
It has long been a dream of the founders of MASC to secure a permanent home for members’ medals. Art Ellis has 
done just that. Last Christmas, Art negotiated with Shirley Madill, Director of Rodman Hall Art Centre and Gallery, a 
deal that MASC council could not refuse.

The Rodman Hall Art Centre/Brock University is pleased to work in collaboration with MASC through housing their 
revolving collection of unique medals. Located in downtown St. Catharines and officially founded in 1960, Rodman 
Hall’s primary responsibility is to provide the citizens of St. Catharines, the Niagara Region and southern Ontario with 
a significant cultural asset in the form of an art gallery. Rodman Hall engages a diverse community with innovative 
programs, services and enterprises and delights in playing an inspiring, dynamic and unique role in the cultural 
development of the city and region. Offering a home where these unique medals by talented artists can be shown to the 
general public on an ongoing basis is the first step to a future relationship with many mutual benefits.

Shirley Madill, Director Rodman Hall Art Center and Gallery
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 A Dream Come True

NEWSLETTER OF THE MEDALLIC ART SOCIETY OF CANADA
Spring 2011, Issue 28

 Rodman Hall Art Center and Gallery



Dear friends and members,

The MASC council at their January meeting approved moving forward with the Rodman Hall Art Centre and Gallery. 
MASC, in collaboration with the Gallery, is now in the process of designing showcases to display members’ work on 
an ongoing basis. These cases will be manufactured and ready to receive members’ medals by the fall of 2011. The 
exhibition will be for members’ medals created in the last two years. Rodman Hall has agreed to act as repository for 
medals and medals can be submitted anytime during the year from then on. The idea here is that the medals will be 
available to show at other venues throughout the year as they become available. Andrea Yermy, Membership Secretary, 
has been actively searching for smaller venues and has been successful in identifying a number of locations. It is hoped 
that the membership will do likewise in their localities across Canada.

Rodman Hall Art Centre and Gallery is located in the heart of the Niagara Region. This region is preparing for a major 
celebration of the War of 1812 and its lasting legacy, “200 Years of Peace between the United States and Canada”. The 
war involved four nations, alphabetically Britain, Upper and Lower Canada, First Nations and the United States. Art 
Ellis is again taking the lead in ensuring that MASC is involved. Art has been working with Rodman Hall and regional 
representatives to identify how MASC can take an active part in the celebrations. For MASC this has the potential to 
be a huge opportunity with a major exhibit at Rodman Hall, currently scheduled from June to August, 2012. On the 
Canadian side alone the celebrations involve 12 municipalities. A Call for Entry will be included in the Fall 2011 
newsletter. This should give the membership time to prepare new medals for the celebrations.

MASC’s Council at their January meeting approved the domain name of www.medallicart.ca for MASC’s website. 
Paul Petch, as MASC’s webmaster, moved quickly, secured the name and did the necessary work for it to be activated. 
You can now find MASC at www.medallicart.ca or by doing a web search for “Medallic Art Society of Canada” with 
your favorite browser and add MASC to your favorites list.

Paul did not stop there. In addition, Paul has added a “Members Only” page where you, as a member, can now access 
all of the past issues of “Behind the MASC” newsletters. Just follow the links from the homepage and enjoy.

The Student Competition has been revamped to the Student Recognition Program. After consulting with teachers and 
teaching assistants, it would be better to recognize students’ work rather than a select few. The money collected from 
the entry fees will now be used to create a special student edition of the newsletter, highlighting all the students’ 
medals. The student medals will also appear on a students’ webpage with a colour image of the medals and the artists’ 
names.

The Annual General Meeting is being scheduled for mid June. As well as the normal proceedings, a number of 
activities are being planned. Plan to attend Art Ellis’s lettering workshop. Other workshops are in the planning stages. 
If you have medals or artist tools you wish to sell or trade bring them to the flea market swap-shop. Please set aside 
time to attend.

All of the above is good stuff and it requires volunteers in order to continue, most notably a secretary to record the 
minutes of council meetings and members willing to serve on the board of directors. We also need members who can 
be located anywhere to act as editors, proof-readers and authors of articles for the newsletters and other MASC 
publications. For this, all you need is access to the Internet.

Many minds make light work.

Doug Taylor, Interim President
info@medallicart.ca
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  President’s Message



VI International Biennial of Contemporary Medals - Seixal, Portugal
2009 was definitely a year for two big International Medal Exhibitions that would make any medallist, like myself, 
proud to participate: the XXXI Congress International of FIDEM in Tampere, Finland, and the VI International 
Biennial of Contemporary Medals in Seixal, Portugal. The exhibition in Portugal ran from April 17, 2010 to June 13, 
2010. In Portugal, medals have been a very much appreciated form of art for many, many years.

As an emerging medallist, I wanted to ”put my name out there”. The VI International Biennial of Contemporary 
Medals in Portugal interested me for three reasons: it was an international jury exhibition, there were great prizes to be 
won, and it was in my mother country.

I found out about this exhibition on the FIDEM site www.fidem-medals.org, printed out the entry forms, filled them 
out, made a money order of 50 Euros (around $75 Canadian, and it included an exhibition catalogue upon the medal 
return) and mailed it together with my medal. The cost of shipping my medal was around $15 by regular mail.
I decided to enter this exhibition with a different medal. It is entitled “Global Warming” and I made it out of steel, 
resin, brass screws and acrylic paint. I consider this medal a “sandwich medal”, because it is made of two steel plates 
and resin in between. I really enjoyed making this medal. At the beginning, I was not sure if this was going to work 
with all of the different materials, but I was pleased with the final product. This medal represents the North Pole and 
the Global Warming problem as well as the Polar Bear, one of the animals affected the most. On the pieces of ice on 
the obverse can be seen the words “Save the Earth”. On the reverse is a very smooth and empty surface with three 
brass screws. The empty surface represents an empty world but at the same time the screws means that this problem 
can also be fixed.

A long time member of MASC who resides in Canada, Yoshiko Sunahara, entered this exhibition with three medals, 
“Northern Crossing”, “Michael” and “Outbreak”. Members of MASC from Australia, Anna Meszaros, entered with 
one medal “Sunset/ Sunrise” and Michael Meszaros with three medals, “Campfire”, “Prisoner of Economics” and 
“Stalactites & Stalagmites”.

The prize winners of this exhibition were: Grand Prize (4.000 Euros) Awarded to Olaf Stoy from Germany, with 
the medal “Minotauros in the Labyrinth”- Porcelain unglazed. Innovation Prize (2.500 Euros) Awarded to Elizabeth 
Varga from Holland, with the medal “A Wonderful Bouquet”- Collage and cutting. Portuguese Mint Prize Young 
Artists (750 Euros) Awarded to Boris Zecevic from Serbia, with the medal “Tsunami Arrival”- Recycled materials. 
Gravarte Prize (Honourable Mention) Awarded to Vito Valentino Cimarosti from Italy, with the medal “Anno di San 
Paolo”- Bronze. National Society of Fine Arts Award (Honourable Mention) Awarded to Maria Manuela Madureira 
from Portugal, with the medal “La Vision Partiale”- Ceramic. 

In this VI International Biennial of Contemporary Medals, 97 artists entered worldwide and 193 medals were 
exhibited.

Antonio Louvado
alouvado@hotmail.com
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 International Events
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Grand Prize
Olaf Stoy

“Minotauros in the Labyrinth” 
Porcelain unglazed
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Elizabeth Varga
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Collage and cutting
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Ceramic

Anna Meszaros
MASC, Australia
“Sunset/ Sunrise”

Yoshiko Sunahara
MASC, Canada

“Northern Crossing”

Michael Meszaros
MASC, Australia

 “Prisoner of Economics”

Antonio Louvado
MASC, Canada

“Global Warming”



1. Where and when was the first MASC meeting held? 
The first MASC meeting was held at Del Newbigging’s home in Etobicoke on Sunday, June 16, 2000.

2. MASC has had four presidents in ten years. Name them.
Del Newbigging (2000 - 2003), Susan Taylor (2003 - 2006), Saulius Jaskus (2006 - 2008), Paul Petch (2008 - 
2010)

3. The first MASC exhibition was held in October 2002. Where was it? 
The first MASC Exhibition was held in Ottawa at the War Museum. This most excellent exhibition was beautifully 
displayed and ran for six months. MASC member medals, Olympic medals, political medals, historic medals and 
the process of making medals were all included in the show.

4. Who gave the welcome address at the opening of the inaugural exhibition? 
The opening welcome address was given by Canada’s foremost medallist, Dora de Pédery-Hunt. The formation of 
a medal society for Canada was her dream.

5. MASC’s first catalogue was very beautiful but it put MASC financially in the red. What did we do to climb back to 
solvency? 
For some time MASC limped along in the red and stayed solvent on the president’s credit card. Finally a bright 
idea managed to get MASC in the black where it has stayed for the past years. A Silent Auction was held where 
members donated medals, jewellery and other items which were auctioned off and collected sufficient money to 
dig MASC out of the financial hole.

6. The Annual General Meeting of MASC focuses on evaluating the past and planning for the future of the society. 
Several AGM’s have been graciously sponsored by another organization. What is that organization? 
MASC had the good fortune to be associated with the Canadian Numismatic Association. This association invited 
MASC to hold the Annual General Meeting at the same time as the CNA held their convention. This not only gave 
MASC a larger number of interested viewers but also assisted in the financial costs.

7. MASC has a Mission Statement that has four objectives for the society. What are the four objectives? 
The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the creation, promotion, appreciation and education of the fine 
art of the medal.

8. MASC has had one major exhibition outside of Ontario. Where was it? 
MASC held an exhibition in Kelowna, British Columbia from July to August, 2007. The exhibition was housed at 
the Geert Maas Art Gallery & Sculpture Gardens.

9. Name the company that sponsors the MASC newsletter, ‘behind the MASC’. 
For the past ten years the major sponsor of the MASC newsletter ‘behind the MASC’ has been Artcast Inc. This 
fine art foundry is owned and operated by MASC Director, Eric Knoespel. The sponsor provides the funds that 
produces and mails the newsletter.

10. MASC had a major exhibition focusing on medals that were not made with traditional bronze. Where was the 
exhibition held and what material was featured? 
In partnership with the Toronto’s Gardiner Museum, celebrating their 25th Anniversary and MASC, celebrating 
our 10th Anniversary, an exhibition was held at the museum from December 2009 to February 2010. The featured 
material for this exhibition was fired clay (terra cotta).
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 Answers to last month quiz “Ten Questions for Ten Years” 
 A 10th Anniversary Quiz by Del Newbigging



Andrea Yermy
I was born and lived in Budapest where art and culture were strongly influential in my early aesthetic development, but  
it was in Toronto that I began to study art formally. My studies began at Ontario College of Art and Design, then later 
continued at the Art Centre under Richard McNeill, where I became fascinated with medallic art. I continue to learn as 
I work as an educational studio assistant at The Art Centre at Central Technical School. My hand-held “sculptures” 
invite intimacy and interaction. By being held, the medal comes to “life”. I work directly in wax to find the image, 
moving from the personal to the universal. Then I follow the age-old technique of the “lost wax method” to transform 
the wax into bronze. I have exhibited at the Art Centre, the MASC Exhibit in The War Museum in Ottawa, the John B. 
Aird Gallery in Toronto, in Kelowna, B.C., and with FIDEM Art Medal World Congress 2008 and 2010.

Alison F MacNeil
The most recent medal is one of my husband from a photo I took in the days when we sailed in our catboat “Lobelia” 
on the Avon River and Minos Basin; a birthday present for our son Ian. I dried it more slowly than usual, in hopes of 
avoiding warping of the clay as I did not hollow out the depths from the underside. Previous to that one, I made a relief 
of husband Hugh, reading a book our daughter is writing. This was Daphne’s birthday present, so my next kiln firing 
will determine the fate of each.

Casting in bronze is always an option, however the fired clay will be given a patina of oil paint and turpentine, 
finishing with a protective coating of beeswax thinned with turpentine – to restore a little of the look when the moist 
clay gave its subtle sheen to the surfaces.
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 Recent Medals from our Members



Jeanne Bates
In October, a thirty-nine member delegation from the KKSCA (Kelowna-Kasugai 
Sister City Association) visited Kasugai, Japan for the annual Kasugai Festival. 
The Kelowna group presented Mayor Ito of Kasugai with a bronze medal of one 
of Kelowna’s famous reintroduced Big Horn Sheep, created by MASC member 
Jeanne Bates. The sculpture will reside permanently on display at the entrance to 
City Hall in Kasugai, Japan.

British Art Medal Society (BAMS) Weekend Conference & AGM
April 8th through 10th 2011, Worchester College, Oxford, England
www.bams.org.uk or by calling Janet Larkin 020 7323 8568

MASC AGM ,Workshop and Flea market
Tentatively scheduled for June 11th, 2011. Details to follow as the program is finalized. www.medallicart.ca

Royal Canadian Numismatic Association Convention
July 13th through July 17th 2011, Windsor, Ontario. 
Symposium Thursday, Bourse* Friday – Sunday
(*the stock exchange) www.rcna.ca/2011windsor.php

American Medallic Art Society (AMSA) / National Sculpture Society (NSS) Medallic Sculpture Seminar 
July 15th and 16th, 2011, Brookgreen Gardens, Murrells Inlet, South Carolina. 
This two-day seminar will begin with “Opening Remarks” followed by a partial tour of the sculpture gardens, the 
current medal exhibit and the “Art Medal –Past and Present” exhibit, curated by author Robin R. Salmon, vice 
president for collections, curator of sculpture at Brookgreen Gardens. The remainder of the day and the next day will 
be devoted to talks, demonstrations and mini-lectures. Details to follow as the program is finalized. http://
www.amsamedals.org/frameset_events.htm

11th International Symposium of Medals
October 17th through November 13th 2011, National Bank of Slovakia - Museum of Coins and Medals
http://www.muzeumkremnica.sk/ or by calling Erika Grniakova 00421-45-6780314 erika.grniakova@nbs.sk

FIDEM 2012
10th-14th of July 2012, Glasgow, Scotland. 
Details to follow as the program is finalized. http://www.fidem-medals.org/congress%20next.html

Art Medals on Facebook http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=356540445940

MASC Upcoming Exhibitions at Rodman Hall
“My Favourite Medal” - Submission due August 15, 2011, showing from September 1 to December 31, 2011
Open Members Exhibition - planned to show from January to May, 2012, member submissions
“The War of 1812” - planned to show from June to August, 2012, member submissions
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 Exhibitions, Workshops, and Events
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Medallic Art Society of Canada
365 Roncesvalles Ave., Suite 115, Toronto, 
Ontario, M6R 2M8, Canada
e-mail: info@medallicart.ca
www.medallicart.ca

behind the MASC 
365 Roncesvalles Ave., Suite 115, 

Toronto, Ontario, M6R 2M8, Canada

The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the creation, promotion, 
appreciation, and education of the fine art of the medal.

Interim President: 
Vice-President & Director at Large: 

Recording Secretary: 
Treasurer:

Membership Secretary: 
NewMedia Designer:

Editorial Board & Webmaster:

Doug Taylor 
Art Ellis
Position Available 
Ray Scott
Andrea Yermy 
Jasmine Vesque
Paul Petch

Honorary Directors:

Board of Directors:

Past Presidents: 

Immediate Past President:

Dora de Pédery-Hunt 2000-2008 
Anne Lazare-Mirvish
Eric Knoespel 
Eleanor Konkle
Geert Maas 
2000-2003: Del Newbigging
2003-2006: Susan Taylor
2006-2008: Saulius Jaskus 
2008-2010 Paul Petch

“The Sculpture Casting Company”
since 1964

14 Armstrong Avenue, Georgetown ON L7G 4R9 
T: 905 877 5455 F: 905 877 0205

www.artcast.com info@artcast.com

MASC Mission Statement

Meet the MASC Council

Medals by Founding MASC Member 
Dr. Alexander Husveti

All medals cast in bronze at Artcast Inc.
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