
 President’s Message 
On the Roman calendar, the first month of 
the year is named for the two-headed god 
Janus, the Roman god of gates, doors, door-
ways, beginnings and endings and the simple 
human inclination of looking back and look-
ing ahead. With this message I am looking 
back and reflecting on the opening of our 
exhibition at the Gardiner Museum and also 
looking ahead to another year of the opera-
tion of your Society. 
I was pleased to join those who attended the 
December 5 opening of the Gardiner exhibi-
tion celebrating the 25th anniversary of the 

Gardiner and the 10th anniversary of this Society. Gardiner Mu-
seum Chief Curator Charles Mason opened the official proceed-
ings by greeting everyone and providing some background on the 
museum before he introduced your President. I read from some 
prepared remarks: 

This evening’s opening is actually a celebration within a 
celebration. It marks the culmination of planning on the part of 
the MASC executive and many hours of work by the participating 
artists whose medals you see displayed here this evening. 

In extending appreciation, it is most appropriate to first 
thank the Gardiner Museum and Mr. Charles Mason, Chief Cu-
rator, for enthusiastically sharing our vision of a ceramic medal 
exhibition. I personally have benefited from the Gardiner’s fine 
collection and the opportunity to view and enjoy ceramics in its 
many forms . . . but I do believe MASC is bringing something 
fresh to these galleries with this exhibition.  

Recognition must also go to each of the individuals, both 
members of the MASC executive and those who have unselfishly 
shared their talents, in keeping MASC operating over the years 
and in contributing to the realization of this exhibition. 

These individuals include founding president, director and 
jury member Del Newbigging, past president; exhibition co-
ordinator and jury member Saulius Jaskus; membership secre-
tary and catering captain Andrea Yermy; retired director, jury 
member and publicist Yoshiko Sunahara; John Carolan for pho-
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tography and continuing service as the editor of our newsletter; 
director and advertising advisor Eric Knoespel of Artcast; 
Lorraine Wright for her contribution to publicity including 
graphic layout, printing, press release preparation (and MASC 
buttons!). 

There were planning and preparation contributions from 
our Recording Secretary Kris Bovenizer, Treasurer Ray Scott, 
Directors Eleanor Konkle and Geert Maas (who by the way 
travelled from Kelowna, BC, to be with us today) and Pauline 
Dalby who is co-ordinating our Student Medal Competition for 
2010. I also publicly add my personal thanks to my wife,  
Carolyne-Marie, for her assistance at this reception. It was a 
pleasure to have Canadian FIDEM Delegate Lynden Beesley in 
attendance from Kelowna, B.C. 

With the exception of Eric who casts medals and myself 
who collects them, all of these people created medals for this 
exhibition. 

The exhibition will continue until January 31st and I do 
hope that everyone who has not seen it already will take the 
time to visit the Gardiner before the exhibition closes. 

In looking ahead to 2010 and our tenth anniversary year, I 
am inspired by the level of member participation at the exhibi-
tion as well as the service of those members with positions on 
the MASC Council, but I am as equally concerned by some 
disturbing realities. There is still more participation required 
from the membership in the operation of the Society. The posi-
tion of Vice-President continues to stand vacant, as do two Di-
rector positions on Council. I was pleased to offer thanks on 
behalf of the Society to Yoshiko Sunahara at our most recent 
Council meeting as her resignation as a Director became effec-
tive on November 30, 2009.  

In a manner of speaking, I am as Janus: I look back with 
thanks to those Council members who served for so many years 
but are no longer with us; I look ahead to the need for new 
Council members – those who will take up the task of keeping 
the Medallic Art Society of Canada going for another ten years. 
Wishing a Happy New Year to everyone including inspiration 
to the artists and best of luck to the collectors, 
(416) 745-3067             p.petch@rogers.com           Paul Petch         

Comfort In Time Of Grief      62 mm x 87 mm      Fired Clay 
A friend’s husband was dying. From a distance I longed to send her comfort  

 

Left 
Our granddaughter, 

Tallulah  
(aged 41/2 ), 

at her first piano 
performance  

 

95 x 115 mm   
Fired Clay 

We Two Are One In Joyfulness First Piano Performance 

 

Right 
From a favourite 

photograph of 
our daughter with 
one of her babies  

 

100 mm  
Fired Clay 
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Bad landlords can get the Golden Cockroach Award; 
sloppy dressers make it to the Worst Dressed List, and 
lousy movies get the Razzies. But there's a special hell 
reserved for politicians, greedy bastards, royalty and less-
than-compassionate religious leaders - and it lasts for cen-
turies, not just a media moment -- it's called a Medal of 
Dishonour. 
 And Medals of Dishonour was the name of a unique exhi-
bition put on by the British Museum this summer; one that 
saw medals and the medallic arts get a whole whack of 
free publicity.  Maybe even one that Canada could follow. 
 The show at the British Museum, in London, England, 
which ran from June 25 - September 27, 2009, featured 
inglorious moments in mankind's history for the past 450 
years. 
 From George Bush to Louis XIV of France, from whole 
nations to the so-called Coa-
lition of the Willing, and the 
South Sea Bubble financial 
crisis of the 1700s, their dis-
graces and depradations 
were all there in hard, cold 
metal, preserved for eternity. 
 It was this last subject deal-
ing with financial scandals 
that caught the eye of the 
British press which has re-
cently been focussed on the 
collapse of several U.K. 
lending institutions, and a 
scandal over MPs expense 
claims. 
 "It's been very successful, we've received a lot of public-
ity," Philip Attwood, curator of medals at the British Mu-
seum told Behind the MASC. "I think in part it is because of 
the MPs expenses affair, and because people are also 
questioning people in the public eye a lot more now. A lot 
of newspapers picked up on that and we were also inter-
viewed on (BBC) Radio 4." 
 The idea for the show, proposed by Attwood and British 
artist Felicity Powell, was six years in the making. It began 
with a wish to show the museum's medal collection but 
also to explore the medal as an artistic medium. The Brit-
ish Art Medal Trust also weighed in by commissioning cur-
rent day medals of dishonour executed by 16 major artists 
of our times. 
 The exhibition featured 23 medals made between the 16th 
and 20th centuries.  They show that when it comes to 
abuse of power, corruption and oppression nothing, unfor-
tunately, is new. 
 One of the old medals, by an unidentified Dutch artist, 
shows French Protestants, known as Hugenots, in about 
1686, being dragged naked through the streets, hung from 
a gibbet and devoured by animals following Louis XIV's 

revocation of the Edict of Nantes, which gave official toler-
ance to the protestant religion.  The reverse depicts the 
Catholic church as the Antichrist. (The Dutch and the Ger-
mans were no fans of Catholicism, as Lutherism and the 
protestant religion were taking hold in northern Europe). 

 Bankers and market speculators came off no better than 
Catholics.  Several medals labelled financiers as rogues - 
one showing a speculator's back says "Now you see him, 
now you don't". It also proclaims "Bankruptcy is the Fash-
ion"  The Reverse shows a man lying dead, a briefcase 
marked 'Bills of Exchange' in one hand and in the other 
the caduceus of Mercury, symbolizing Commerce, with 
the inscription "Credit is as dead as a rat." 
 On the other hand, Greed also makes it to the dishonour 
roll.  One of the old medals shows the dog from Aesop's 
fables who, seeing his reflection in a river, drops the piece 
of meat in his mouth to get at the larger reflected one. 
 And a modern day medal depicts Jesus Christ, not as 
Born to Save but Born to Shop, while on the Reverse the 
Virgin Mary is portrayed as Our Lady of Bond Street,  a 
conspicuous consumer carrying not a sceptre and an orb 
but a mobile phone and numerous shopping bags over a 
background of designer labels such as Prada and Armani. 

 Other non-heroes include the Ku Klux Klan, several kings 
and popes, and warmongers from former British Prime 
Ministers Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, to Bush, 

Unidentified Dutch Artist: c.1686, Struck Silver, 58 mm.,  

Yun-Fei Ji :  
Coalition of the Willing 

2008, Cast bronze,  

Grayson Perry: For Faith in Shopping 
2008, Struck Copper, 70 mm.,  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

'the collateral damage from the war extends to the reputa-
tion of Britain as a whole'. 
 Europeans, of course, and particularly the British, are well 
know for slagging their own governments and politicians 
and, in fact, generally suffer fools badly no matter what 
their occupation. 
 But if we were to have such a medal competition in Can-
ada, what would we have a go at? How would we make it 
truly Canadian? And who could we enlist as our sponsors 
or partners in such a venture? Maybe the Canadian Mint, 
or a museum, an art gallery or an art foundation or bene-
factor? 
 And would it be possible to maybe feature some of the 
medals from other collections around the world, even from 
the British Museum, or would it be financially prohibitive? 
 MASC would welcome input from its members on this and 
other ideas that might put the medallic arts more squarely 
in the spotlight.   
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Goetz: Invasion, 1944 bronze 
110 mm., British Museum 

Gies: Dance of Death, 1917, 
Iron, 120 mm 

Steve Bell: CDM, 2008 
Cast bronze, 104 mm.,  

American munitions makers, to the Nazis and Russian 
Communists. 
 Some of the metallic vitriol is scornful in the extreme, and 
European bathroom humour comes to the fore.  Kings and 
treaty makers are shown puking, defecating and farting, 

naked prisoners are tied to giant phalluses, and in one 
medal the entire French nation is shown as a cockerel 
whose testicles are being chewed off by a rat (symbolizing 
Britain). 

 But some of the medals, 
especially those portraying 
the horror of war, are very 
moving. One, by Mona Har-
toum, shows a simple, old-
fashioned round hand gre-
nade with the outlines of 
continents etched on it, and 
the inscription in Arabic 
which merely says "Made 
in the United States." 
 And particularly touching is 
one called CDM (Collateral 
Damage Medal) executed 
in 2008 by artist Steve Bell, 

one of Britain's best-known cartoonists. Referring to the 
2003 invasion of Iraq it shows, on the obverse, the 
Queen's head in profile blinded, gagged and muffled by 
bandages under a battered crown, while on the reverse 
lies a lone, dead child under the words "Suffer Little Chil-
dren."   
 The implication, of course, is that Justice - usually de-
picted as a blindfolded female - is totally in disrepute while 

Mona Hartoum:  
Medal of Dishonour ,  
2008, bronze, 65 mm 

Goetz: The Watch on the Rhine, 1920, 

Christian Wermuth: 1713 
Discontent With the Peace of Utrecht 

Struck Lead,  44 mm.,  

 
Pauline Dalby spoke to Philip 
Attwood Curator of Medals, 
Department of Coins and Med-
als, The British museum, when 
she viewed the exhibition at the 
British Museum in July 2009. 
 
Medal illustrations in this arti-
cle are shown with permission 
of the British Museum. 
 



 

A Celebration of Anniversaries at the Gardiner Museum in Toronto  
By Del Newbigging 
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When MASC prepared an advertisement for this exhibition to appear in Slate art magazine, it included the tag line: “MASC mem-
bers leave behind the usual medium of the cast medal and display new works in ceramics.” This innovation was the brainchild of 
Saulius Jaskus who was the coordinator of the exhibition. On Monday, November 9th he along with Yoshiko Sunahara and Del 
Newbigging met at his home and juried the sixty medals that had been submitted for the show. The limit for the number of medals 
had been set at sixty medals so it was decided that there was no need to eliminate any of the submissions. However, in the afternoon 
the Chief Curator  for the museum, Charles Mason, arrived and decided that there were too many medals for the available space and 
he  would cut the number of medals for the display to thirty. The jury insisted that at least one medal from each participant should 
be included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, November 30th, John Carolan, Paul Petch, Saulius Jaskus, Charles Mason and the Gardiner Museum staff met to set up 
the exhibition of medals. The title for the show, “Art in the Palm of Your Hand” had been suggested by MASC Director, Eleanor 
Konkle. A display of the process of making a ceramic medal prepared by Del Newbigging formed the central part of the exhibit. A 
list of the medals and information was left at the front desk for anyone who was interested in purchasing any of the artwork. 
The exhibition was scheduled to be on view from December 1, 2009 until January 31, 2010. 
   The Opening Reception was held on December 5th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Approximately 80 people attended the event. The audi-
ence was welcomed by MASC President Paul Petch and Gardiner Museum  Curator Charles Mason. Everyone in attendance had a 
wonderful time sharing stories about medals and medallists. FIDEM Canada Delegate Lynden Beesley was in attendance from 
Kelowna, B.C. as were Geert and Elly Maas; Marie Jean Lederman (New York City) and Magdalena Lesniak and her family 
(Stoney Creek, Ontario). Delicious nibbles and drinks organized by MASC Membership Secretary Andrea Yermy were enjoyed by 
all. 
   MASC is indebted to many members for their help in setting up the exhibition including Antonio Louvada for inviting the local 
OMNI TV to record the event. 

Is this a difference of opinion? 
Yoshiko Sunahara and Saulius Jaskus 

John Carolan photographing all of the medal 
submissions with the help of Yoshiko Sunahara 

The Gardiner Museum Curator and the 
MASC jury reviewing the final selection 

MASC President Paul Petch and Gar-
diner Museum Curator Charles Mason 
preparing for their opening speeches 

The display of MASC medals in the 
lobby of the Gardiner Museum 

Attending the opening 
Above: MASC members 

Andrea Yermy and   
Sarah Tothill 

 

Left: Arnold Hoffmann, 
Ruth Bentley,  

Wendy Hoffmann and  
Del Newbigging 

At the opening 
Above: Del Newbigging 

being interviewed by local   
TV 

 

Right: MASC members 
Eleanor Konkle,  

Pauline Dalby and  
Art Ellis 
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Magdalena Lesniak 
Blushing 

Julia Trops 
Girls Night Out 

Eleanor Konkle 
Planetary Elements Andrea Yermy 

25 Pearls 

Roger Hannam 
Token For X 

Yoshiko Sunahara 
MASC 10th Anniversary  

Pauline Dalby 
The World of Porcelain 

Virginia Brett 
Vessel In Blue 

Marie Jean Lederman 
Ten Candles For MASC 

Del Newbigging 
The Potter 

Anne-Lise Deering 
Can There Be Peace In 

The World 
Shu-Hui Lee 

Celebration Of Anniversaries 
Polly Purvis 

Gardiner @ 25 
Antonio Louvado 

Ten Year Anniversary Seal 
Ray Scott 

Fiery Birth 

Jeanne Stevens-Sollman 
Anniversaries  

Lorraine Wright 
Here Be Dragons 

 

Left: 
Kris 

Bovenizer 
 

Ribbon 
Oopik 

Georgina Zmatlik 
Gardiner Museum 25th 

Sarah Tothill 
I’m A Fan Of Ceramics 

Saulius Jaskus 
Eden Lost 

Jeanne bates 
Cup Cake 

Art Ellis 
Celebrating 

Elaine Jaques 
Spirit Of Ginkgo 

 

Right: 
Lynden 
Beesley 

 

Two To  
Tango 

 

Left: 
Geert Maas 

 

Museum  
Memories 

 

Right: 
 

Scott McKinnon 
Tea For Two 
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  Members News 

A Geert Maas Commission by Elly Maas 
for Okanagan College, Vernon, B.C. Campus and  

Tachibana University in Kyoto, Japan 
 

Title: DESTINY   
 

Unveiling Vernon, September 8, 2009 
Unveiling Kyoto, Japan, October 24, 2009 

 

These sculptures depict people climbing stairs on an obelisk-  
like structure. This denotes the educational journey of students. 
The shape is like an endless column, an emphasis on educational 
development and growth. Those taking the educational journey 
are willing to turn the corner as symbolized by human figures 
climbing the stairs around the tower to the top. The unknown is 
a different challenge, a different culture to be met. Tachibana 
University and Okanagan College have embarked on this cul-
tural exchange, partnership and friendship. This is also symbol-
ized by two bronze medallions embedded in each sculpture rep-
resenting Tachibana University in Kyoto and Okanagan College.  
 
 

Remembering Dora de Pédery-Hunt  
by Henry Nienhuis 

 

The memory of MASC founding member Dora De Pédery-Hunt, 
who passed away September 29, 2008, was celebrated with a 
show of her work and family memorial at the Women’s Art As-
sociation of Canada on Sunday, November 8, 2009. 
 

In honour of the first anniversary of her passing, her niece, 
Ildikó Hencz, and her grand niece, Emily Hencz-Thornton, 
spoke of their aunt's life passion as the woman who introduced 
medallic art to this country and her warm, philosophical view of 
her chosen art form. 
 

A sampling of de Pédery-Hunt’s 
extensive portfolio of medals and 
small sculptures was distributed 
throughout the large main room at 
WAAC. A joy to all attendees, many 
of whom took advantage of the senti-
ment “Please… Feel free to handle 
the artwork” expressed in signage 
throughout the exhibit floor. 
 

Exhibit coordinator and curator,  
Barbara Mitchell, Co-President of 
WAAC designed the show around 
the concept of themed pods. A 
dozen or so examples of de 
Pédery-Hunt’s struck medals 
along with a great number of her 
cast art medals were tastefully 
presented. The specific topics of - 
Canadiana, Famous Canadian 
Women, Musicians, Scientists 
and more generally the seasons, 
people, musicians, word-
smiths - were highlighted. 
Along with her medallic 
artistry, were examples of 
her sculpture, jewellery 
and the delightfully deli-
cate Christmas decora-
tions and cards the artist 
produced in the 1950’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Destiny Obelisk 

The medal representing 
Okanagan College 

The medal representing  
Tachibana University 

Examples of Dora’s artistry may be viewed through a web-site  
dedicated to her work at www.doradepederyhunt.ca . 

 
Jewellery by 

Dora 

     Mother and Child 

Mishipizhew 

A series of bronze cast medals depicting 
the seasons 
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  Members News 
CERAMIC MEDAL WORKSHOP  by Cathy Gifford 

September 12, 2009 
 

    Eight participants including myself, gathered at Del Newbigging’s studio in Oshawa to experience an informative workshop on 
methods of creating ceramic and wax for bronze medals. The purpose of this workshop was to prepare us for entries in the Gardiner 
Museum exhibition as well as help in other aspects of medal making.    
For me, this was one truly organized workshop! Del’s step-by-step demonstrations, tools, materials and handouts were methodically 
laid out to make maximum use of his time and ours. The “teacher qualities” in Del were a sight to behold. Each station in his studio 
was set up like a surgeon’s table in the OR or even better - a chef’s cooking show. A true professional indeed. 
   Del demonstrated numerous ways of producing a ceramic medal, in addition to instruction in fine lettering to showcase the two 
anniversaries. The medal for the exhibition in December, 2009, will be made of fired clay, plaster and some metal in addition to 
glaze and/or paint. Demonstrations of pouring a  wax medal, pressing a clay medal, making a rubber mold, a plaster mold as well as 
mirror writing completed the teaching. 
  The grand finale of the afternoon was gifts to all of us of equipment and materials to further develop our “artistic talents” and tea 
and coffee along with John’s homemade baking. 
Thank you, Del, for a wonderful  workshop. 
 

 

 On August 22, 2009 I was viewing all of the wonderful artworks in the Ufizzi, Bargello 
and Academia, eating too much pasta and walking my legs off in Florence, Italy. How-
ever, I knew that a spectacular event was happening back home in Cobourg, Ontario. 
I sent a congratulatory postcard with a promise to visit when I was back home. 
 

 In Cobourg, Ontario one of our original MASC members and a long-time member of 
FIDEM was celebrating her 85th birthday. To mark this special occasion an exhibition of 
her work was organized at the Northumberland Art Gallery in Victoria Hall in Cobourg. 
I was sad to have missed this day in Cobourg and the launching of the biography, 
“Unlikely Paradise: The Life of Frances Gage” by Alan D. Butcher. It is the story of a 
brave woman, used to hard work and little money, who struggled through her life as a 
sculptor with happiness especially from the affection she gained from her four-legged 
friends. 
 

 Upon my return to Canada I immediately made a date with Frances and we had tea at 
her favourite restaurant, The Buttermilk Café, in Cobourg where she has lived for the 
past ten years. We both enjoyed reminiscing about the many stories described in her 
book, my classes with her at the Toronto School of Art and her wonderful sculptures on 
view in the gallery. 

  Tea with Frances   By Del Newbigging 

Pauline Dalby takes notes on making a rubber 
mold using Smooth-On PMC-121/30 DRY 

Florance Tsai and Paul Keleher 
listen intently as Del demonstrates 

Centre: Attending the workshop (l to r seated) 
Kris Bovenizer, Sarah Tothill,  
Florance Tsai and Jane Juda 
(l to r standing) Paul Keleher and Cathy Gifford 
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‘The Sculpture Casting Company’ 
 

Trusted by sculptors since 1964 

 
 
                      

14 Armstrong Avenue,  
Georgetown, Ontario,  

Tel: (905) 877-5455    Fax: (905) 877-0205  
www.artcast.com      info@artcast.com 

• Canada’s leading sculpture foundry 
• Casting bronze, stainless steel, aluminum,  
       silver and pewter   
• Enlarging, mold-making, polishing, patinating  
• Modeling and pouring wax, sculpting tools   

CALL FOR ENTRY 2010 
 

 STUDENT AWARD FOR ART MEDAL 
 

 $1000     $300     $100 
Deadline: April 15, 2010 

 Theme: Open 
Size: Not larger than 6” (150mm) in diameter 

Shape: No restrictions      
Thickness: No more than 10mm thick 

one-sided or two-sided. 
Material: Non-malleable  

(will not lose its shape when touched) 
 

  Medals juried from 4”x 6”photographs. 
Include a head & shoulders photo of the artist 

 

 Final ten medals juried from actual medals 
(Students will be notified if they make the short list) 

 

 Entry Fee:  $10.00 
(Personal cheque or Money Order made out to MASC) 

 Send photographs and entry fee to: 
MASC Medal Award 

1288 Ritson Road North, Suite 212,  
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada L1G 8B2 

 

Inquiries about this award should be directed by e-mail to  
 

Pauline Dalby at: thosealiens@hotmail.com 
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MASC Council  
President: Paul Petch                                          
Vice-President:      
Recording Secretary: Kris Bovenizer 
Treasurer: Ray Scott                                                                  
Membership Secretary: Andrea Yermy  
Competition Coordinator: Pauline Dalby 

Board of Directors 
 

Eric Knoespel  
Eleanor Konkle    
Geert Maas   
Del Newbigging  

Honorary Directors 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt 2000-2008 
Anne Lazare-Mirvish 

Past Presidents 
Del Newbigging   2000-2003  
Susan Taylor        2003-2006  
Saulius Jaskus      2006-2008  

Jeanne Bates 
 

The Okanagan Arts Council chose an original 
bronze sculpture created by MASC member, 

 Jeanne Bates, to use as their award presented to  
outstanding community artists. Jeanne says the 

sculpture represents the creative force coming to  
life  with the waves of movement leading to  
creative expression which breaks free of the 

 constraints of the circle. 

 

Visit our new MASC Website 
www.nunet.ca - click on MASC  or   MASC. nunet .ca 

 

Reverse                  Height - 95mm, Width - 140mm, Depth - 28mm                   Obverse 
 

The “3M Environmental Innovation Award” will be presented annually by the Royal Canadian Geographical Society  

The Royal Canadian Geographical Society Medal  
by Susan Taylor 


