
Behind the MASC
NEWSLETTER OF THE MEDALLIC ART SOCIETY OF CANADA

Dear Medallists and Medal Enthusiasts,

This exciting year for medal exhibits and activities were coming to 

a close. Our 15o Canada and the WWI Exhibit was very successful. 

The MASC Members’ Exhibit in Ottawa at the end of May has 

been organized and the FIDEM International Congress and 

Exhibit is well in hand and all medals have been received. 

We would like the medals for the MASC Members’ exhibit to be 

received by the end of February to provide time to create a  

catalogue. The Call for Entry form can be found in this issue. Also 

in this edition of Behind the Masc, Paul Petch shares his 

presentation “Wonderful Things” – the Dora de Pédery-Hunt 

Collection, that was presented at the symposium during the Royal 

Canadian Numismatic Association Convention in July. Dora’s 

extensive collection required two parts so you can look forward to 

Part II in the Spring of 2018 issue. 

Looking forward to the new year to see your medals and hopefully 

see you in Ottawa for our June 1st opening as well as the FIDEM 

International Exhibit.

Have a great holiday.  

All the Best for a Healthy and Happy New Year.!

Lorraine Wright,

President, MASC

November 2017, Issue 45
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Wonderful Things
Presentation by Paul Petch

THE  DORA DE  PÉDERY-HUNT COLLECT ION-
Dora’s Medal Collection tells us about the people she knew and the places she went.
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Some Dora Highlights
Born prematurely Sunday, 16 November 1913, in 
Budapest, Hungary, she was wrapped in cotton 
wool and placed in the only available bassinet 
— a shoebox.

That makeshift incubator saw Dora through the 
night and launched the beginning of a long, 
adventurous life that transformed her from the 
“shoebox baby” into the “mother of Canadian 
art medals.”

Beginning with the Canada Council Medal in 
1961, she designed and molded hundreds of com-
memorative decorations. She created medals for 
Canada’s centennial in 1967, Expo 70 in Osaka, 
Japan, the Montreal Olympics in 1976 and for the 
300th anniversary of the Hudson’s Bay Company.

She died from colorectal cancer in Toronto on 29 
September 2008.

Dora’s most familiar design

Reflecting on some medallic 
families:
• To commemorate historical events
• Functional

• Peace medals –  
presented to native peoples

• Governor General medals
• Orders and Decorations
• Masonic

•  … and simply for the entertainment and  
the joy of art!

The Art Medal: An Appreciation
Since its modern inception in the Renaissance 
by Pisanello, the art medal has always had a 
rather clearly defined formal definition—it is a 
piece of relief sculpture, usually round, of suit-
able dimensions for holding in the hand.

Its two faces are intended to relate to each other 
artistically and symbolically; the obverse usually 
presents a visual representation of the subject 
while the reverse bears a symbolic representation.

Art medals have traditionally been sculpted 
by the artist in clay to create the original from 
which one or more casts may be made. The 
original may also be used to create a die if a 
struck medal is desired.

There are two main casting methods: the lost 
wax process and sand casting. The lost wax pro-
cess yields a much more detailed reproduction. 
During the RCNA 2014 Convention a visit was 
made to Artcast, a foundry near Toronto using 
the lost wax process.
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Art on coins, tokens and medals :
A short slide show of
a few examples you may recognize     THE ART MEDAL: AN APPRECIATION

“Beauty in things exists in the
mind that contemplates them.” 

Dora was first a sculptor, but she also loved and promoted the art medal:

Appreciating Dora is appreciating art, as it  
appears on coins and medals, either cast or struck

Art on coins, tokens and medals :
a few examples you may recognize

Fortress Louisbourg Taken 1758
Gold medal presented to officers

Newfoundland enters Confederation
Engraved directly to die by Thomas Shingles

Nova Scotia One Penny Token 
By Leonard C. Wyon
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Art on coins, tokens and medals :
A short slide show of
a few examples you may recognize     

Quebec Taken 1759
Commission by the Royal Society of Art

Montreal Taken 1760
Male St. Lawrence on left, Female Montreal to right

Libertas Americana 1781
France as Athena protects infant America

Upper Canada Preserved 1815
Trial strike of unissued decoration for War of 1812

Canadian Confederation
Ordered by Sir John A. Macdonald 

from Wyon’s in 1866 during the 
London Conference

Celebrating 60th anniversary
The celebrations for the 

50th anniversary were delayed 
due to the war in 1917 5



DORA’S COLLECTION – Part I
FIDEM

Celebrating 50 Years of FIDEM 1937-1987

Dora was the Canadian delegate to FIDEM from 1963 to 2000 –  
a total of 18 congresses. She returned from each congress with a medal.

Celebrating 50 Years of FIDEM 1937-1987

X Congress - 1963
The Hague, The Netherlands Artist: Eric Claus



XI Congress - 1966  
Athens, Greece,  Artist: Dimitri Ferentinos

XV Congress - 1973  
Helsinki, Finland  
Artist: Kari Juva

XIV Congress - 1971  
Cologne, Germany,  Artist: Friedrich Stuhlmüller

XII Congress - 1967  
Paris, France,  Artist: Jean Asselbergs

XIII Congress - 1969  
Prague, Czechoslovakia,  Artist: Karol Lacko

XI Congress - 1966 

XIV Congress - 1971 
XVI Congress - 1975

Cracow, Poland,  
Artist: Jerzy Nowakowski
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XVII Congress - 1977 
Budapest, Hungary,  Artist: Petràs Istvàn

XXI Congress - 1987
Colorado Springs, USA, 
Artist: Mico Kaufman

XX Congress - 1985  
Stockholm, Sweden,  Artist: Berndt Helleberg

XVIII Congress - 1979 
Lisbon, Portugal,  Artist: Jose Candido

XIX Congress - 1983 
Florence, Italy,  Jorio Vivarelli

XXII Congress - 1990
Helsinki, Finland, 

Artist: Kauko Räsänen
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XXVI Congress - 1998
The Hague, The Netherlands

Artist: Mirjam Mieras

XXVII Congress - 2000
Weimar, Germany

Artist: Silvia Klöde-Hoffmann
XXV Congress - 1996

Neuchatel, Switzerland,  Artist: Werner Godec

“

XXII Congress - 1990 
Helsinki, Finland,  Artist: Kauko Räsänen

XXIII Congress - 1992 
London, Great Britain,  Artist: Ronald Searle

XXIV Congress - 1994
Budapest, Hungary,   Artist: Endre Andràs Tornay

“
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SAND CASTING
H a l i b u r t o n  S c h o o l  o f  A r t

Instructor, Stewart Smith
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Bronze Casting with Sand
by Lorraine Wright

In mid-July I had the unique opportunity to 
enrol in a Bronze casting course at the Halibur-
ton School of Art. Besides spending a week in 
beautiful northern Ontario, the unique part was 
casting with sand. Sand casting has been 
around for thousands of years but using sand as 
a mould material was certainly foreign to me. 
Instructor Stewart Smith has over forty years 
experience as a sculptor and patternmaker, 
(stewartpatterns.com). His expertise brought 
each participant in this class to complete nu-
merous medals, brooches,  
pendants, or small objects by the week’s end.

We worked with polymer clay to make basic 
foundry patterns to be cast in bronze. Learned 
how to make moulds and discover safe, effective 
methods of getting molten metal into the cavity. 
Challenges were tackled in finding the parting 
line in complex shapes and medal pieces were 
finished with a pleasing patina.

Past MASC President, Doug Taylor was also a 
participant the course and I thank him for 
sharing his photographs for this article.

Merrilyn Pinkney,  
and her bronze Bee

Classroom with outdoor access.
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The Process
Flat Backed Casting

Introduction to the Two piece Mould:
The mould – A casting can be defined fully by 
creating a two piece mould. The top is called the 
COPE and the bottom is called the DRAG. 

1.  Created a ’Pattern’  – almost any shape, 
as long as it pulls from the sand without 
tearing. (no under cuts). We used Sculpey 
to make some textures or flat backed medal 
designs and used the micowave to bake and 
harden. The pattern material did not have 
to be sculpty it could have been wood, clay, 
plaster medal, etc. The edges need to be 
cleaned up to make an adequate draft.

2.  Place the ‘Pattern’ on the bench off centre in 
the Drag mould. Tap in some parting powder 
to keep the sand from sticking to the pattern. 

3.  Ramp up the Drag, (packing the sand in the 
mould) Sift some sand using the Riddle, 
(a sifter to fluff the sand). The sand called 
Petrobond is an oil-bonded sand capable of 
making very detailed casts. It does not dry 
out, allowing us to take as long a we like to 
make a mould. Sift in more sand and pack 
firmly using the Ram (used to pack the sand).

4.  Add more sand and pack. Over fill the box 
and ram. Use the board to Strike off the 
sand (smooth off the sand the edge of the 
Drag)

5.  Turn over the box and align the COPE box 
on the DRAG box. 

Pattern

Draft
No
Draft

Parting Line

Sprue Parting LineSprue Parting LineParting Line
Pattern

Drag Box

6. Pin the sprue into place, away from the  
pattern, and away from the edge of the mold. 

7.  Sift and sand as before, filling the Cope box.
holding the sprue vertical while you pack.

8. Sift the sand away from the sprue to form 
a funnel. Tap the sprue and pull it out, 
smoothing around the top..

9.  Remove the cope. Cut in a 1/4” deep channel 
in the Drag side from the base of the sprue 
to the pattern. Press down on the pattern 
and cut right up to it..

10.  Tap the pattern lightly a few times to loosen 
it and carefully lift the pattern straight up 
removing it.

11. Smooth out the gating with your finger for a 
smooth highway for the bronze to flow.

12. Close the mould and wire closed ready for 
the bronze pour.

13. After the bronze is poured, the mould is 
opened and the casting is drop into the pail 
of water to cool.

14. Cut the gating and smooth the surface.
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Cope

Riddle 
(sifter)

Drag

Parting 
Powder

StrikeRamPetrobond
(oil-based sand)

TOOLS FOR A TWO PIECE MOULD

Ramping up

The bronze pour

Lift out the Pattern

Cooling the bronze piece

Smooth out the Gating

‘H’ logo medal with gating



Paul Morrison is challenged in finding the 
parting line on a more complex shape.

Noreen Kruzich working
with Sculpey   

Jessica Ginsburg complete numerous wildlife 
bronze medals by the end of the week



MASC MEMBERS EXHIBIT
– OTTAWA–ENTRY FORM

If you can, please fill out this form digitally, save this one page and send via email to president@medallicart.ca  
for less chance of typing errors in the catalogue.
Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Please accompany entry fee with medal - $20.00 CAD or USD, two sided to be shown is considered two entries. 
 One Sided Medal Two Sided Medal

Medal Title:

Medal Material  Year Completed

Medal size: Width (mm) Height (mm) Depth (mm)

Value for insurance Purposes (CAD):

Description of Medal, and/or comments from the artist (450 characters):

WAIVER OF LIABILITY
In submitting my work to the MASC Fort York Exhibition in Toronto, Ontario, I hereby release the Medallic Art Society of Canada and their officers,  
from any and all responsibility and/or liability for any damage or loss that may be incurred in the handling of my artistic work from the time of delivery 
to MASC Council until they are returned to my possession. I assume all responsibility for my works and waive any claim against MASC/Council and all 
venues. In the event that this release should be in any way invalidated, the maximum liability of MASC/Council shall be limited to the application fee paid 
for submitting any work that is damaged or lost.

Please send your medal, signed and completed form and entry fee, by February 25, 2018 to:
  Lorraine Wright
 8010 First Line Nassagaweya
 Campbellville, ON, L0P 1B0, Canada

I have read and agree to abide by all the terms and conditions on this Entry form as witnessed by my signature below.

Signed  Dated (yyyy-mm-dd)

Any questions should be directed to: Lorraine Wright, president@medallicart.ca
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It was FIDEM Canada’s pleasure to welcome 
FIDEM executive members Delegates and their 
partners to Ottawa in August.  The event was 
attended by President, Philip Attwood, Great 
Britain, General Secretary, Marie Astrid Pelsdonk, 
Netherlands, Treasurer, Ana Pereira, Portugal, 
Executive member, Consultative Committee 
member Cory Gilliland and her Husband, 
Tommy Gilliland, USA, Executive members 
Tapio Suominen and his wife Riitta Suominen, 
Finland and James Malone-Beach and his wife 
Leany Malone-Beach, USA, Delegate, Tetsuji 
Seta and Vice delegate Toshiaki Yamada, Japan, 
Delegate, Marie Joao Gaiato, Portugal.  The 
Canadian members who participated were 
Delegate Lynden Beesley and her husband 

Henry Beesley, Vice Delegate, Susan Taylor and 
her husband Doug Taylor and Member Matt 
Bowen and his wife Paula Bowen who also 
represented the Royal Canadian Mint.  

For the Start of the Interim Meeting On Thurs-
day 10th August Susan and Doug Taylor gener-
ously hosted a Mingle and Medal Reception at 
their home on behalf of FIDEM Canada.  This 
was attended by all of the FIDEM representa-
tives from around the world as well as invited 
guests who are friends of FIDEM and who are 
liaising and working with the XXXV FIDEM 
Congress Steering Committee to produce a 
world class FIDEM Congress in Ottawa in 2018.

Interim Meeting 2017, August 10th - 12th

Lieutenant-Colonel Carl Gautier, Director of the Directorate of Honours and Recognition (DH&R)  
Canadian Forces,  Lynden Beesley, FIDEM Delegate, Canada, Paul Petch, Susan Taylor, FIDEM Vice 
Delegate, Canada, Philip Attwood, President of  FIDEM, John Swettenham Director, Marketing, Media 
and External Relations & Chief Marketing Officer Canadian Museum of Nature

Mingle and Medal Reception
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Photos by Doug Taylor

Susan Taylor receiving the AMY Award from  
James Malone Beech 
 

Susan, Paul, Marie-Astrid Pelsdonk, FIDEM General Secretary
https://canadiancoinnews.com/petch-receives-prestigious-j-douglas-ferguson-award

Paul Berry, Chief Curator at the Bank of Canada 
Museum and “keeper of the National Currency 
Collection” talks shop with Philip Attwood, 
Keeper of Coins and Medals, British Museum 

Mingle and Medal Reception

Museum Tour

On Friday morning August 11th the FIDEM 
group met at the Canadian Museum of 
Nature for a tour. The tour was hosted 
Nathalie Boulet, the Supervisor of Sales at 
Canadian Museum of Nature. Nathalie 
showed us the different spaces in the 
museum, which will be used by the Con-
gress including the spectacular medal 
exhibition space.

Paul Petch speaking about his 
receiving the Douglas Ferguson 
Award  
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After the tour everyone car-pooled over to the 
Old Mill Brew Pub for lunch to enjoy a tradi-
tional style Canadian lunch of Tourtiere or Bison 
burgers, washed down with a brew from the pub.

In the Afternoon, we were hosted to a very 
enjoyable boutique tour of the Royal Canadian 
Mint, The Interim meetings for executives and 
delegates were held in the Polar Bear RCM 
Board Room. Following the meetings at the 
Mint there was free time to explore the Byward 
Market followed by an evening of camaraderie 
at The Aulde Dubliner Pub in the market area. 

Saturday August 12th   we all met at the Houses 
of Parliament where we were treated to an 
excellent and extensive tour. We were able to go 
into the library and both the Commons and the 
Senate chambers as well as other special rooms.  
Our guide was extremely knowledgeable and 
made the tour so interesting. 

The House of Parliament

Old Mill Brew Pub

FIDEM Interim Meeting participants 
tour Parliament Hill, in the library

The Senate



As the tour took longer than anticipated we had 
to take taxis to get to lunch at Bistro Boreal in 
the Canadian Museum of History. Following 
lunch we were taken on a tour to see the new 
special exhibition about Canada. We had hoped 
to walk back to the hotels from the museum but 
the heavens opened and it poured with rain, so 
we all piled into taxis back to the hotels prior to 
the evenings activities. 

A goodbye dinner was organized for FIDEM 
members and partners at the Canal Ritz  
Restaurant. This restaurant is situated on a 
bend in the Rideau Canal, which is a very 
picturesque part of Ottawa. The dinner was 
hosted by FIDEM and we all had a lovely evening. 

We look forward to welcoming the world to 
Ottawa in 2018 for the XXXV FIDEM 
Congress Celebrating “Women“ and 
“Women in the Natural Sciences”. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lynden Beesley

FIDEM Delegate Canada
FIDEM XXXV Congress Chair

Relaxing at the Taylor’s



MASC Council
Lorraine Wright - President

Janine Lindgren - Vice President

Paul Petch - Webmaster & Treasurer

Directors -  Past Presidents -  

  Andrea Yermy  Sarah Tothill (2011 - 2014)

 Eric Knoespel  Doug Taylor  (2010- 2011)

 Geert Maas  Paul Petch  (2008 - 2010)

 Richard McNeill  Sauliius Jaskus  (2006 - 2008)

    Susan Taylor (2003 - 2006)

    Del Newbigging (2000 - 2003)

Early Reminder - MASC Membership 2018
three newsletter issues a year • invitations to exhibits • associate with other medalists

Membership dues will be requested January 1st 2018,  
for the 2018 calendar year.

MASC Renewal or New Membership Application
Please fill in the above form if new information for MASC is required

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

PAYPAL is available at medallicart.ca   OR
MAIL cheque to:  The Medallic Art Society Of Canada
  412 Roncesvalles Ave. Suite 115 
  Toronto, ON M6R 2N2

MASC MISSION STATEMENT
The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the  

creation, promotion, appreciation, and education of the fine art of the medal
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