that deals with the anatomy, molecular 
biology, and physiology of neurs and 
neural circuits.

Turtle: Mother Earth and Fertility
118 x 127 x 6.25mm, bronze, cast
2017
In the Native American culture the turtle 
is the oldest symbol for Mother Earth, 
reminding us that we need to honour the 
earth. Turtles symbolize in Polynesian 
culture longevity and fertility.

CANADA CANADIAN MEMBERS MEDALS IN THE  
FIDEM XXXV CONGRESS, OTTAWA 2018
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Angel  Calderer 
A lesson on Anthropology
150 x 120 x 110mm, bronze, cast
2016
This young woman anthropologist 
radiates a delicate sensibility. Compassion 
for the value of history and heritage of 
humanity and her role within the human 
consciousness.

 The Right Formula
140 x 140 x 150mm, bronze, cast
2016
Women have contributed vastly to 
Natural Sciences. This woman scientist is 
a passionate leader, seeking knowledge 
and truth. She is ecstatic for she has 
finally discovered the  ‘Right Formula’ ! 
Her hard hat exemplifies her tenacity and 
dedication. 
 

The Power of Her
150  x 10 x 100mm, bronze, cast
2016
This young woman is courageous, 
confident, determined and resolute, 
wearing her overalls with pride, claiming 
whatever challenges she might face.

Art Ellis
Harriet Tubman
120 x 150 x 12mm, resin, cast
2017
Harriet Tubman born enslaved on a 
Maryland Plantation c.1822. Tubman 
escaped from bondage and in 1852 made 
her first trip to St Cathrines with eleven 
freedom seekers and eventually she 
brought, by the route of the underground 
railroad, hundreds of freed slaves to 
Upper Canada. She lived in St Catherines 
until 1861 returning to the United states 
after the Civil War.    
The US Treasury recently announced 
Tubman will appear as the first woman on 
the US paper currency in honour of the 
100th anniversary of womens suffrage.

Kenna Graff
Omnigrace and the  
 8 Pearls of Wisdom
105 x 105  x 7 mm, bronze, pearl, cast                    
2017
Flowing Female energies of ingenuity, 
bravery, gentleness, strength, and love 
keep this entire planet balanced. Woman’s 
deep roots nourish her burgeoning 
mind through veins connecting her to 
the ancient knowledge of foremothers 
and sisters, the alchemists, herbalists, 
philosophers, and healers - manifested 
today as nurturing mothers, scholars, 
scientists, activists, and world leaders. 
Female power nurtures vigorously on a 
universal scale within nature, family, and 
community.

Her Name is Flourish
95 x 95 x 7 mm, bronze, cast
2017
Flourish is every woman. She symbolically 
honours andencourages the powerful 
strength of the creative female mind. By
nature Flourish is challenged to expand 
and research ideas that puzzle and 
perplex her about herself, her environment 
and her Universe. Branches of knowledge 
speak to her heart as she reaches for 
answers, gains achievements and aligns in 
Nature; scientifically, philosophically, 
poetically and authentically. Keep calm 
and Flourish on.
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Elaine Jaques
“ Breaking Ground “
23 x 65 x 120 mm, bronze, cast
2016
The planetary symbol for venus, traditionally 
seen as a hand mirror, has been used from 
antiquity to the present to represent 
woman. This medal celebrates the courage 
and achievements, in every scientific field, 
of all the many women who have rejected 
reflected limitations, continuing to break 
ground since earliest times.            

“Lineage”
25 x 105 x 105 mm, bronze, cast
2016
Three portraits represent the ongoing 
stream of women’s legacy and experience. 
Reaching back into prehistory and 
continuing in an unbroken line of descent 
to the present, linking inevitably and 
inescapably to the future, the triune 
design also references classical mythology 
and enduring archetypes across cultures. 

Magdalena Lesniak
Green Bike
Ø 111mm, cement, graphite, fabricated
2017
This medal is a tribute to the first Saudi 
Arabian female movie director, Haifaa  
al-Masour, who had to work from her car 
as she could not publicly “mix with the 
men” in the crew.
Her movie “Wadjda” is an absolute 
masterpiece depicting the situation of 
women in Saudi Arabia.
The title character is an 11 year old 
rebellious girl who dreams about having 
a bicycle.
The medal “Green Bike” depicts her 
ecstatically driving her own bicycle in 
hijab and open abaya.

Magdalena Lesniak
Selfie
140 x 95mm, plaster of paris, patina, 
fabricated
2017
This medal depicts a contemporary 
woman taking a “selfie” in an oval mirror.
It is fascinating how we, along with 
our mentality, have changed under the 
influence of the internet and social media 
over just a couple of decades.
Being narcissistically exhibitionistic and 
obsessively posting pictures of ourselves 
on the internet became a widely accepted 
social norm.

Janine Lindgren
Hazel Lindgren
130 x 130 x 20 mm , cold cast bronze poly-
mer, (duoMatrix), 
2017
I always thought my mom deserved a 
medal! Hazel raised 3 children sewing for 
pattern companies, stores, and her own 
business. Clothes, costumes and quilts 
were created for family, clients and 
charities. In 25 years, Hazel made 30,000 
turbans/headscarves for chemotherapy 
patients, raising money for cancer 
research. This medal acknowledges loving 
single mothers selflessness, work and 
perseverance.
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Geert Maas
Perception I 
27 x 105 x 98 mm, bronze, cast
2015
The perception 1 medal honours women 
for nurturing and excelling in many roles 
in society.

Creative and  Accomplished Woman
27 x 105 x 98 mm, bronze, cast
2015
The medal is inspired by Aletta jacobs 
(1854- 1929)  The Netherlands . She was 
the first female medical doctor in the 
country. She influenced the suffrage, 
feminism, and birth control. Her portrait 
is surrounded by other creative and 
accomplished women.

Scott McKinnon
Mother Nature Nurtures Life
15 x100 x 118mm, bronze, cast
2017
Mother Nature provides all that is needed 
to nurture life. This medal depicts a seed 
beginning to take root in the soil. It is 
surrounded by the symbol for woman 
(O+). The bottom shows water and the 
top represents sun rays which nourish the 
seed to become vegetation within the soil 
in the middle section.

Mother Sea-Maid
6 x 98 x 127mm, bronze, cast
2017
Mother Nature is generally depicted as 
a terrestrial being, overseeing all that 
resides naturally on the Earth. I imagine 
the “Mother Sea-Maid” to be her assistant 
to all nature in the seas, streams, lakes and 
oceans. Mermaids would be her assistant 
in the seas.

Judith Christine Mills
Beatrix Potter  
(obverse) (reverse)
Ø 84mm, x 15
enamelled pewter, cast
2017
Beatrix Potter (1866-1943), best known 
for her children’s books about the 
wildlife and countryside of England’s 
Lake District, was also a skilled 
scientific illustrator and mycologist. 
A conservationist, she aided in the 
preservation of local Herdwick sheep 
flocks and bequeathed thousands of acres 
of land to the National Trust.

15



Yoshiko Sunahara
Pearl Diver
120 x 120 x 10mm, sterling slver, acrylic 
with aluminium backing, fabricated
2017
This medal is dedicated to women 
fisherfolk who worked in dangerous 
conditions to provide livelihoods for their 
families. Some women wore tattoos as 
a defensive guard against perilous sea 
creatures. In ancient times they would 
have dived for fish, molluscs and seaweed. 
The practice continues in some areas of 
Japan where pearls are harvested without 
scuba equipment.

Tattooed Woman
Ø 98 x 10mm, bronze cast
2017
Permanent body modification in the 
form of tattooing has been an integral 
cultural tradition in numerous cultures for 
thousands of years. This manifestation 
of self-sacrificial art can have multiple 
meanings and roles, among them the 
human aspiration towards self-esteem, or 
protection, form of prayer or incantation, 
and rites of passage.

Yoshiko Sunahara con’t
Dr. Irene Ayako Uchida   
(1917-2013) 
Ø 82mm, x 15mm, bronze cast
2017
Born in Vancouver, Canada, Dr. Uchida was 
a medical scientist, a cytogenetist, who’s 
research proved the causal link between 
X-ray radiation and Down syndrome birth 
defects. Additionally, her work in genetics 
leaves a legacy of over 95 scientific 
papers, plus numerous international 
awards and accolades.

Susan Taylor
Tang Foundation Medal (obverse) 
(reverse)
Ø 39mm, x 5mm
gold plated cast silver
2017
The Tang Foundation Medal, is part of a 
legacy created by Dr. Fay Tang. The medal 
and a $100,000 cash prize donated from 
Dr. Tang’s personal wealth recognizes an 
internationally renowned scholar whose 
record of achievement has left an indelible 
mark on the field. The prize, works to raise 
awareness of the important contributions 
that psychologists make to society’s well-
being. 

Susan Taylor con’t
Gairdner Foundation    
Medal
Ø 60mm x 5mm depth, silver, cast
2017
This Gairdner Foundation medal was 
awarded to Dr. Huda Y. Zoghbi
Professor Baylor College of Medicine, 
Investigator Howard Hughes Medical 
Institute, and Director of the Jan and Dan 
Duncan Neurological Research Institute 
at Texas Children’s Hospital, Houston, 
Texas, USA. The medal was awarded “For 
the discovery of the genetic basis of Rett 
syndrome and its implications for autism 
spectrum disorders”.
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Stewart Turcotte
Fire of Curiosity
120 x 120 x 12mm, bronze, cast
2017
The struggle for women in science has 
been parralleled with the struggle for 
women to find their voice universally.  
Marie-Curie couldn’t even present her 
own theory on radioactivity.Roberta 
Bondar is now seen as a role model to 
women not yet known who will make the 
next great discovery in science, Perhaps 
the first woman in science was Lucy who 
found fire would change the world.

Lorraine Wright
Reaching Beyond the   
Stars
Ø 110 x 9mm, bronze, cast
2017
Roberta Bondar’s years of learning in the 
sciences earned her degrees in zoology 
and agriculture, a Masters of Science 
in pathology, Doctor of Philosophy in 
neuroscience and Doctor of Medicine. 
Followed by training in 1984, she became 
the first Canadian women astronaut 
in 1992 on the NASA Space Shuttle 
Discovery.
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MASC Members Exhibit, 
Ottawa School of Art, 2018

On the evening of Friday June 1st, I had the honour of participating 

in and attending a reception to celebrate the Medallic Art Society of 

Canada Members Medal Exhibit. The Ottawa School of Art hosted 

the show from May 23rd to June 6, 2018. A room in the front facing 

the street with freestanding cases showcased 26 medals by 16 

artists. Three wall cases in another gallery corridor each displayed a 

special solo show, celebrating the works of the late Del Newbigging 

(MASC founder), and MASC members Lynden Beesley (FIDEM 

delegate) and Susan Taylor (FIDEM vice-delegate) .

Lyndens’ Exhibition of Bells were created as a 150th Canadian 

Anniversary project celebrating the Provinces and Territories of 

Canada using designated provincial flowers. 

Speeches acknowledged work of our members were delivered by 

Paul Patch, (MASC board member), and Lorraine Wright (MASC 

president). Special acknowledgements were made to Lynden Bees-

ley and Susan Taylor with the presentation of the  “Beatrix Potter” 

medal by Judith Mills. Lorraine Wright was awarded the Del New-

bigging MASC medal for her medal exhibited  — “Sending 1000 

Cranes., presented by Del’s daughter Martha Newbigging and his 

partner John Carolan.

The MASC Member exhibit coincided with the Bi-Annual FIDEM 

Congress held at the Canadian Museum of Nature and the opening 

was a scheduled event for the 150 international Congress attendees.

It was a well attended event.

by Janine Lindgren

Ottawa School of Art, Byward Market

Opening Reception

Janine Lindgren in the front gallery18



Lynden Beesley, with her 
display, Bells of Canada. 

Martha Newbigging and John Carolan  
by the works of Del Newbigging.

Susan Taylor and her medal 
exhibit
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Martha Newbigging and  
John Carolan presenting the 

Del Newbigging award to  
Lorraine Wright

Lynden Beesley and Susan Taylor presentation by Paul Petch MASC member Kenna Graff

Paul Petch and Philp Attwood (FIDEM president) MASC exhibit reception
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(L-R) Steffie and Maya Gomez 
Counahan from Mexico with 
Amanullah Haiderzad from 
Afghanistan

(L-R) Ruth Kaplan, Isreal, 
Marie Astrid Pelsdonk, Nether-
lands (FIDEM Secretary) and 
FIDEM participant

Mashiko from USA and with 
Yan Pelsdonk from the  
Netherlands
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Holly Atkinson

Lynden Beesley

Kenna Graff

Together: You and I
2006, Bronze

76 x 254 x 25 mm

The Couple
2006, Bronze

89 x 140 x 25 mm

The Spirit of the Okanaghan
Bronze

110 x 100 x 8 mm

Shapeshifter
2018, Bronze

100 x 100 x 5 mm

Crazy Cloud Under a Full Wolf Moon
2018, Bronze

100 x 70 x 5 mm

Medals in the Members Exhibit
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Elaine Jaques

Saulius Jaskus

Mountain
2018, Bronze

Aluminous cement, silica sand, bronze
115 x 100 x 10 mm

Kennth O. May Medal  
in the History of Mathematics

Bronze on Wood Mount
90 x 90 x 10 mm

Olympic Gold Medal  
(Turin, 2013) “Statyba” Basketball

2017, Bronze
91 x 88 x 10 mm

Shelter from the Storm
2013, Bronze

105x 70 x 17mm

Transformation Series #4
2011, Bronze

117 x 90 x 17 mm
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Magdalena Lesniak Janine Lindgren

Richard McNiell

Deborah MaurierGeert Maas

Muticulturalism
2014, Brass

70  x 70  x 7 mm

Victory Medal
2016, Bronze

85  x 95  x 10 mm

Wolf
2017, Bronze

105 x 110  x 10 mm

For a Moment
2014, Bronze

60 mm x 85 mm x 10 mm

Medal of Inspiration
2017 , Patinated Bronze

130  x 90  x 15 mm
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Richard McNiell

Robert Ongaro

Judith Mills

Medal of Strength
2017 , Patinated Bronze

115  x 115 x 25 mm

In Wilderness Is The Preservation  
of The World (Henry David Thoreau)

2018
Pewter & Enamel

85  x 70 mm

Flint Water Crisis
2018, Porcelain with an iron 

wax patina
97  x 97 x 9 mm
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Jeanne Stevens-Sollman

Memories Bound Tight with  
Threads of Love

2017, Bronze
100 x 73x 18 mm

Deadly Bay
2013

Sterling Silver and Titanium, 
Aluminum

145 x 135 x 15 mm

Musician
2017

Sterling Silver, Copper, and 
Acrylic

105 x 105 x 10 mm

Mother and Child in the Moon
2017

Brass, Sterling Silver, Acrylic 
and Acetate

135 x 135 10 mm

Yoshiko Sunahara
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World Maritime University  
25th Anniversary Medallion

2003
Cast silver with blue enamel

50 mm

Sending 1000 Cranes
2014, Bronze
120 x 120 mm

Signs of Fall
2016, Bronze

72 mm

Susan Taylor

Lorraine Wright
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MASC Council
Lorraine Wright - President

Janine Lindgren - Vice President

Paul Petch - Webmaster & Treasurer

Directors -  Past Presidents -  

Lynden Beeslay Sarah Tothill (2011 - 2014)

Richard McNeill Doug Taylor  (2010- 2011)

Geert Maas Paul Petch  (2008 - 2010)

Andrea Yermy Saulius Jaskus (2006 - 2008)

Susan Taylor (2003 - 2006)

Del Newbigging (2000 - 2003)

MASC MISSION STATEMENT
The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the  

creation, promotion, appreciation, and education of the fine art of the medal

The Medallic Art Society Of Canada
412 Roncesvalles Ave. Suite 115, Toronto, ON M6R 2N2

info@medallicart.ca

A few copies of the exhibition catalogue are still available. 
The catalogue is a wonderful souvenir of the exhibition 
and ideal for those not able to see it in person. For $22.00 
you can order your postage paid catalogue through the 
web site at http://www.medallicart.ca using PayPal or e-mail 
info@medallicart.ca to make other payment arrangements.
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