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President’s Message 
Since the last edition of “behind the 
MASC”, two events, one fortunate, 
the other, unfortunate, have occurred. 
Both will affect us all directly. 
    First, the bad news. Due to the 
closing down of The Canadian Sculp-
ture Centre at 64 Merton Street in 
uptown Toronto by mid-December of 
this year, both the Sculptors’ Society 
of Canada and MASC will be losing 
their permanent exhibition space. Our 

benefactor, Al Green, owner of Meridian properties, has sold 
Meridian, and with it, the exhibition space we have enjoyed with 
the SSC for the past several years. Thanks to past SSC president 
and MASC member Judi Young for her kindness in permitting 
MASC to display in the SSC gallery. 
    It is hoped that if the SS relocates to space that is large 
enough, MASC may once again be included. For now, nothing is 
certain. Medals currently on display will be taken down by mid-
December and will be returned by early January to the partici-
pants. 
    Now, here’s the good news. The Gardiner Museum of Ce-
ramic Art, which is located just opposite the Royal Ontario Mu-
seum in Toronto, has offered us an exceptionally fine exhibition 
space from October 2009 to the end of January  2010. That’s 
four months in the best of all possible locations. Not only will we 
be helping the Gardiner celebrate it’s 25th anniversary in 2009, 
but also, we will have this prime location to celebrate our own 
10th anniversary in 2010. 
     The MASC exhibition at the Gardiner is a dream come true. 
The Gardiner’s prominence as one of Canada’s great museums, 
it’s central Toronto location at 111 Queen’s Park, its luxurious 
interior design, its popularity - all of these will benefit MASC in 

a significant way. Our specific display site is a large glass case 
in the grand entry hall just as people enter the main exhibition 
halls. Every visitor will see our exhibit as they proceed to other 
exhibits. 
    Here’s the catch. To conform with the mission of the Gar-
diner Museum of Ceramic Art, our medals must be made of 
one ceramic material or other, be it terra cotta, stoneware, 
china or porcelain, glazed or unglazed. As well, it is hoped by 
curator Sue Jeffries, whose generosity of spirit affords us this 
great opportunity, that at least some of our medals would focus 
on commemorating the Gardiner’s 25th anniversary. 
    Now, clay certainly is not a novelty to us as seasoned sculp-
tors. For those of us who generate clay masters for casting 
medals, and save these masters as well, this should pose no 
problem. These clay masters can easily be refined and fired for 
the purpose of displaying them. For those who usually model 
medal masters directly in wax or in plastiscene, this will prove 
an interesting diversion into a new way of working. In any 
event, new medals reflecting the Gardiner’s anniversary will be 
needed. 
    There are many methods to generate medals in clay, from 
direct modelling, to press mold and slip mold methods, as well 
as collage-like assemblage methods from existing ceramic 
remnants. Imagination and experimentation will be the key. 
This all certainly sets my creative wheels spinning.     This will 
all certainly give me the chance, as promised in the April 2007 
newsletter, to return to my theme of inspiration in creating 
medals in future President’s Messages. In the meantime, to 
learn more about the Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art and 
ceramic art in general, please go to the Gardiner website @ 
gardinermuseum.com 
 

    Until next time,    
    Sincerely,   
    Saulius Jaskus 

 
 

This hand-held sculpture is a 
monument to the work of  
Amnesty International,  

depicting the strength of one 
hand, one organization,  

making an opening into walls 
of silence hiding injustice, 
torture and the suffering of 

people everywhere. Obverse 
 

 150 mm x 80 mm Cast bronze 
Reverse 

 

 150 mm x 80 mm Cast bronze 
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Part III: The Society Of Medalists 
 
In Part II of this series we examined the relatively short-lived set 
of 12 art medals issued by The Circle of Friends of the Medal-
lion. While it fell short of the creator’s vision, the series did 
serve a greater purpose, however, as the forerunner for The Soci-
ety of Medalists (S.O.M.). This series began at the Weils’ Med-
allic Art Company a generation later, in 1930. Before its final 
release in 1995 the Society of Medalists had issued two medals 
per year to its members representing a creative series comprising 
a total of 129 medals in all. 
 
 The purpose of the Society of Medalists was threefold: 
• to develop in the American people a knowledge and appre-
ciation of medallic art; 
• to recognize and record, through the medium of medallic 
art, notable events, personalities, and cultural movements of the 
past and present; 
• to encourage the development of creative art. 
The list of sculptors contributing to the series reads like a Who’s 
Who of the American sculptors’ community. The series contains 
some of the finest art medals ever produced in the United States. 
 
 Most of the S.O.M. medals were made in 2¾” size, and they are 
among the most reasonably priced medals on the market today. 
In a recent  Presidential Coin and Antique Company auction, the 
highest price for an S.O.M. medal was $575; the lowest price 
was $11.50 for number 106, Dance of the Dolphins by Don 
Everhart, with “numerous tiny edge nicks” noted in the cata-
logue. It was in part two of the sale, in which only mail bids 
were accepted. This section generally has lesser material and 
lower prices than the section of the auction that allows floor bids 
and mail bids. In fact, the S.O.M. prices in the mail-bid section 
were shockingly low- in some cases from a fifth to a tenth of the 
prices they bring on eBay, where they quite regularly appear. 
 
 In the last half of the 20th century, medals in series took off with 
the founding of the Franklin Mint in 1963. This commercial ven-
ture was responsible for the production of over 160 such series 
before the market reached a saturation point with an inability to 
absorb any more. Ultimately I believe this was to the harm of 
serious collectors and certainly to artists interested in the medal-
lic art medium as well. 
 
 Once again turning to the Presidential Coin and Antique Com-
pany auction catalogue, H. Joseph Levine wrote of trying to at-
tract a larger audience to collecting art medals. “Many years ago 
we were asked for our views in marketing the Society of Medal-
ists medals. One of our suggestions was to go beyond the numis-
matic fraternity and attempt to place the medals in art galleries 
and museum shops. Part of the reasoning for this was to intro-
duce medallic art to a natural audience of people who collected  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 (1931) Frederick MacMonnies  
Charles A. Lindbergh / Lone Eagle allegory 

 (1936) R. Tait McKenzie   
Youth putting the shot / Four runners 

(1936) Albert Stewart  
 Ploughman and crosses / Peace  

(1956) Paul Fjelde  
 Walt Whitman / Leaves of Grass 
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and appreciated sculpture. In our opinion, one need not go the 
way of the Franklin Mint in order to appeal to a wider body of 
collectors, nor must the product be offered as appropriate for an 
investment in order to attract potential buyers. We believe that 
the mere exposure of the public to the beauty of the art medal 
would make a significant difference in its acceptance. The re-
cent renaissance of interest and prices in the Society of Medal-
ists medals as a result of eBay is proof that there is another mar-
ket out there.” 
 
 This story of medallic art has a still happier ending with the 
founding of the MASC here in Canada and the Medal Collectors 
of America, both in their own way nurturing both medallic art-
ists and collectors. Perhaps the new millennium will restore the 
art medal to the place it held at the turn of the 20th century. 
 
 The medal has moved in its own directions, adopting imagery 
and styles befitting its role as what may be thought of as first a 
colony, and then an independent country, removed geographi-
cally from other homes of the medal. But apart from its specific 
geographical and political context, the modern medal has shared 
the social, economic, and artistic contexts of medals since the 
Renaissance and has made its own contributions to this shared 
tradition. 
 
 With quotes from 
Alan M. Stahl Conference Chair COAC Medal in America 
And D. Wayne Johnson 
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(1944) Richard Recchia  
 Inspiration / Aspiration 

(1944) Mahonri Young  
 Riggers / Riveters 

 (1945) Berthold Nebel   
Wounded soldier / Atomic bomb explosion 

(1948) Thomas Lo Medico   
Pursuit of happiness / Good will toward men 

 (1957) Pietro Montana  
St. Francis and leper / St. Francis of Assisi at prayer 

(1992) Joesph Sheppard  
 Icarus in flight toward the sun / Icarus in free fall 
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FIDEM Congress XXX 
COLORADO SPRINGS , USA , SEPTEMBER 19-22, 2007 
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 The host of the congress was  the American Numismatic Associa-
tion (ANA) whose website is: www.money.org. The lectures were 
held at the  Antler’s Hilton Hotel and the exhibition was beautifully 
presented at the Edward C. Rochette Money Museum. 
 
     On September 19, the congress was opened with Mr Kenneth 
Bressett from the Money Museum as the Master of Ceremonies. The 
Keynote Speaker was Mr Edmund Moy, US Mint Director. He was 
presented with the new FIDEM at 70  medal. 
 
    The Opening of the Exhibition at the ANA Money Museum took 
place in the afternoon followed by a reception.  FIDEM XXX  Paral-
lel Exhibition of medals by 14 sculptors from 14 countries who had 
reached the age of 70 or more, was located at the same place. Canada 
was represented by Dora de Pédery-Hunt. 
 
   The Grand Prix was  awarded to Mr. Helder Batista from Portugal 
for all his art medals displayed in the exhibition. He also received the 
FIDEM at 70 medal and €2000. An Honorable Mention was awarded 
to Mr. László Szlávics Jr. from Hungary. Diplomas were given to the 
remainder of the ten finalists at the closing reception and banquet 
which was held at Cheyenne Lodge at the Broadmoor Hotel. MASC 
member, Deborah Patterson-Dass was one on the ten finalists.  
 
     On September 20, there were three parallel lecture sessions and in 
the afternoon buses took the participants to an Arts Business  
Center and to a barbeque in the magnificent Garden of Gods. 
 
     Friday September 21 was dedicated to six different lecture  
sessions. In the evening the congress was invited to the public open-
ing of the exhibition  at the Money Museum and to the Fine Arts 
Center. 
 
     On Saturday, September 22, the General Assembly confirmed the 
new Statutes for FIDEM and elected the new Executive Committee, 
the Consultative Committee and nominated the new delegates. Mr 
Ilkka Voionmaa, Finland, was elected President and Ms Maria Rosa 
Figueiredo, Portugal, was elected General Secretary. Mr. Claude 
Arthus-Bertrand was elected Honorary Member of FIDEM. MASC 
members Ms. Cory Gillilland and Mr. Ron Dutton became Vice-
Presidents. 
      
       All in all, it was a beautiful congress. Everything went smoothly, 
lectures held a high standard and the medals exhibited gave a fine 
overall picture of medals produced in the world after the FIDEM 
XXIX Congress in Seixal 2004. 
 
    All the lectures given at FIDEM XXX will be published in the 
Médailles in due course. All FIDEM  members will receive this 
publication as part of their membership fee. 

Retiring FIDEM Canada Delegate  
Del Newbigging and Lynden Beesley,  
incoming FIDEM Canada Delegate  

John Carolan, Toshiaki Yamada, Mashiko  
and Del Newbigging at the closing reception 

Above:  
The Garden of the Gods near Colorado Springs 

Below: 
The view from Pike’s Peak, Colorado 
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Right: 
San Geronimo   

or Saint Jerome 
Chapel 

Taos Pueblo,  
New Mexico 

Doug and Susan Taylor  
attending the closing reception 

John Carolan at the Rio Grande Gorge 
 near Taos, New Mexico 

Right: 
MASC members  

Marie Jean Lederman 
and 

Jacqueline Lorieo 
at the USA medal  

display 

The winner of the  
“FIDEM at 70”  competition was  

Alessandro Verdi of Italy.  
The medal represents the way that  
FIDEM has grown and matured. 

Below: 
My Song Shall Sow Through 

The World’s Every Part 
60 x 60mm, bronze & acrylic 

by Helder Batista  
of Portugal 

Mr. Batista was the winner 
of the Grand Prix 
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 News From Kelowna  By Lynden Beesley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kelowna Sculptors Network Society  

recently had an exhibition at  
the Kelowna Art Gallery.  

The exhibition was called Shape and Form.  
 

Shape used as a noun may be described as the way an 
object is seen, felt, or imagined. It pertains to the object’s 
length and breadth. The area an object occupies three  
dimensionally. Form used as a verb is the ability to create 
that shape out of materials such as wood, clay, stone or 
bronze.  
 
The 11 featured sculptors exhibited large and small stone 
and bronze sculptures. Included in the exhibition was a 
display of 19 medallions many of which had been  
produced at the workshop taught by Geert Maas at the 
KSNS Studio in Kelowna. 
 
Didactics were provided on process to explain how differ-
ent stone could be worked, granite as opposed to soap-
stone. Explanations on bronze casting and patination were 
also provided. A write up was provided on the history of 
medallions. This included a description of what a cast 
medal was as opposed to a struck one.  
 
The exhibit opened on June 18th and ran for three months. 
It was situated in the Front Project Space which is open to 
the public free at all times. The exhibition was extremely 
well received. Mayor Shepherd was at the opening to-
gether with some of her councillors as well as representa-
tives from the department of Arts and Culture. Geert and 
Ellie Maas were also present.  
 
The Kelowna Sculptors Network Society is a not for profit 
organisation. It supports and enables sculptors by provid-
ing a venue where they can meet to work, share ideas and 
information. The society assists sculptors by organising 
shows in galleries and public venues. It is dedicated to 
promoting public awareness and the appreciation of sculp-
ture through workshops and demonstrations. This year it 
was funded by the City of Kelowna Arts Foundation and 
private donations. 
 
The sculptors are looking forward to holding more medal-
lion making workshops. There is an interest in medallions 
since the Spirit of Kelowna Project which saw 104 medal-
lions produced by the community at Geert Maas Studio. 
The finished works will be placed in a wall at City Hall. 
Most of the members of the KSNS took part in the project.  
 
 

 

Spirit of Vancouver 
by Lyndon Beesley 

Water of Life 
by Lyndon Beesley 

Extreme Make-Over 
by Lyndon Beesley 

Untitled 
by Jan Richmond 

Eve’s Fall From Grace 
by Iris Morden 

Cogs of Humanity 
by Iris Morden 

Duality 
by Iris Morden 

Hope Rising 
by Iris Morden 
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Member News 
 

Untitled 
by Jan Richmond 

Morning Glory from Road Kill 
by Jeanne Bates 

Heartprint 
by Ralph Livingstone 

Listen 
by Esteban Castillio 

Koi 
by Esteban Castillio 

Galloping Hills 
by Ralph Livingstone 

Bush Clover  
by Jeanne Bates 

Trio 
by Mel Hunt 

Overlooking the Obvious 
by Mel Hunt 

Fire Within 
by Alex Mentes 

Untitled 
by Alex Mentes 

MASC Member  
Bill Clements  

and his wife, “behind the 
MASC” newsletter proof-
reader, Grace, celebrated 

their 65th Wedding  
Anniversary recently.  

Bill and Grace were married 
on October 9th, 1942. 

 

Our heartiest congratula-
tions and good wishes go 

out to them. 
 

Bill also celebrated his 86th 
birthday last month. 

Congratulations 
Bill & Grace Clements 

Happy Birthday 
Dora 

 

Dora de Pédery-Hunt  
celebrated her 94th  

birthday on November 
16th  with family and 

friends. 
 

An exhibition of her work 
was shown at the home of 

Grace Westcott in  
Toronto. The exhibition 
was organized by Dora’s 

niece, Ildikó Hencz  
and her grand niece,  

Emily Hencz.  
. 



 CALL FOR ENTRY 
 STUDENT AWARD FOR ART MEDAL 

 

 $1000.00 
Deadline: April 15, 2008 

 Theme: Open 
Size: Not larger than 6” (150mm) in diameter 

Shape: No restrictions      
Thickness: No more than 10mm thick 

One - Sided or Two - Sided. 
Material: Non-malleable  

(will not lose its shape when touched) 
 

  Medals juried from 4”x 6”photographs. 
Include a head & shoulders photo of the artist 

 

 Final ten medals juried from actual medals 
(Students will be notified if they make the short list) 

 

 Entry Fee:  $10.00 
(Personal cheque or Money Order made out to MASC) 

 Send photographs and entry fee to: 
MASC Medal Award 

1288 Ritson Road North, Suite 212,  
Oshawa, Ontario, Canada L1G 8B2 

 

Inquiries about this award should be directed by e-mail to  
Del Newbigging at: newcar@sympatico.ca 
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‘The Sculpture Casting Company’ 
 

Trusted by sculptors for over 40 years 

14 Armstrong Avenue, Georgetown, Ontario, L7G 4R9,  Tel: (905) 877-5455    Fax: (905) 877-0205  
www.artcast.com      info@artcast.com 

• Canada’s leading sculpture foundry 
• Casting bronze, stainless steel, aluminum,  
       silver and pewter   
• Enlarging, mold-making, polishing, patinating  
• Modeling and pouring wax, sculpting tools   
• Repairs and restoration    

Board of Directors 
Eleanor Konkle,  Geert Maas  
Ann Shaper Pollack,  Eric Knoespel  
Yoshiko Sunahara,  Del Newbigging  

MASC Council  
President: Saulius Jaskus                                     
1st Vice-President: Paul Petch      
Recording Secretary: Linda Mazur-Jack                     
Treasurer: Ray Scott                                                   
Membership Secretary: Eileen Millen 
Volunteer Co-Ordinator: Deborah Dass                      

Honorary Directors  
Dora de Pédery-Hunt 
Anne Lazare-Mirvish 

behind the MASC  
Suite 212, 1288 Ritson Road North  
 Oshawa, ON, L1G 8B2, Canada  

email: newcar@sympatico.ca 
Editor: John Carolan 

  Liv Babra’s carved wood  
sculpture cradles Ray Scott’s  
portrait created in memory of 
Ellis Leuschner. The bronze 
casting was done at Artcast.   

Ellis Leuschner 
by Ray Scott 

Approximately 11” diameter  
2006    Cast bronze 

REMINDER 

MASC  IN  KELOWNA 
Exhibition July - August, 2007 

“Your favourite medal” 
Call for entry enclosed 

Welcome new members 
MASC welcomes the following new members: 

Art Ellis, St. Catharines, ON, Canada 
Al Green Sculpture Studio School, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Cory Gillilland, Willsboro, New York, USA 
George Fraser, Scarborough, ON, Canada 

Irene Sirko, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Fran Brownley, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Julia Trops, Kelowna, BC, Canada 

Director-at-
Large   
Doug Taylor  


