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The FIDEM XXXI Congress 2010 Medal 
 

The Tango Congress medal is made by the Finnish 
artist Assi Madekivi. She describes the medal as 
follows: "The figure on the obverse is dancing 
with the medal - or with a 'star' to which the part-
ner is elevated, at least from the perspective of 
FIDEM. The choreography is not without its 
amusing features. Tampere has recently created a 
profile for itself as the tango city by staging the 
annual World Tango Festival. I wanted to express 
the passionate attitude of friends of medal art to 
their subject of interest, and it seemed that this 
could be done with reference to dancing, without 
undue solemnity." On the reverse is the city of 
Tampere with the Tammerkoski Rapids, with the 
bridge crossing it serving as a symbol of medal art 
and the FIDEM congress.  

The medal was given to all FIDEM members who attended the congress in Tampere, Finland 

It is no coincidence that I am in a 
true birthday mood as I start my 
message for this, our tenth anniver-
sary issue, being in the middle of 
celebrating my own birthday at the 
very same time. And, just like any 
birthday, when you open these pages 
you will be greeted by friends, and I 
hope the delight of recalling a few 
memories of years gone by. The 
only thing missing is the cake, which 
doesn’t do that well in the mail. 
     A highlight in the history of 

MASC was our Annual General Meeting and the 2010 Student 
Medal Competition Awards on June 26. It was another fine, al-
though wet, time at the Glen Williams Town Hall. I extend my 
thanks to Pauline Dalby who did a superb job of chairing the 
competition and for also providing the report in this issue. Del 
Newbigging acted as our recording secretary and the minutes are 
the source of a detailed report in the same section. A feature of 

the AGM was 
our MASC  
T-shirt, so ar-
tistically cre-
ated by Kris 
Bovenizer. We 
have a good 
supply in vari-
ous sizes with 

either black printing on a white t-shirt or white or grey printing 
on a black T-shirt for $10. Contact me directly if you are inter-
ested. 
     Membership Secretary Andrea Yermy tells me that the rush 
of membership renewals started off strong but has now slowed 
and come to a stop. Please accept this reminder to hunt up your 
renewal notice, write your cheque and SEND IN YOUR DUES 
TODAY. We thank our supporters, but remind the others that 
your renewal is now more than two months overdue. 
     In related news, the people managing our post office box are 
moving, meaning we have another address change forced on us. 
We are still Suite 115, but now at 412 Roncesvalles Avenue with 
a postal code of M6R 2N2. Our full mailing address is on the 
back cover. 
     In looking at the photographs of time gone by, I am caused to 
reflect that MASC is in a time of change. So many of the people 
who were a part of the formation of MASC are no longer with 
us. The passion and commitment they brought to the young soci-
ety are in need of being re-born in new medallic artists and col-
lectors as we continue into our next decade. As you read this 
issue, with articles recalling where we have been, please also 
consider where we are going and what part you may serve in 
MASC’s continuing health and relevance. 
     By the way, as I wind up my birthday message, don’t bother 
wondering how old I am, because like John Paul Getty said, 
“Age doesn’t matter unless you’re cheese.” 
     Until next time, wishing the artists inspiration and the collec-
tors the best of luck, 
 

 Paul Petch   p.petch@rogers.com  (416) 745-3067 

President’s Message  
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Ten Words for MASC - Members Remembrances of MASC 
Collected by Del Newbigging 
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Two, Three, Council, Artcast, Exhibit, Renew, Contribution, Competition, Meeting, Friends  by Paul Petch, MASC President 
 

Canada’s Artistic Heritage in the Palm of Your Hand  by MASC Medal Competition Coordinator Pauline Dalby 
 

Make Art so cool it will make the critics drool! by Ildiko Hencz 
 

MASC, through leadership, stimulates participation in an ancient art form by MASC Treasurer Ray Scott 
 

Many Adventures Surprises Creativity 10 years of art and friendship   by Marie Jean Lederman 
 

In a bronze nutshell I share the world with you  by Jeanne Bates 
 

1)Dedicated  2)Eager  3)Loyal to the Past 4)Expert Communicators  5)Illustrative  6)Hopeful  7)Bronze  8)Thoughtful  9)Dora   
10)Hand-held Love  by MASC Recording Secretary Kris Bovenizer 

Simply the best medallic society in all of Canada!  by MASC  Past President Saulius Jaskus 
 

MASC is fantastic, inspirational and educational in promoting medallic art  by MASC Past Director Ann Shaper Pollack 
 

A thought . A letter. Lots of determination . Voila! – MASC  by 2009 MASC Medal Competition Winner Jane Juda 
 

Inspiration, Information, Imagination, Dora, Del, Yoshiko, Canada Circle Unbroken Friendships  by  Jeanne Stevens-Sollman 
 

Artistic, contemporary, visible, valued, interactive, programmed, progressive, versatile, receptive, supportive    
by MASC Director   Eleanor Konkle 
 

Information,  Friendship,  Mentorship,  Organized Education,  Intergenerational Progressive Fun    
by FIDEM Canada Delegate Lynden Beesley 
 

Medals are special creations. Soulful undertakings. Revealing visions.  Emancipating yearnings  by Alison F. MacNeil 
 

Association of sculptors, collectors, educators for the contemporary art medals   by MASC Past Director Yoshiko Sunahara 
 

MASC is making medals and making friends around the world    by MASC Past President and Director  Del Newbigging 
 

DECADE, PASSION, MEDALS, ART, BRONZE, EVERLASTING, MEMORIES, EXHIBITIONS, DORA DE PEDERY-HUNT, 
MEMBERS  by 2008 MASC Medal Competition Winner  Antonio Louvado 
 

Passion, Inner voice, Secret, Inspiration, Magic, Evolving, Satisfaction, Sharing, Art, Casting   by Shu-Hui Lee 
 

Community, Connecting, Motivating, Learning, Sharing, Promoting, Growing, Caring, Creative, Celebratory   by Andrea Yermy 
 

Precious. Momento, Charms, Keepsake, Token, Minute, Intimate, Tactile, Signifier, Talisman     
by Melanie Chikofski, Al Green Sculpture Studio School 
 

MASC: A Canadian organization promoting medallic arts and artists world wide    by W.A. Clements 
 

Friendship, stimulation, excitement, challenge, reward, miniature, endless, new, personalized message   
by Founding MASC Director Geert Maas 
 

Amazing growth and development for MASC and for medallic art  by FIDEM Vice-President Cory Gillilland 
 

Imaginative, Groundbreaking, Soul, Creativity, Tactile, Visual, Integrity, Social, Senses, Service   
by MASC Founding Treasurer Carlo Toccalino,  
 

Encouragement, Nurture, Inspiring, Enduring, Incomparable, Creative, Selective, Passionate, Educational, Persevering   
by 2010 MASC Medal Competition Winner  Florance Tsai 
 

Don’t mourn mistakes: Melt them, re-cast and be proud!  By Paul Shepherd 
 

Always trust your fellow man and always cut the cards   by Sylvia Perle 
 

Strong voice in Medallic Art, Educational, Culturally Uplifting, Numismatically Beneficial  
by Paul Johnson, Executive Secretary, Royal Canadian Numismatic Association 
 

Reaching across borders in warmth and friendship, sharing talents, ideas and inspiring creativity   by Polly Purvis 

Truth and Beauty – our task 
In success we bask, 

MASC       
by MASC Past Director 

Alex Husveti 

There was a gang called MASC 
Who claimed making medals their task. 

It was all OK, until the 10th Birthday 
When they decided to open the cask! 

by Art Ellis 

Shaped, molded metal 
delight to hold, feel contours 

forge's masterpiece       
by Mark Benvenuto 

Integrity, Respect for  
creativity, Thanks for  

welcoming this USA artist 
by Leonda Froehlich Finke 
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Ten Q uestions for Ten Years  

Ten Questions for Ten Years 
A 10th Anniversary Quiz by Del Newbigging 
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Del Newbigging invited a group of artists to his home on Islington Avenue in Toronto to discuss the possibility of forming an art 
medal society for Canada. The meeting took place on Sunday, July 16, 2000 at 1:00 p.m. Having had much instruction and encour-
agement from his teacher, Dora de Pedery-Hunt, Del had researched many such societies and  was a member of the British Art 
Medal Society (BAMS), The American  Medallic Sculpture Association (AMSA) and the International Art Medal Society (FIDEM). 
At least twice before an art medal society for Canada had been attempted. A meeting was needed to discuss if this was the time to try 
again. 

Del chaired the meeting which was attended by Dora de Pédery-Hunt, Anne Lazare-
Mirvish, Susan Taylor, Elizabeth Bradford Holbrook, Christian Cardell Corbet, Dustin 
Chandler, Doug Taylor and John Carolan. Joe Fiorito, City Columnist for The National 
Post, was on hand to record this event. The agenda included discussion on the need for 
a medal society, the procedure required to form a society, would there be different lev-
els of membership, what would be the annual membership fees, would anyone be al-
lowed to join or would there be specific credentials, what would we call our new medal 
society and are there government rules that must be followed when forming a society. 
 

All of these topics were discussed at length and many ideas were hotly debated. Very 
few concrete solutions were agreed upon but another meeting was planned. Some mem-
bers of the group decided that they did not want to take part but others were ready to go 
ahead and other medallists across Canada were invited to participate. The meeting 
ended at 3:50 p.m. and we were ready to begin the journey. Now we are ten years old 
with many successes and a bright future for medals in Canada. 

 
 
 

1 Where and when was the first MASC meeting held? 
 
2 MASC has had four presidents in ten years. Name them. 
 
3 The first MASC exhibition was held in October 2002. Where 
was it? 
 
4 Who gave the welcome address at the opening of the inaugural 
exhibition? 
 
5 MASC’s first catalogue was very beautiful but it put MASC 
financially in the red. What did we do to climb back to sol-
vency? 
 
6 The Annual General Meeting of MASC focuses on evaluating 
the past and planning for the future of the society. Several 
AGM’s have been graciously sponsored by another organization. 
What is that organization? 

7 MASC has a Mission Statement that has four objectives for 
the society. What are the four objectives? 
 
8 MASC has had one major exhibition outside of Ontario. 
Where was it? 
 
9 Name the company that sponsors the MASC newsletter,  
behind the MASC. 
 
10 MASC had a major exhibition focusing on medals that were 
not made with the traditional bronze. Where was the exhibition 
held and what material was featured? 
 
 
Please send your answers to MASC Editor John Carolan as 
soon as possible. The first MASC member with all ten ques-
tions answered correctly will receive a prize. 

L to R: Dustin Chandler, Susan Taylor,  
Anne Lazare-Mirvish, Dora de Pédery-Hunt, 

Elizabeth Bradford Holbrook,  
Christian Cardell Corbet & Del Newbigging 

Susan Taylor John Carolan,  
Del Newbigging &  

Susan Taylor 

Anne Lazare-Mirvish 
& Joe Fiorito 

Anne Lazare-Mirvish 
& Doug Taylor 

Dora de Pédery-Hunt  
& Del Newbigging 

 

Putting On The MASC: The First Meeting      by Del Newbigging 



 
 

2010 MASC Student Medal Award by Pauline Dalby  
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They came in all shapes, sizes and 
materials. 
 

The 2010 MASC Student Medal 
Competition attracted more than two 
dozen entries. 
 

The creativity of students who en-
tered the competition was amazing. 
 

Subjects ranged from the environ-
ment to summer vacations, friend-
ship, the passing of a world-famous 
couturier, native sweat lodges, a toad, 
and even the Haiti earthquake. 
 

Medals were submitted in bronze, 
paper, silicone and beaded silk. 
 

Judges Paul Petch, Del Newbigging 
and Saulius Jaskus had a task-and-a 
half on their hands deciding on a win-
ner. 
 

After much deliberation they chose the 
first prize winner Florance Tsai for her 
bronze medal in the classic style.  Plac-
ing second was Arie Bierstock for a 
modern bronze medal; and third place 
winner was Eric Schwarz for his 
avante  gard, beaded silk medal. 
 
Tsai is a graduating student from The 
Art Centre at Central Technical  
School, Toronto. Her medal  
 

 

Tobermory Summer depicted a vaca-
tion memory of three boys on a dock 
eating ice cream. Bierstock, a first-
year student also from The Art Centre, 
celebrated lifelong friendships with 
her medal Entwined. Schwarz, another 
Art Centre student, with his medal The 
Tree of Life commemorated the recent 
passing of Alexander McQueen, the 
world-famous fashion designer.  
 

Honourable mentions went to Irene 
Stubbs, an evening class student of 
Trish Oliver at the Art Centre, for her 
Ode to a Toad; to Shu Hui Yin Lee 
(graduating the Art Centre) for her 

medal The Earth is in Our Hands; and 
Young-Joun Yim, another of Oliver’s 
students’ for her medal Of Human Bond-
age/Contemplator. 
 

The prizes were awarded at the MASC 
Annual General Meeting, held in the 
village of Glen Williams in June. 
 

All 12 of the finalists’ medals were on 
display, along with a fine example of a 
sand-cast medal created by Art Centre 
student Birgitta Pavic, created under the 
tutelage of  Elaine Jaques, a medallist 
herself and sculpture teaching assistant 
at The Art Centre. 

Pauline Dalby, Frorance Tsai and Paul Petch 

The three winners: 
Eric Schwarz, Florance Tsai and Arie Bierstock 

2010 Student Art Medal Competition Winner 
Tobermory Summer by Florance Tsai 

 
 

Entwined 
 

by 
 

Arie Bierstock 

Third Place Winner 

 
 

The Tree 
of Life 

 
by 

 
Eric 

Schwarz 

Second Place Winner 



2010 MASC Student Medal Award 
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Medallic Art Society of Canada Annual General Meeting 
 

  Honourable Mentions 

 

 
Ode to a 

Toad 
 

by Irene 
Stubbs 

Of Human Bondage/
Contemplator 

 

by Young-Joun Yim 

The Earth is 
in Our Hands 

 

by Shu Hui 
Yin Lee 

MASC held its Annual General Meeting in the charming little artist village of Glen Williams, Ontario on June 26, 2010. President 
Paul Petch conducted the meeting and welcomed the members and students who braved the summer rain to support our medal soci-
ety as it celebrates its 10th anniversary. A moment of silence was observed in memory of Eileen Millen and Roger Hannam (Ireland) 
who passed away this year. 
 

Reports were given by the Executive Council. Treasurer Ray Scott presented an extensive financial report with a current balance of 
$1,621.10. Membership Secretary Andrea Yermy noted that MASC has 87 members at present.  
 

Coordinator Pauline Dalby presented the winners in the Student Medal Competition. They were: $1000 1st Prize Winner Florance 
Tsai; $300 2nd Prize Winner Arei Bierstock and $100 3rd Prize Winner Eric Schwarz. All of the finalists in the competition receive a 
year’s membership to MASC. The winning medal, Tobermory Summer, becomes part of the MASC Student Medal Collection. 
Honourable Mention Awards were given to Youn-Joung Yim for her “Of Human Bondage”, Irene Stubbs for “Ode to a Toad” and 
Shu Hui Yin Lee for “The Earth in Our Hands”. 
 

Director Del Newbigging presented a display of his Political Medals including the series Rise Up: Stop the War Against Women. He 
also showed his new children’s book, Robert Rat Has A Problem, which is hot off the press and available on his website 
(www.delnewbigging.com). Del concluded by talking about the FIDEM Congress in Tampere, Finland which he and his partner, 
John Carolan, attended. In glowing terms he described the excellent congress and the joy in seeing old friends from around the 
world as well as the delights of Finland. Members were encouraged to attend the next FIDEM Congress in Glasgow, Scotland in 
2012. 
 

President Paul Petch displayed the Student Medal Collection showing the medals, information and photos of the past winners. On 
display were the winning medals for 2007, 2008, 2009. The student medal competition is very important for the society. MASC’s 
Mission Statement declares that The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the creation, promotion, appreciation and edu-
cation of the fine art of the medal. 
 

Saulius Jaskus, Chairman for the MASC/Gardiner Museum exhibition (December 2009 -January 2010) showed a catalogue listing 
the participants in the exhibition which highlighted MASC’s 10th Anniversary and the Gardiner’s 25th Anniversary. He said that this 
exhibition had been excellent exposure for MASC. 
In further comments Saulius noted that we are looking for a permanent home for MASC to have an on-going exhibition of medals. 
If anyone has a suggestion for this they should contact President Paul Petch. 
 

“Memorable Medals” a display arranged by Paul Petch showed the medals collected by Dora de Pedery-Hunt upon her many  
FIDEM congresses. John Carolan had success in identifying some of the medals by questioning people at the FIDEM congress in 
June. More investigative research will follow. 
 

The meeting closed with an invitation to view the MASC Council members’ medal exhibition at the Williams Mill Gallery. The 
next Executive Council meeting will be on Sunday, September 26, 2010 at the Swiss Pick Restaurant in Toronto. All MASC mem-
bers are welcome to attend. 



The FIDEM XXXI Congress was held in Tampere, Finland from June 16 to June 19, 2010. FIDEM members from Canada who at-
tended included FIDEM Canada Delegate Lynden Beesley, Susan and Doug Taylor, Elly and Geert Maas John Carolan and Del 
Newbigging. A presentation was given by Susan Taylor and another was given by Geert & Elly Maas. Everything about this con-
gress set the highest standard from the perfect weather to the excellent organization, wonderful exhibitions, delicious dinners, inter-
esting tours  and wonderful hosts.. If you missed this congress you should plan on being at the next one that is scheduled for Glas-
gow, Scotland in 2012. Read about the XXXI Congress on the FIDEM website (www.fidem-medals.org) 
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  FIDEM XXXI Congress  by John Carolan and Del Newbigging 

Hosts of the Congress 
Ilkka Voionmaa,  

President of FIDEM and 
his wife Gunnel Sievers, 
President of the Guild of  
Medallic Art in Finland.  

Philip Attwood, Keeper of Coins & 
Medals at the British Museum, on 
the boat trip to Viikinsaari Island 

Del Newbigging & Lynden Beesley 
at The Medal Fair 

Susan Taylor,  
Senior Engraver at the Royal 
Canadian Mint, spoke about 
Virtual Technology and the 

Art of the Medal. 

Ron Dutton (UK), Vice President 
British Art Medal Society (BAMS)  
and Mashiko (USA), Rack & Ham-

mer Gallery, NYC. 

Maria Rosa Figueiredo (Portugal),  
FIDEM General Secretary, Lynden 
Beesley, Del Newbigging and Inês 

Ferreira (Portugal), FIDEM Treasurer 

MASC Editor John Carolan 
(Canada ) at the  

Tove Janssan Museum for 
the Moomins and other  

Finnish forest creatures. Dr. Lars O. Lagerqvist, 
FIDEM Honorary Presi-

dent (Sweden) and  
Lynden Beesley, FIDEM 

Canada Delegate 
Medallist  Ida Karkoszka (Poland) 

and her fiancé,  Piotr Szmyt  Sculptors Del Newbigging (Canada) 
and Chizuko Nakaji (Japan) 

Jane McAdam-Freud (UK)  
and Ruth Kaplan  (Israel)  

Jane spoke on Freud’s Medals 

 

Left:  
Chizuko Nakaji, 

Sculptor 
Mashiko (USA)  

FIDEM Delegate,  
&  

Toshiako Yamada,  
President of Japan 
Metal Art and Craft 

Co., Ltd. 

Below: Elly & Geert Maas  
They spoke on “The Spirit of 

Kelowna” medal project. 



 

The Warrior 
 

This medal portrays the attraction to the soldier by his decorative uniform as well as to his physical  
characteristics. The Warrior has been a figure that dominates society in all civilizations throughout  
the history of mankind. 
 

Bronze Medal created by Del Newbigging  in 2009 
90mm long x 70mm wide x 3mm thick 
 

The Warrior was exhibited at the FIDEM XXXI Exhibition in Tampere, Finland in 2010.  
The medal has been purchased by The British Museum. 
  

 

A sculpture commissioned by MADD Canada was installed on May 20, 2010 in Central Park, Burnaby B.C., on the corner of 
Kingsway and Boundary Road in Vancouver, Canada.  
 

Geert Maas designed and created a large, visually appealing, and long-lasting monument dedicated to leaving a legacy to victims of 
impaired driving and to educating the public about the dangers of impaired driving. The monument itself is a large brushed stainless 
steel circle with a cast bronze relief on it. The images on the artwork are meant to evoke images that coincide with MADD Canada's 
message; to provide support to victims of drinking and driving and to heighten awareness about this issue. The entire artwork sits 
upon a tall base made of exposed aggregate concrete. The monument pays tribute to those loved ones killed or injured in an alcohol 
related crash. The victims of impaired driving will feel that their loved ones are not forgotten.  
This MADD Legacy Project is meant to inspire hope and offer strength and courage to move forward.  
 

Geert Maas enlarged one of his medals entitled Filling the Void for the bronze section of the sculpture. This medal has been exhib-
ited during FIDEM XXX exhibition in Colorado Springs in 2007.  

 

The stainless steel circle which is the artwork in its entirety represents a giant 
wheel which is at the heart of MADD Canada's mission to stop drinking and 
driving. There are four shapes of people's faces (negatives) cut out of this circle. 
These represent the four people on average killed in Canada every day by im-
paired driving. These people are the innocent victims of this violent crime. They 
are missing from the artwork and leave a void in the lives of family and friends. 
When the monument is viewed from the back, the missing people are there 
amongst the living. This is meant as a metaphor that although the bodies of the 
people are gone, they continue to live on in the hearts and memories of friends 
and families. The four "positives" are the people left behind after the crash. 
These are the lives that are changed forever never to return to the way things 
were before the crash.  
 

The bronze relief at the bottom of the front of the artwork creates artistic interest 
at the heart of the piece. The circular nature of the relief again represents a 
wheel, a steering wheel or the wheels of a vehicle. The circle motif also repre-
sents the support and friendship victims can find through organizations like 
MADD. The circle is like being enveloped in a giant hug after victims and their 
families have suffered such devastation and loss. There are several images of 
people in the bronze relief. This represents the many people who are impacted by 
a single crash. There are friends, family members, support groups, and profes-
sionals who deal with the victims and their families after a crash. In between all 
these people are hollow spots or cut out figures. These are the people who are 
missing, but never forgotten.  
 

The MADD Legacy Project is about remembering those affected by impaired 
driving and about creating public awareness around this issue. 
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Geert Maas and the MADD Legacy Project by Elly Maas 

Dimensions:  
Circle of stainless steel 4 feet diameter (120 cm) 

Bronze relief 28 inches (72 cm) 
Total height of monument 8 ft 4½” (254 cm) 

   

Member News  
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Suite 115, 412 Roncesvalles Avenue  
Toronto, ON, M6R 2N2, Canada  
email: newcar@sympatico.ca 
Editor: John Carolan 

MASC Council  
President: Paul Petch                                          
Vice-President:      
Recording Secretary: Kris Bovenizer 
Treasurer: Ray Scott                                                                  
Membership Secretary: Andrea Yermy  
Competition Coordinator: Pauline Dalby   

Board of Directors 
 

Eric Knoespel  
Eleanor Konkle    
Geert Maas   
Del Newbigging  

Honorary Directors 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt 2000-2008 
Anne Lazare-Mirvish 

Past Presidents 
Del Newbigging   2000-2003  
Susan Taylor        2003-2006  
Saulius Jaskus      2006-2008  

MASC Mission Statement 
 

The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the creation,  
promotion, appreciation and education of the fine art of the medal 

New mailing address for  MASC  
 

Please note that effectively immediately our  
mailing address has changed to: 

 

Medallic Art Society Of Canada 
Suite 115, 412 Roncesvalles Avenue, 

Toronto, Ontario, M6R 2N2 
Canada 

On March 4, 2010 Geert Maas was the recipient of the  
Lifetime Achievement Arts Award from the  

 Arts Council of the Central Okanagan. 
 

The award was created by MASC member Jeanne Bates 
 

MASC is proud and appreciative to have the support and 
many contributions of our Director Geert Maas. 

Congratulations Geert Maas 


