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President’s Message 
The year 2005 marks the fifth anni-
versary of the Medallic Art Society 
of Canada. Five years ago this past 
July, a group of artists gathered 
together to explore the exciting 
prospect of forming a society dedi-
cated to the art of the medal. Sadly 
it was noted there were wonderful 
art medal organizations in other 
countries around the world but not 
in Canada! Right then and there, 
there was a unanimous decision to 
move forward with plans to set the 

stage for a Canadian based medallic art society with international 
involvement. To this end the charter members of MASC deter-
mined that the Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to 
planning exhibit venues for members, establishing a na-
tional/international communications network to attract additional 
members and implement the society’s mission statement: “The 
Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the creation, pro-
motion, appreciation and education of the fine art of the medal”. 
 Certainly this was an ambitious plan but was it impossi-
ble? No!  In five short years MASC has accomplished much and 
intends to accomplish much more. Our membership is thriving 
and MASC has attracted members from England, Ireland, Austra-
lia and the United States as well as from Canada. Together we 
have worked on promoting the art of the medal through exhibits, 
workshops and this delightful newsletter “behind the MASC”. 
The future is very promising with plans to mount another excit-
ing exhibit in Canada’s capital region in 2006/2007. The plans  
 

 
will be unveiled at the next Annual General meeting to be held 
at the George Brown House, September 24th.  Don’t miss out 
on this exciting meeting. There will be much to discuss and 
much to celebrate! 
 The quality of work submitted for the upcoming 
“Monumental Miniatures” exhibit at the Canadian Sculpture 
Centre in September is amazing. It is a privilege to hold these 
works of art in my hand as my family and I carefully photo-
graph and catalogue them for the show. Three short weeks is 
not enough for this collection! We became inspired to create a 
calendar featuring these works of art so that we all can admire 
them as we go about our daily lives. The calendar will begin 
with September 2005 in honour of the AGM guest speaker 
Paul Johnson and his talk about his collection of architectural 
medals. Following September to December 2006, each month 
will feature a medal with the artist statement plus a few extra 
pages to be sure to feature all of the artists participating in the 
“Monumental Miniatures” exhibit. 
  The future holds great promise and I invite each and 
every one of you to join with the Executive Council as MASC 
continues with plans for exhibits, workshops and meetings. 
There is much that has been accomplished and much to accom-
plish. The next five years will be very exciting with a prospect 
of a website and hopefully a video conference at one of our 
future annual general meetings. The possibilities are limitless 
and our prospects boundless! 
 
     
    Yours sincerely, 
     Susan Taylor 
 

 

Sigmund Freud  1856 – 1939 
 

He opened a window on the uncon-
scious - where, he said, lust, rage and 
repression battle for supremacy – and 
changed the way we look at ourselves. 

 

Obverse: Sigmund Freud -  
Father of Psychoanalysis 

 

Reverse : Emphasizes his  
preoccupation with dreams, sex and 

eroticism 

Obverse: 120 mm x 108 mm , 2004  cast bronze Reverse: 120 mm x 108 mm, 2004  cast bronze 
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 Medals have been used as a method of commemoration 
for hundreds of years. Students from The Art Centre at Central 
Technical School continue this tradition of bronze medal making 
today. We recently organized a month long exhibition of our 
work which featured medals designed and executed by grade 
twelve and first year adult art students. Appropriately titled- 'A 
Tribute In Bronze', the medals pay homage to major sculptors of 
the twentieth century. 
 Born from an assignment given to us by our sculpture 
instructor Richard McNeill, each medal was the final product of 
an intense and comprehensive exercise which combined research, 
creative thinking, rendering and drawing techniques, writing, 
design, marketing, oral presentation, sculpting in low relief and 
an introduction to new materials and the lost wax method of 
bronze casting. 
 Each medal was accompanied by a proposal board 
which outlined each student's intent, included information on the 
featured artist, and showed two-dimensional renderings of the 
final piece- obverse and reverse. 
 These boards were displayed on the walls of the gallery 
with the medals presented under glass on vertical pillars. The 
structuring of this show was extremely effective; the viewer was 
able to walk around each piece and view it at eye level and then 
read the information presented on the proposal boards. It was a 
very practical and visually appealing answer to  
the question of how to display both proposals and medals. 
 The reception and talks were held on Thursday, April 
21st.  There to enlighten and entertain the audience were guest 
speakers:  Del Newbigging, Founder and First President of  
Medallic Art Society of Canada and Canadian Delegate to  
Federation International de la Medaille;  Judi Michelle Young, 
President of Sculptors Society of Canada and Co-Director of  
Canadian Sculpture Centre;  Saulius Jaskus, Vice President of 
MASC and SSC, and Instructor of medallic art at Royal Ontario 
Museum;   Dina Torrans, Artist and Graphic Designer, Alumnus 
of Central Technical School '89.   Together they provided a well-
rounded insight into the medallic arts by sharing their knowledge 
of the subject and their individual stories about medal mak-
ing.   Second to the work, they were the highlight of the  night, 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.  We thank them for their time and 
support.  
 The entire run of the show was a great success thanks to 
the organization of Richard McNeill, sculpture instructor and this 
exhibition curator; Shawn Cox, sculptor technician; Ulf Bein, 
communications and photography instructor; and the efforts of all 
the students who came together to make this event happen. 
 As Richard McNeill stated in his forward to the exhibi-
tion catalogue, “for years we have been devising ways of show-
ing what is, after all, only a hand-held art form. The structuring 
of this exhibition is, by far, the best we have done.” 
 
     Marina L. Guglielmi 
  

Elizabeth Pasternak 
Niki de Saint Phalle 

My medal expresses the adventurous, decorative and highly symbolic  
sculptural work of Niki de Saint Phalle 

Hilary Quigley 
Henri Matisse 

Henri Matisse’s bold use of colour, shape and form, has significantly  
influenced modern art. When I look at his work I can feel life in it;  

its’ force and tranquility 

Karen Fingrut 
Henri Matisse 

Matisse looked beyond to other cultures and took a fresh new approach to 
what is considered “beauty”. He did so at a moment in history when Euro-

pean culture was insular and he brought something new and different. 

Marina Guglielmi 
Constantin Brancusi 

Conatantin Brancusi was the central figure of the modern sculpture 
movement and one of the first to explore the concept of sculptural abstrac-

tion  - an evolutionary search for pure form. 
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Aija Jurjans 
Constantin Brancusi 

“Endless Call” ….these words connect with  Brancusi both in  
universal and personal terms. Universally they apply to his calling  

as an artist to create. Personally they relate to his sculpture  
through which we are presented with the infinite.  

Tama Kossman 
Jacques Lipchitz 

Jacques Lipchitz distinguished himself early in his career as a pioneer in 
interpreting the ideals of Cubism. Later in his life he went on to successfully 

develop a more mature and expressive style. 

Neville Hadfield 
Jacques Lipchitz 

It is my intention with the creation of this medal to help revive  
Jacques Lipchitz’s multitude of talents and his wisdom in the minds  

of our learning generation. 

Lynn Latulippe 
Giancomo Manzu 

Giancomo Manzu had a distinctive method of immortalizing himself by 
signing his name on the palm of his handprint in bronze as depicted  

on the reverse of the medal.. 

Alex Naszados 
Alexander Calder 

The obverse depicts the artist’s signature and a typical mobile. The suspended 
shapes are rendered in various angles to suggest motion. The silhouette of one 

of these shapes is reflected in the overall shape of the medal.  

Clarissa Chandler 
Isamu Noguchi 

Isamu Noguchi’s approach to life and art was to harmonize, resolve, and unify 
elements that seemed opposites or of different worlds. His art was a practice of 

experimentation in multiple arenas using a vast array of materials. 

Roxanne Mackenzie 
Pablo Picasso 

I would like to create a medal which is representative of  
Picasso’s delightful, child-like expression, and of the fierce  

passion that drove his great works. 

Georgina Zmatlik 
Germaine Richier 

I decided to use, for the obverse, her illustrations’ ideas with her full  
name. For the reverse, I used her sculpture...artist palette with brush  

and a sculptor’s tool, so that people will see that she was both a  
sculptor and a two-dimensional artist. 
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 When I was in public school, we lived on the second 
floor of my grandparents’ home in downtown Toronto. My 
grandparents emigrated to Canada from eastern Europe early in 
the 20th century, bringing only a few possessions along with 
them. One thing they did bring was an old dresser which was 
now stored in their attic. One day, while playing in the attic, I 
opened a drawer of the dresser and found a strange coin stuck in 
a corner. This was ‘kriegsgeld’, a war-time coin issued from 
Coblenz, and this marked the beginning of my fascination with 
numismatics. 
 My interest in coins was facilitated by the fact that my 
father was a retail pharmacist and he would allow me to look at 
the coins in the coin drawer of the cash register. This was made 
especially interesting by the fact that there were coins of four 
monarchs in general circulation at that time. 
 My interest in coins had to take a back seat while I was 
in medical school at the University of Toronto. But after gradua-
tion, I came across an interesting article in the Journal of the 
Canadian Medical Association. It was 1961. The Czech Society 
of Medicine has issued a medal commemorating the 40th anni-
versary of the discovery of insulin in Toronto by Sir Frederick 
Banting and Charles Best. This led me to wonder if there might 
be any other medals that pertained to medicine. It didn’t take me 
long to find ‘Medicina in Nummis’, a catalogue by Horatio 
Storer, listing over ten thousand medals and tokens relating to 
physicians, hospitals, nurses, pharmacists and dentists. 
 Now my collection consists of 400-500 coins, medals, 
banknotes and other related items with a medical or health 
theme. Included in my collection are works by such well-known 
Canadians as Dora de Pédery Hunt and R. Tait McKenzie. 
Shown here are a few of the more interesting medals. 

 
Sindclar Eler 1987 

50 mm diameter   Struck bronze 
The obverse shows a microscopic view of cells of the stomach  

and healing hands 

William Olser 
75 mm diameter   Cast bronze 

Olsen was an outstanding Canadian Clinician 
Obverse: Praeceptor Inventvtis MDCCCXLIX—MCMXIX 
Reverse: American Association for the History of Medicine 

Dr. Jaroslav Obermajer 
105 x 105 mm    Cast bronze 

Obverse: Portrait of Dr. Opermajer 
Reverse: Shows an anatomical specimen and the words: 

Medailistica Medica Gastroenterologia  -  Brno 
Brno is a city in the Czech Republic 

Brothers of the Wind 
By R. Tait Mckenzie 

125 x 33 mm    Struck bronze 
R. Tait McKenzie was born in Almonte, Ontario a small town near Ottawa. 

He had many careers including physician, physical therapist, physical  
educator, sculptor and medallist. 

Bottom Right 
80 mm Diameter   Struck bronze 

Obverse: Dr. Karoly Moll, Chief Physician of  Hevisi 
from his respectful students 

Reverse: Shows three patients in a pool supported by a neck support  
and the words: 1952—1972 Hippocratic reborn in the 20 year  

bath and weight system 
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Dr. Jonas E. Salk 
75 mm Diameter   Struck bronze 

Obverse: Portrait of Dr. Salk 
Reverse: Award of Congress To Doctor Jonas E. Salk 

In recognition and appreciation of his achievement in developing  
a vaccine for polio 

Ciné Clinic 
126 mm Diameter   Cast bronze 

An excellent depiction of a surgeon 
at the operating table 

Dr. Hugonnai Vilma Az Elsö 
63 mm Diameter   Cast bronze 
Honours the first Hungarian 
female physician 1847-1922 

Judwig Lejzer Zamenhof 
70 mm Diameter   Struck bronze 

A Portuguese commemorative medal honouring the physician and inventor 
of the Esperanto language 

Obverse: a bust of Dr. Zamenhof and the inscription  
“Dro. L.L. Zamenhof 1859 1917.  

At his left shoulder is the name ‘Armindo Viseu’ the sculptor. 
Reverse: The Esperanto symbol, a large 5-pointed star with the letter ‘E’. 

Franz A. Mesmer 
70 mm Diameter   Struck bronze 

Franz Mesmer was a German physician who used magnetic forces for the 
purpose of restoring health. This physic factor as a therapeutic instrument  

was the foundation for his successes and failures.  

Béla Schick M.D. 1877 - 1967 
45 x 45 mm    Struck bronze 

“The Dean of American Pediatricians” 
The Schick test for diphtheria was introduced to the world in 1913 by Schick, 

the associate professor of pediatrics at the University of Vienna.. 
The medal was created by Gerta Wierner 

Laszlo Blaskovics 1869—1938 
90 mm Diameter   Cast bronze 

Obverse: Blaskovics, a Hungarian professor of Ophthalmology 
Reverse: Youth kneeling, beside him a man holds a torch and a scroll. 

Bottom Right 
Louis Pasteur 

80 mm Diameter   Struck bronze 
Obverse: Pasteur in his laboratory developing a human vaccine  

against rabies. 
Reverse: A rabid dog with some writing and the signature 

‘L. Pasteur’. 
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Member News 
   Tell us what you are doing. Please send in news of your medal world for our next issue in December. 

Medallist At Large (The Alexander Wood Project) 
Del Newbigging is known by those who receive this newsletter 
as a medallist. However, during the past two years he has been 
at work on a larger artwork. He received a commission in May 
2003 to act as Sculptor and Project Co-Ordinator for a monu-
ment commemorating early nineteenth century citizen of York 
(Toronto), Alexander Wood. The project was unveiled on May 
28, 2005. The eight foot bronze figure stands on a five foot solid 
granite block which has sculpted reliefs placed on it. 
 The monument is located in downtown Toronto on the 
corner of Alexander Street and Church Street. All who are  
attending the MASC AGM in September should make a point of 
visiting the monument to see a medallist working large. 

 

A Letter from Elly & Geert Maas 
 

 To: ‘behind the MASC’ Newsletter Editor - John Carolan 
 

Dear John, 
 The following experience may be of interest to all medallists 
taking part in international exhibitions. 
 

 Eight medals of Geert Maas were at the Forest Lawn Museum 
"Beyond Two Dimensions: The Fine Art of Medals" exhibition in 
Glendale, California this year organized by AMSA. 
A beautiful exhibition and very well organized. 
 

 On the return box of the very well packaged medals was written 
at "Detailed Description of Contents" 
8 art medals for exhibition only 
Explanation: Art Medals. 
 

 Canada Customs added a "Customs Postal Import Form" to the 
box stating 
Description: "Coins, imported for collecting" 
resulting in amounts of $ 127.26 for GST (Goods and Services 
Tax) and $ 127.26 for PST (Provincial Sales Tax) 
plus $ 5.00 Handling fee for Total payable: $ 259.52 
 

 We had to pay this amount at the post office in order to receive 
the package. However there was a form to be filled out to dispute 
the charges. We personally took the package and the form to the 
local Canada Customs and Revenue Agency where we were told 
to go to a different location at the Kelowna International Airport 
"Canada CUSTOMS" office. 
 

 The attendant was very helpful and filled out the necessary docu-
ments to receive the refund (probably within 6 to 8 weeks). 
Our question as to how to avoid this of happening in the future 
we learned to write CLEARLY AND ONLY 
"CANADIAN GOODS RETURNING". 
 

 Several days later we received a phone call from Canada Cus-
toms in Vancouver to please fax "proof about the artist" such as 
an artist statement, biography and/or a catalogue page in order to 
process the refund. 
 

 A senior worker at a local post office advised to use "Tokens" on 
shipments of medals and never use "ART" or "Medals". 
 

 Please feel free to contact us should you have any further  
questions or concerns. 
Best regards, 
 

Elly and Geert Maas 
 

  P.S. I forgot to mention that we sent these 8 medals to the 
AMSA exhibition in California as "TOKENS" at a cost of $28.50 
via Canada Post. 
  
You can imagine our surprise with the bill of $259.52 for their 
return. 
         maas@geertmaas.org  www.geertmaas.org 
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Léger in 1979. 
Her Excellency the Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, Gov-
ernor General of Canada, and Honorary Patron of the United 
Nations Association in Canada (UNA-Canada), presented the 
25th Pearson Peace Medal to Lieutenant General Romeo Dallaire 
(retired), during a ceremony at Rideau Hall, Ottawa on Wednes-
day, March 9, 2005, at 11 a.m.  
 

 

UNA-Canada annually awards the Pearson Peace Medal to a 
Canadian who has personally contributed, through his or her 
working life and voluntary commitments, to the humanitarian 
causes to which the Right Honourable Lester B. Pearson de-
voted his distinguished career: aid to the developing world, 
mediation of armed conflict, assisting refugees and others in 
need, equal rights and justice for all humanity, and peaceful 
change in the world through international organizations. This 
year marks the 60th anniversary of the United Nations. The 
Pearson Peace medal was first awarded to Paul-Émile Cardinal  The Lester B. Pearson Peace Medal was designed by  

Dora de Pedery-Hunt who is shown here with her niece,  
Ildiko Hencz and Governor General Adrienne Clarkson General Romeo Dallaire with the Pearson Peace Medal.  

Governor General of Canada Presents Peace Medal 

See you at the MASC AGM in September 
 

 The MASC AGM will be held at George Brown House, 186 Beverley Street, Toronto on Saturday, September 24, 2005.  
MASC President, Susan Taylor, will conduct the meeting beginning at 10:00 A.M. This will be followed by Canadian Numismatic 
Association Education Committee Chairman Paul Johnson, who will give a presentation on his European collection of architec-
tural medals designed by Jacques Wiener. The final bids for the Silent Auction will be accepted and the lucky bidders will claim 
their new treasures. 
 

 The MASC exhibition, “Monumental Miniatures”, shown at the Canadian Sculpture Centre, 64 Merton Street, Toronto will open 
at 1:00 P.M.  Dóra de Pédery-Hunt will speak at the Opening. 
 

 The official hotel for MASC during the AGM in Toronto is the Delta Chelsea Hotel, 33 Gerrard Street West, Toronto. To reserve 
a room call the hotel at 1-800-243-5732 and mention that you are attending the MASC AGM. The hotel has given us a convention 
price of $169.00 + taxes per night for a double or a single. 

Two views of the  
beautifully preserved  
George Brown House  

site of the MASC  
Annual General Meeting  

on  
September 24th. 
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Canada’s leading  
sculpture foundry 

Trusted by sculptors 
for over 40 years 

‘The Sculpture Casting Company’ 

 
Welcome New Members 

 

MASC welcomes the following new members and expresses  
appreciation to them for their support and membership. 

 

Mr. Paul Leathers, Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 
Ms. Marika Somogyi, Kensington, California, USA 

Mr. Kenneth Douglas, Olive Branch, MS, USA 
 
 

behind the MASC  
144 Glovers Road,  

 Oshawa, ON, L1G 8E7, Canada  
email: newcar@sympatico.ca 

Editor: John Carolan 
 
 

 MASC Council           Board of Directors 
 President: Susan Taylor                        Eric Knoespel 
 Vice-President: Saulius Jaskus        Geert Maas 
 Secretary: Linda Mazur-Jack         Richard McNeill 
 Treasurer: Ray Scott         Del Newbigging 
 Membership Secretary: John Carolan        Yoshiko Sunahara 
           Alice Teichert 
 Honorary Directors          
 Dora de Pédery-Hunt        Director-at-Large 
 Anne Lazare-Mirvish        Judi Michelle Young 

 

14 Armstrong Avenue,  
Georgetown, Ontario, L7G 4R9,  

Tel: (905) 877-5455    Fax: (905) 877-0205  
www.artcast.com      info@artcast.com 

• Casting bronze, stainless steel, aluminum, 
silver and pewter   

• Enlarging, mold-making, polishing,  
        patinating  
• Modeling and pouring wax, sculpting tools   
• Repairs and restoration    

 

In Appreciation 
 

MASC is very proud to acknowledge the many, many 
times that Ann Shaper Pollack has assisted in the growth 
and development of MASC. It is with great pleasure that 

MASC awards Ann Shaper Pollack our  
BIGGEST FAN award. 

Birth Medal 2002 
by Del Newbigging 

Cast Bronze   75 mm diameter 

Birth Medal 2005 
by Del Newbigging 

Cast Bronze    75 mm diameter 

 
Silent Auction 

 
 Del Newbigging has collected beautiful artworks from 
MASC members to be used in our Silent Auction. This 

event is an attempt to rid MASC of our debt and put us in 
the black financially so we can move forward with new 
projects. A pamphlet will be sent to you in late August 
illustrating the items to be auctioned. Please participate. 
You will not only be helping MASC but also receiving a 

lovely artwork at a very reasonable price. 


