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President’s Message 
 The activities planned around the 
Fourth Annual General Meeting were 
a resounding success thanks to a 
group of dedicated people. It was 
wonderful to visit with our guests 
from New York and California as 
well as with dear friends from the 
Toronto area. There is something 
very special about sitting down with 
fellow members and sharing ideas 
whether it is over a cup of coffee at a 
morning meeting or during fine meal 
with a glass of wine in the evening. 

Thank heavens for creativity and the opportunity to share our 
enthusiasm for the art medal with friends! 
  Our successful formula of combining the annual gen-
eral meeting with other events proved to be successful yet again. 
The opening of the “Monumental Miniatures” exhibit was a tre-
mendous success thanks to the efforts of Doug Taylor, Sarah 
Taylor, Eileen Millen, Saulius Jaskus and Judi Michelle Young.  
The loan of the horizontal display unit from the Varley Gallery is 
gratefully acknowledged. The caliber of the medals displayed 
was remarkable and several medals were sold during the opening 
of the exhibit. Rarely has there been an excellent chance to pur-
chase art medals by MASC members at such reasonable prices. 
The Silent Auction conducted by Del Newbigging and John 
Carolan during the AGM was a resounding success thanks to the 
fabulous donations and the wonderful website designed by Del’s 
daughter, Martha Newbigging. All of these elements conspired to 
create an exciting countdown to the closing moments of the silent 
auction. MASC is in the black financially and looking forward to 

exciting venues in the near future.  Mark your calendars for 
April 1st! There are plans for a combination workshop, medal 
display and open MASC meeting at the Beaux Arts Brampton. 
Eileen Millen, our new Membership Secretary is the driving 
force behind this venture and will keep us posted on the devel-
opments. 
 Until recently John Carolan has carried the responsi-
bility of editing of the “behind the MASC” newsletter and as 
well as nurturing the membership. This joint responsibility has 
grown over the years under John’s careful stewardship. Re-
cently the executive council has opted to have two persons 
carry out this responsibility rather than just one. For this reason 
the executive has created an added position on the council 
“Editor – “behind the MASC” newsletter” to be filled by John 
Carolan. To date, John has contributed invaluable direction to 
the executive and it is well advised to maintain his direct in-
volvement on the council. Please join me in my heartfelt 
thanks to John for his dedication to MASC as we continue to 
look forward to future editions of the newsletter. 
  In closing, members are encouraged to participate in 
council meetings. After the take down of the Monumental 
Miniatures exhibit there was a meeting at the home of Yoshiko 
Sunahara. This was marvelous occasion to experience a deli-
cious “Japanese winter supper” graciously prepared by Yo-
shiko. Culinary delights abound at these meetings and the ex-
ecutive truly welcome members to join in to have “a taste” of 
participation. Please contact me at “susan.taylor@sympatico.ca” 
or Eileen Millen at “eileen_sculpts@rogers.com’ to find out 
about future events. 
  Happy Holidays and wishing you healthy, prosperous 
New Year!     
     Susan Taylor 
 

 

"Vision of Infinity"  is a 62 mm round cast bronze medal 
with a honey brown patina and greenish undertones. It dis-
plays geometric forms, spheres and intersecting lines, 
forming grids which appear to extend beyond the limits of 
each face, thus implying infinity. This medal was created in 
1994 and was exhibited at Fidem in Budapest. I had been 
preoccupied with the notion that medals had to be round 
and traditional in content. Although this is a round medal, 
the images liberated me from the idea that the theme had to 
fit perfectly within a border. By placement of the spheres 
and hard edged shapes, I achieved a feeling of movement 
over the edge of the medal. Although the medal is minia-
ture in size,  it took on a larger appearance. It  was my in-
tention to allow the viewer to ask questions and to partici-
pate in some way with a different visual  experience. 

Obverse 
62 mm diameter    Cast Bronze 

Reverse 
62 mm diameter    Cast Bronze 
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 The AGM was held at George Brown House in Toronto. This Second Empire-style house was built between 1874 and 
1876. George Brown was a Father of Confederation, founder of the Globe newspaper (now The Globe & Mail) and a leading Lib-
eral politician. The house was declared a National Historic Site in 1976. In this glorious setting MASC President Susan Taylor 
conducted the AGM and noted that MASC was helped financially for the meeting by the Numismatic Educational Services Asso-
ciation (NESA). She thanked Paul Johnson for approaching NESA and John Regitko for making the arrangements.  
Ann Shaper Pollack and her husband Jay, Marika Somogyi and her husband Laszlo, and Marie Jean Lederman who had travelled 
to the meeting from the United States were given a hearty welcome. 
  Reports were given by Recording Secretary Linda Mazur-Jack, Treasurer Ray Scott, Membership Secretary John Carolan 
and Silent Auction Organizer Del Newbigging. 
  Medals that were donated by MASC members were displayed for viewing during the last frantic flurry of bids for the 
Silent Auction that had been organized by Del Newbigging and John Carolan. This exciting event ended at 11:00 PM resulting in 
the elimination of the line-of-credit and putting MASC in the black financially. Objects for the Silent Auction had been donated by 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt, Magdalena Lesniak, Yoshiko Sunahara, Ray Scott, Susan Taylor, Alex Husveti, Leonda Finke,  
Ann Shaper Pollack, Geert Maas, Del Newbigging, Jeanne Stevens-Sollman, Rusdi Genest and Françoise Bilodeau. 
 Guest Speaker Paul Johnson delivered a most interesting presentation about medallist Jacques Wiener. His impressive 
collection of Wiener medals was on view during the meeting. 
  MASC Vice-President Saulius Jaskus thanked everyone for their contributions and for coming to the meeting. He  in-
vited all to the exhibition of “Monumental Miniatures” which was opening in the afternoon at the Canadian Sculpture Centre and 
to the dinner at Marcel’s in the theatre district in the evening. 

MASC President Susan Taylor with husband Doug (left) 
and Eric Knoespel, President, Artcast Foundry 

Fellow Hungarians,  
Marika Somogyi and 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt 

Guest Speaker, Paul Johnson 
talks about the  

Medals Of Jacques Wiener 

MASC  1st Vice-President, Saulius Jaskus,  
Recording Secretary Linda Mazur-Jack  

& Newsletter Editor John Carolan 

Above 
MASC Treasurer Ray Scott  

and Membership Secretary Eileen Millen 
 

Left 
Marie Jean Lederman, MASC 2nd Vice-President 

Paul Petch and Susan Taylor 

MASC Newsletter Editor 
John Carolan at work 
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Left 
Marie Jean Lederman 

and 
Ann and Jay Pollack  

with 
Del Newbigging  

at his recently unveiled  
monument of  

Alexander Wood  
in downtown Toronto   

On the ferry to Centre Island 
Marie Lean Lederman,  

John Carolan 
Jay and Ann Pollack 

Below 
Yoshiko Sunahara,  

Marie Jean Lederman  
 Jay and Ann Pollack  

At the Sushi Man (10,000 Men) Restaurant.. 

                   Our Trip To Toronto and the MASC AGM 
 By Marie Jean Lederman with Ann and Jay Pollack 

Marie Jean and Ann 
in Toronto’s Chinatown 

Marie Jean shopping at  
Honest Ed’s Department Store 

The Toronto skyline from the Centre Island ferry 

                   Some Of Some Of The Hottest Items at The Silent Auction 

Danté Meets Beatrice 
Donated by Dora de Pédery-Hunt 

Porcupine Quill Earrings 
Donated by Yoshiko Sunahara 

Sleeping Feline 
Donated by Ann Shaper Pollack 

Monarch 50 Cent Colourized Coin 
Donated by Susan Taylor 
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 Throughout the past centuries, buildings have been a 
favourite  design  of  medallists  producing  a  commemorative 
medal. Virtually every well known architectural structure in 
Europe has been the subject of medallic sculpture. Portraying 
buildings and other structures on medals is a fascinating method 
of commemorating and remembering an architectural work of 
art. 
 Jacob Wiener, also known as Jacques, was born on 
March 2, 1815 in Hoorstgen, Rhine Province, Germany. He 
came from a Jewish-Flemish family of extraordinary artists and 
die engravers.   
 Jacques was one of ten children born to Marcus Wie-
ner. He was the eldest of three brothers who excelled in the art 
of medal engraving. When Jacques was thirteen years old, he 
was sent to Aix-la-Chapelle, Germany to learn drawing, model-
ing and engraving from his uncle Baruch Wiener.  Seven years 
later Jacques moved to Paris. He found work as a medal en-
graver in Brussels in 1839 and became a naturalized citizen of 
Belgium in 1845. 
 While in Belgium, Jacques Wiener conceived a most 
original idea for a series of architectural medals. Each medal 
shows on its obverse the exterior of a structure, usually a cathe-
dral or noted building. The reverse features the structure’s inte-
rior in precise detail. 
 This celebrated series began in 1845 with the issuance 
of ten medals showing famous Belgian churches. According to 
an article published in the Magazine of Art in 1893, Wiener con-
firms that the first of these medals represented the façade and 
interior of the church of Sainte-Gudule in Brussels. The majestic 
structure, with its stately portal and two square towers of the 

finest decorated style, was represented in all its imposing dig-
nity. The reverse of the medal was in no respect inferior to the 
obverse. These medals are all of exquisite finish and amazing 
delicacy of detail, and form a gallery no less interesting to the 
man of science than to the artist or collector. Besides this series 
of churches, Jacques Wiener produced other medals represent-
ing some of the civic buildings of Belgium such as the City Hall 
of Brussels. 
 A skilled and indefatigable worker, Jacques Wiener 
produced an impressive set of 43 medals between 1848 and 

1867 as part of his architectural series. Each is admirable – a 
mathematically exact representation of a building expressing 
both power and delicacy. His execution was always exquisite, 
careful and elegant, down to the smallest detail 

 The medals in this particular set are 59 to 60 mm. in 
diameter and 6 mm. thick. Though some were produced in sil-
ver, most were struck in bronze.  Wiener’s medals were struck 
for a variety of reasons, usually to record stages in the life of a 
building, to mark an important event related to a building’s use 
or the occasion of a dignitary’s visit or to celebrate a building’s 
anniversary.   
 Prior to the 19th century, there was some difficulty in 
achieving a high relief effect in both coins and medals.  Thicker 
planchets were used to help provide more metal to flow into the 
high points of the dies. Wiener executed these medals by ar-
ranging the highest relief points of the reverse. This assures that 
the metal will flow into all parts of each die. The nearest parts 
of the interior are closest to the medal’s edge. Therefore, the 
farthest part would be incused towards the center. On both 
sides, the rim is raised to protect the medal’s relief.  The re-
verses usually present a view of the nave, or midsection, of a 
cathedral, focusing on the furthest point, which, surprisingly, is 
not always in the medal’s center. The rims are raised to protect 
the high relief.   

 In his lifetime, Jacques Wiener produced nearly 300 
dies of indisputable merit, but his finest work is a medal he 
executed to commemorate the Jubilee of Corpus Christi at 

York Cathedral 

Notre Dame de Paris 

Stadhuis te Amsterdam  
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Liege in 1846. Examples are very scarce as only 60 were struck 
and the dies were buried in the Church of St. Martin in Liege. 
 Another example of his work is the medal for York 
Cathedral in London, England. This Cathedral is a classic illus-
tration  of  Gothic  architecture  which  features  a  rectangular 
shaped exterior. Bernard Feilden was the original architect, but 
after a large fire Sir Robert Smirke rebuilt the exterior in 1840.  
Wiener does an excellent job of sculpting this 59 mm. medal 
which highlights the ornamental façade with octagonal turrets 
and spirelets. The interior of York Cathedral is vast, lofty and 
imposing.. Wieners initials are signed in exergue, a symbol he 
used on all designs of his works.  

 
 The architectural works of Italy are quite fascinating 
and many notable buildings have been captured by Wiener. The 
bronze medal commemorating the Cathedral of Milan is very 
imposing. It is the second largest Italian medieval cathedral and 
was built between 1385 to 1485.The style is Italian Gothic and 
includes fine grained marble, large intricate windows and wide 
columns  
 Another medal of interest is that featuring the Strasburg 
Cathedral in France. It exhibits the same type of French Gothic 
architecture as the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris. Various set-
backs delayed the completion of the cathedral for over one hun-
dred years until 1439. Erwin Von Steinback was the chief archi-
tect of the Cathedral. The medal shows a view of the exterior 
and highlights the most Gothic of spires in all of Europe.  
  

 When attributing one of Wiener’s medals, there are 
many points to take into consideration: 

                                                                   
• Identification of sculptor’s initials 
• Size of the lettering 
• Determination of the inscription 
• Size of the building in relation to the medal 
• Relief of the design 
 

 The intricate and minute work took its toll on Wiener 
and by 1872 he had almost completely lost his eyesight, and 
after 1874 he produced no more medals.  Prior to that he did 
manage to train two of his brothers Charles and Leopold – who 
continued the Wiener tradition.   
 Jacques Wiener has left a legacy of the finest architec-
tural medallic art ever produced. He was a truly outstanding 
medallic sculptor of his era. These medals are all of magnificent 
quality and provide a permanent remembrance of the many ar-
chitectural works in Europe. The limited scope of a piece of 
metal can certainly portray a great deal of history and provide 
much artistic merit. 

 Paul Johnson celebrates his fortieth year in numismat-
ics having begun collecting coins in 1965. He joined the Cana-
dian Numismatic Association in 1972 and has held several 
elected and appointed positions including Second Vice-
President, Ontario Director and Finance Chairman. Paul is 
currently the Education Committee Chairman. This CNA Life 
Member has coordinated numerous book projects and was the 
Editor of the first CNA Numismatic Correspondence Course 
released in 1995. He is also finalizing a second correspondence 
course that will be released later in 2005. Paul is a current  
governor of the J. Douglas Ferguson Historical Research Foun-
dation, an organization that provides funding to worthy numis-
matic book projects. Paul is a Life Member of the Ontario  
Numismatic Association and he received the annual ONA 
“Award of Merit” in 1985.  Paul has been an active exhibitor at 
coin shows since 1967 and has received numerous Best of Show 
awards including two at past CNA conventions. He was also 
honored with  the highest award of the Canadian Numismatic 
Association, the J. Douglas Ferguson Gold Medal, in 1995. His 
numismatic interests include architectural, coin club and train-
related medals. He is a member of the Medallic Art Society of 
Canada.   

Catedrale di Milano 

Lincoln Cathedral 

Cathedrale de Tournai 
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Opening Of The Monumental Miniatures Exhibition 
   At The Canadian Sculpture Centre 

 Coinciding with the fourth Medallic Art Society of Canada’s fifth annual general meeting was the medal exhibition held 
at the Canadian Sculpture Centre in Toronto. The exhibition was entitled “Monumental Miniatures”. It was on display from  
September 20th to October 15th. The display included medals from 32 MASC members from Canada, United States and Australia 
along with sculptures and reliefs. 
 The opening remarks were given by MASC President Susan Taylor on Saturday, September 24th at 1:30 P.M. followed by 
a talk by guest speaker Dora de Pédery-Hunt. The exhibition was well attended and everyone was happy with the appearance of the 
display. As always in medal making, the opportunity to meet with old friends and meet new ones made the event most pleasant. 

If you were unable to see the exhibition you still have a chance to see the medals that were included in the display. A binder has 
been created with coloured photographs of all the medals. It is for sale at $35.00 + S&H and a CD  is available for $15.00 + S&H. 
If you would like to purchase either the binder or the CD, please contact: 
 Mr. Doug Taylor, 560 Maple Lane East, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1M 0N6  (Tel: 613-842-3417)    (susan.taylor@sympatico.ca) 

Laszlo & Marika Somogyi  
with Alex Husveti 

Eric Knoespel,  Ann Shaper Pollack  
and John Carolan 

The Canadian Sculpture Centre, 
site of the exhibition 

One section of the Monumental Miniatures 
display 

“People At The Edge” 
4 of the 16 pieces in this series 

created by Leonda Finke 

Our display cases were modified by 
Doug Taylor to work as free  

standing units  

Anne Lazare-Mirvish  
with friends 

Marie Jean Lederman and Ron Ophir 
drink to the success of the show 

The exhibition was well attended during 
its 4-week run 



CNA LAUNCHES NEW CORRESPONDENCE COURSE 
PAUL JOHNSON MAKES PRESENTATION TO DEL NEWBIGGING 

 

 The Canadian Numismatic Association has released the  
Canadian Numismatic Correspondence  Course – Part II.  

 

 This new course, primarily on Canadian numismatic subjects, consists of seventeen chapters and 
has a total of 486 pages with hundreds of photos.  Each chapter was written by a qualified expert 

in their numismatic field including Del Newbigging.  Del co-wrote the chapter titled  
“Canadian Commemorative and Historical Medals & Art Medals”  

with Ron Greene of Victoria, British Columbia. 
 

Paul Johnson was the Coordinating Editor of this project.  The Core Committee consisted of 
Brian Cornwell, Scott Douglas, Dr. Marvin Kay, Paul Petch and John Regitko and with special 
mention to Barry McIntyre.  It was a great team effort that included the committee, writers, re-
viewers, photographers and others.  This in-depth course will benefit Canadian numismatics for 

many years. 
 

Many chapter writers and reviewers attended the special meeting and were honored for their  
contributions to this monumental project. 

The cost of the course is as follows :  CNA members  -  $50.00,  Non CNA members  -  $85.00 
CNA members (under 18)  -  $40.00   Non CNA members (under 18)  -  $56.50 

 

 Copies of the course can be purchased by contacting the CNA Executive Secretary John Regitko 
– E-mail: cnainfo@look.ca  or Telephone : (416) 223-5980. 

 

 
 New Medal 

Malignant Growth / Cancer by Dr. Alex Husveti 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Material: Bronze 
Price: $300 

 Obverse: This illustrates a stylized microscopic view of  
multiplying cells 

Reverse: The most common sites of cancer both in males  
& females 

 

 “I wanted a very red patina but had to be satisfied with a 
darker hue due to technical problems” AH 
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Tricks, Tips & Techniques   
by Doug Taylor 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 For best results when photographing medals: 
• Always use a tripod. 
• Whenever possible shoot outdoors. Preferably early in the       
morning or evening when the light is uniform. On bright sun lit 
days, find a suitable area that is in shadow. Areas in shadow 
tend to have a more uniform light without the harsh contrast 
found in direct sunlight. 
• Be aware of colour cast from nearby objects, which could 
have a negative effect on your recorded image. 
• Avoid the use of built in flash units. Turn off the flash 
whenever possible as it tends to create a hot spot or wash out 
part of your recorded image  

                   Some Of FIDEM Canada 2006 
 

 The International Art Medal Society (FIDEM) invites you to become a member in 2006. The membership fee is $75.00 annually. 
Notices will be sent out for membership by the first of April 2006. 
 

Two copies of “The Medal” magazine produced by the British Art Medal Society will be sent to you during the year. In 2006 you 
will be invited to submit medals to be juried for the Canadian Medal Collection that will be shown at the FIDEM Congress and 
Exhibition in Colorado, USA in 2007. This is your opportunity to have your artwork shown in an international exhibition. If you 
have questions or need more information please email Del Newbigging, FIDEM Canada delegate at :  
newcar@sympatico.ca   or telephone 905-571-4291. 

 Paul Johnson presented  
Del Newbigging with a hard cover 

copy of the course and a silver medal 
at a recent meeting of the  

North York Coin Club.    
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Canada’s leading  
sculpture foundry 

Trusted by sculptors 
for over 40 years 

‘The Sculpture Casting Company’ 

 

MASC Workshop, Sale & Meeting 
 

April 1, 2005   9:30 AM to 5:00 PM 
 

At Beaux Arts Gallery, Brampton, Ontario. 
 

Come and join us for a day of hands on tips to improve your medal 
making for artist members and bargain sales of art medals for our  
collector members followed by a regular MASC Council meeting. 

This is your chance to participate in a day of MASC activities. 
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144 Glovers Road,  

 Oshawa, ON, L1G 8E7, Canada  
email: newcar@sympatico.ca 

Editor: John Carolan 
 

  MASC Council               Board of Directors 
 President: Susan Taylor                        Eric Knoespel 
 1st Vice-President: Saulius Jaskus        Geert Maas 
 2nd Vice-President: Paul Petch        Richard McNeill 
 Recording Secretary: Linda Mazur-Jack      Del Newbigging 
 Treasurer: Ray Scott         Yoshiko Sunahara 
 Membership Secretary: Eileen Millen        Alice Teichert 
            
 Honorary Directors         Director-at-Large       
 Dora de Pédery-Hunt        Doug Taylor 
 Anne Lazare-Mirvish         

 

14 Armstrong Avenue, Georgetown, Ontario, L7G 4R9,  Tel: (905) 877-5455    Fax: (905) 877-0205  
www.artcast.com      info@artcast.com 

• Casting bronze, stainless steel, aluminum, silver and pewter   
• Enlarging, mold-making, polishing, patinating  
• Modeling and pouring wax, sculpting tools   
• Repairs and restoration    

Monumental Miniatures 
 

If you were unable to see the exhibition you still have a 
chance to see the medals that were included in the display. 
A binder has been created with coloured photographs of all 
the medals. It is available for sale at $35 + S&H and a CD 
containing all the images is also available for $15.00 + 
S&H. If you would like to purchase either the binder or the 
CD, please contact:  

 Mr. Doug Taylor,  
560 Maple Lane East, 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada,  K1M 0N6 
Tel: 613-842-3417       

email: susan.taylor@sympatico.ca 

MASC Membership 
 

Our new Membership Secretary is Eileen Millen.  
22 Farnham Drive, 

Brampton, Ontario, Canada L6X 4H8 
email at: eileen_sculpts@rogers.com 

 

“Molly Wood’s Bush”     Cast Bronze Relief  254 X 762  mm    by Del Newbigging  

Welcome New Members 
MASC welcomes the following new members. 

 

Mr. Michael Young, Oakville, Ontario, Canada 
Mr. Simon Vaughan, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 


