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The Medal: “Love and Life”   by Lorraine Wright  

 

Message to the future: 
 

Life is a roll of the dice, a gamble. Only a fool or joker would gamble it 
away. Pick a number from one to six. Would you bet your life on a roll 
of the dice? Life is full of chances.  A juggling act. The game of love. 
Every day we play the game. We hope we will roll the numbers that are 
best for us. 
 

Love and Life is a medal submitted by Lorraine Wright to the FIDEM 
XXIX 2004 exhibition of medals,  part of the Art Medal World Con-
gress in Seixal, Portugal.  
 

Lorraine Wright is a Professor of Graphic Design at George Brown 
College in Toronto. She has enjoyed sculpting in stone for many years. 
As a member of MASC and a new member of FIDEM, creating a 
medal is new art form for her. “Love of Life” is only her second. at-
tempt at medal making. 

President’s Message 
MASC has proudly celebrated a third 
Annual General Meeting at the 2004 
Canadian Numismatic Association con-
vention held in Toronto on the 11th of 
July. We are fortunate to have collec-
tors Paul Petch, Chairman of the CNA 
convention, and Paul Johnson, Chair-
man of the CNA Educational Forum, as 
members of MASC.  Through their dili-
gence and hard work MASC was able 
to participate in one of the premier nu-

mismatic shows in Canada featuring coins, medals and bank-
notes. It was also a unique opportunity to meet with our collector 
members. At the AGM we were reminded that in promoting the 
art of the medal it is important to include medals that already ex-
ist in collections. As part of our mission statement MASC is 
dedicated to education  about the art medal. To this end an invita-
tion is extended to our collector members to share their medal 
collections through feature articles in our newsletter and in future 
showings.   

We have much to celebrate as we now have a permanent 
home for a medal display in the Canadian Sculpture Centre 
thanks to our Director at Large Judi Michelle Young, Director 
Richard McNeil and Vice President Saulius Jaskus. The centre is 
located at 64 Merton St. in Toronto and welcomes visitors to re-
view the display. This permanent showcase presents an excellent 
opportunity for members to exhibit their medals for sale on an 
ongoing basis. Equally impressive is that MASC is exhibiting the 
medals in three showcases especially designed and built for the 
inaugural MASC exhibit held at the Canadian War Museum. 
Whenever you have a medal you wish to present for sale in the 
Canadian Sculpture Centre gallery please contact me at :       

susan.taylor@sympatico.ca. Arrangements will be made to 
have your medals included when the display is changed.  

 While the sale of catalogues from the exhibition at 
the National War Museum in 2002/2003 continues to be chal-
lenging, there were some encouraging sales at the registration 
table at the AGM. Thanks to some creative thinking MASC 
also has catalogues with artists’ signatures available for an ex-
cellent price. Please contact John Carolan, Membership Secre-
tary, for your autographed copy today.  

As previously indicated two of our directors will have 
completed their terms of office. Dora de Pédery-Hunt and 
Anne Lazare-Mirvish are now Honorary Directors of MASC. 
After all we really couldn’t let them go - MASC simply would-
n’t be the same without them! Del Newbigging and Yoshiko 
Sunahara have graciously accepted the invitation to become 
members of the Board of Directors.  Welcome Del and Yo-
shiko! Further to this we now have a Nominations committee. 
Paul Petch and Eileen Millen have agreed to be part of the 
committee and are looking for a third member. This will be a 
great way to get to know MASC members and participate in 
invigorating Council meetings. The food is always good and 
the fellowship is fabulous. If you would like to join the  
committee contact me for details about our next meeting on  
September 18th.  

In closing, I would like to thank everyone for a great 
year. It is always difficult to find the time and the energy to be 
creative. While the road may seem a bit bumpy at times there 
is nothing quite so satisfying as holding a finished work of art 
in your hand and better yet to have the medal admired and  
displayed.  MASC is here for you and we want your medals! 
Enjoy the freedom of summer and the creativity it inspires.  
                                                                      Yours sincerely,   
                                                                       Susan Taylor 

Love and Life    
2004 Cast bronze  Obverse  

55 mm x 85 mm 

Love and Life 
2004 Cast bronze  Reverse 

55 mm x 85 mm 



                       Geert Maas      Goddesses—Ancestors—Sunbathers: A Two-Decade Journey 
   by Dr. Sharon McCoubrey, Associate Director of the Faculty of Education, Okanagan University College 
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Dancing goddesses, serious ancestors, and 
humourous sunbathers, all in gleaming 
bronze sparkling in the natural light, are 
part of a special celebration.  It is the 20th 
anniversary of world-renowned sculptor, 
Geert Maas, creating and showing his art-
works in Canada.  After he left the Nether-
lands to settle in the southern interior of 
British Columbia, his new home in 
Kelowna became the Geert Maas Sculpture 
Gardens and Gallery, now a frequently  
visited and prized jewel in the Okanagan  

Valley. 
 

 Geert Maas, the Artist. 
Who is Geert Maas, the artist who has 
created these artworks?  He is the crea-
tive, hardworking man who has dedi-
cated his life to putting his many ideas 
into various expressions of art.  The re-
sult is an amazing repertoire of two and 
three dimensional works rarely accom-
plished by a single artist.  About 350 art-
works are on permanent display at his 
Sculpture Gardens and Gallery. 
A unique category of artwork that has 
been extremely satisfying for Geert is 

that of medals, small relief images.  
There are collectors who specialize 
in medals, and museums dedicated 
solely to the exhibition of medals.  
Geert began his work with medal-
lions in 1988 participating in an 
exhibition in Italy. Now, Geert’s 
work is included in Museums that 
have medals by Picasso and  
Salvador Dali.  
  

A Special Partnership 
               Geert is blessed with a supportive and hardworking part-
ner, his wife Elly.  They work as a team, together taking care of 
the operation of the Sculpture Gardens and Gallery including stu-
dio work, public relations, administration, and gardening.  “She is 
a big part of my life as an artist,” says Maas. 
               One of the important roles Elly plays is her interaction 
with the visitors, many of whom are new to art and may not un-
derstand the subtle aspects of the artworks.  She encourages and 
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informs them, helping them to understand 
art and broaden their views about what art is 
or could be.  She also works with many 
young viewers when the Sculpture Gardens 
accommodates school tours.  Elly speaks 
about art with great confidence, ever since 
meeting Geert in The Hague and experienc-
ing continuous in-depth art appreciation. 
 

Interacting With the Artwork 
It is important to Geert to know that people 
interact with and respond to his artwork.  
That, he feels is the role of art. Viewers of-
ten respond easily to Geert’s sculptures 
since they can identify themselves within 
these works. Some people’s reactions to the sculptures are emo-
tional and dramatic.  After a tour of the Sculpture Gardens, some 
visitors have been greatly moved, some have even cried.  
At the same time, Geert is pleased if his artwork makes people 
laugh.  He intentionally tries to include an element of humour in 
some of his artworks. While acknowledging that there is a great 
deal of difficulty and harshness in the world, Geert Maas’s aim 
is to make art that is uplifting. 
   
The Celebration 
There is much to celebrate about 
this artist and his work.  Meandering 
among the bronze sculptures that 
form one of the largest collections in 
Canada, is indeed a treat.  Watching 
the sculptures change as the light 
varies with the day and the season, 
or watching the snow settle on edges 
then be replaced by the sun glim-
mering off rounded surfaces, is an 
enriching experience.  Enjoying 
both indoor and outdoor art in one 
location is a rare opportunity. 
 
 

Dr. Sharon McCoubrey is Associate 
Director of the Faculty of Education 
at Okanagan University College in Kelowna, BC. She is an art 
education professor and researcher; Chairperson of the Lake 
Country Public Art Commission; and Chairperson of the arts 
festival, Lake Country ArtWalk. 

A selection of medals created over the years by Geert Maas 

Horse and Knight 
Bronze 

50 x 46 x 77 cm 

Goddesses Of The  
Universe 

Multimedia Installation 
750 x 750 x 425 cm 

Ancestry 
Multimedia Installation 

1250 x 700 x 300 cm 

Building Communities 
Bronze & Stainless 

Steel 
79 x 48 x 189 cm 

Geert Maas 
Sculptor & Painter 

At work in his studio 



 In Memo ria m: E. B. Cox  
   Objects of Design      by Conrad Biernacki, Public Programs Manager, R.O.M. 
 

              Although there is no precise definition of an art medal-
lion, it is usually considered to be a decorated piece of metal, 
typically disc shaped and less than six inches in diameter. It can 
be awarded for merit or issued to commemorate an event or per-
son. An art medallion can also be created purely as a work of art. 
              Unlike many types of art, an art medallion is best ap-
preciated when held in your hand. It is meant to be palm-size, so 
you can move it away to appreciate its overall theme and compo-
sition. Tracing the relief with your fingertips encourages you to 
think about the design in a way that is not possible with a  
painting. 
              In addition to feeling the design, you also sense the 
weight of the art medallion itself. You then turn it over to study 
the other side. You feel it gradually warm up from the heat of 
your hands. A kaleidoscope of sequential images holds your at-
tention as you tilt the medallion back and forth in the light. It is 
no longer a cold slab of metal , but a picture that you have 
brought to life. There is no other art like this. 
              Art medallions trace their history to the Renaissance 
and to the artist Antonio di Puccio Pisano (c.1390-1455), com-

monly known as Pisanello. He is be-
lieved to be the creator of the first Ren-
aissance portrait medal and originator of 
the modern commemorative medal. 
Ever since, the art medal has been con-
sidered a form of artistic expression. 
The tradition of giving medals as sym-
bols of achievement, honour or reward 
continues to this day. 
              Medals have enjoyed long-
respected status in Europe, but not been 
much appreciated in Canada until re-
cently. Our demand for commemorative 
medals began in the mid 19th century. 
Initially these were ordered from Britain 
and France but by the turn of the 20th 
century, medals were being made by P.
W. Ellis & Co. in Toronto and Caron 
Frères in Montreal. In the early 1900’s, 
well-known Canadian sculptors Louis-
Phillipe Hėbert and Alfred LaLibertė 
created our first artist-signed medals. 
Emanuel Hahn and Robert Tait 

McKenzie, also distinguished sculptors, 
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designed medals in the 1920s and 30s. 
              Since the 1960s, Canada’s in-
ternationally renowned medallist Dora 
de Pėdery-Hunt (b. 1913) has created 
more than 500 medals. (She sculpted 
the image of Elizabeth II that was used 
on all Canadian coins made from 1990 
to 2003.) Dora also introduced Canadi-
ans to art-for-art’s-sake medallions like 
her “Summer” and “Winter”.  
              “Throughout history there al-
ways seems to be the need for small, 
more individual pieces of art that can be 
fondled, handled and lovingly held in 
one’s hand,” explains Dora. “When I 
make a medal, I first hold the clay in my 
palm, where it nests comfortably. I al-
ways hope that one day, the finished 
piece will nest in another palm and give 
the same joy that it has given me to cre-
ate it.” 
              Dora has inspired a number of 
Canadian artists to make medallions, 
including Del Newbigging, founder of 
the Medallic Art Society of Canada in 2000. The group’s first 
exhibition was held in Ottawa two years ago. Once you see the 
intriguing variety of art medallions and meet some of the artists, 
you’re bound to find a miniature work of art that you can not live 
without. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conrad Biernacki is the public programs manager at the Royal 
Ontario Museum and can be reached at: conradb@rom.on.ca. 
Visit the ROM Web site at: www.rom.on.ca and click ROMLife 
for the latest courses, lectures and workshops. 
 

This article appeared in the Toronto Star on Saturday, April 17, 
2004 and is reprinted here with the kind permission of  
Mr. Biernacki.  

Reverse of Lord of Rimini 
Portrait medal by 

Pisanello    c. 1445 
Cast lead    95 mm diam. 

Winter 
by Dora de Pėdery-Hunt 

Summer 
by Dora de Pėdery-Hunt 

Award of the Playground 
and Recreation  

Association of America 
by Tait McKenzie 

The Prodigal Son        Cast bronze   109 mm    
“The loving embrace by this father for his son was a creative idea that I  

wanted for my own medal collection. The reverse side shows a spoon and a 
bowl of hearts. The lettering on the reverse says, 

 ‘LIKE FOOD THAT FILLS AN EMPTY BOWL, SO A HOMECOMING 
CONTENTS A WONDERING SOUL.’ 

This medal was created by my friend, Jeanne Stevens-Sollman” 
Del Newbigging 

These birth medals are an example of commemorating an important  event 
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Artcast: Celebrating Forty Years of Casting Creativity in Canada 

Few people would guess that the rela-
tively small industrial building at 14 
Armstrong Ave. in Georgetown, Ont. 
has been the creative centre for some of 
Canada’s most significant sculptures. 
Over the past 40 years Artcast Inc. has 
become the leading art foundry in Can-
ada. Many sculptors have relied on Art-
cast to produce their work in bronze, 
aluminum or stainless steel.  
     These include “Remembrance and 
Renewal,” by Colin Gibson, at the Juno 
Beach Centre in Normandy, France; 
“The Endless Bench” by Lea Vivot, 
now in front of Toronto’s Hospital for 

Sick Children; “Triptych “, eight feet, ten feet and twelve feet high 
by Gord Smith inside #33 Yonge Street, Toronto; “Glenn Gould” 
on a 6 1/2 ft. bronze bench, by Ruth Abernethy, outside the Glenn 
Gould Studio in the CBC Building in Toronto; “Al Waxman the 
King of Kensington” in Toronto, also by Abernethy:;  “Nineteen 
Critters” each three feet long, in front of Metro Hall, Wellington 
Street, Toronto by Cynthia Short;  “Millennium Thumbprints,” a 
collection of 2000 individual thumbprints outside the Kitchener 
City Hall, gathered by Charles Baker, Christopher Griffin and 
Marshall Ward; “Seven Canada  Geese” with a seven foot wing-
span in Sarnia near the Blue Water Bridge by Siegfried Puchta; 

“Olympic Arch” with sculp-
tures by Collette Whiten, at 
the Olympic village en-
trance, University of Cal-
gary; “Tom Thomson” by 
Brenda Waynman Goulet, to 
be installed in Huntsville, 
Ontario; “Alexander Wood” 
by Del Newbigging, to be 
unveiled in the spring of 
2005 and many others.  
     Artcast has also devel-

oped an excellent reputation 
as a producer of small works. 
These include the medals of 

Dora de Pédery-Hunt, who has worked with Artcast throughout 
the 40 years. It was Dora’s demands for perfection and high  
quality that led to Artcast’s ability to produce top-class medals. 

              Behind Artcast is the dedication of Eric Knoespel. 
In 1964, Eric and two partners, Barry H. Hadley and Allan T. 
Rice, established a precision casting company in Georgetown 
called Mid-Canadian Investment Castings Ltd.  Prior to set-
ting up the foundry in Georgetown Eric worked for four 
years as a supervisor in all phases of 
a precision casting foundry in 
Brampton, Ont. The company  
produced precision castings by the 
“lost wax” process in ferrous and 
nonferrous alloys. This process in-
volves making a mold, and then in-
jecting wax into the mold to create a 
wax duplicate, which is later melted 
out of a ceramic mold prior to cast-
ing the metal.  
              Castings were produced in 
both ferrous and nonferrous alloy 
for many industries, particularly 
aircraft and aerospace, and occa-
sionally the work of sculptors. 
Mid -Canadian continued to provide sculptors with casting 
and processing services. When the demand for artists’ work 
increased, a separate art casting department was created 
within Mid - Canadian. After 
five years, Mid - Canadian was 
re-named Cercor, with Artcast 
as a division. 
     By 1979 Eric had moved to 
the Georgetown area with his 
wife Siglinde, daughters  
Andrea and Mona and son  
Marcus. He purchased the  
Artcast division of Cercor from 
his partners and set up an     
independent foundry devoted 
strictly to art castings. The ex-
pertise of precision casting was 
applied to the production of 
high-quality fine art castings. 
An early important piece en-
trusted to Artcast was the large 
sculpture of John Diefenbaker, created by Leo Mol in 1986.  
It was the first bronze sculpture of a Canadian Prime Minister.   
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A  selection of medals cast by Artcast 

Del Newbigging Alice Teichert Frances Gage Mary Ellen Farrow Anne Lazare-Mirvish Yoshiko Sunahara 

Remembrance and Renewal 
by Colin Gibson David Chadwick  

&  
Marcus Knoespel pouring molten 

bronze into a mold 

Patination of the Alexander 
Wood maquette 



whole shop. We’re there for the artists.” 
     Personnel at Artcast work closely with artists at 
every stage of the process. Artists are always wel-
come to observe and consult with the operators. While staff has 
the technical knowledge to fulfill the artists’ vision, they also 
have a feel for the sculpture, which helps to realize the end 
product. With the artist present, changes, if required, can easily 
be made. 
     “We recognized quickly what is important to artists,” ob-
serves Eric. The success of Artcast is based on this combination 
of technical expertise and artistic sensibility. Eric has come to 
see that “an artist puts life into a sculpture”. It is the job of  
Artcast to capture and retain that spirit in all its work. 

It was cast in Canada and placed 
on Parliament Hill in Ottawa. 
              At Artcast, Mona and 
Marcus are shareholders and 
currently part of the managing 
team. There are 14 people on 
staff, most of whom have been 
with Artcast for many years.  
All are highly skilled and ex-
perienced to fill such various 
positions as wax technicians, 
mold makers, ceramic shell 
technicians, foundry operators, 
casters, welders, finishers and 
patina technicians. They enjoy 
the variety of work, noting that 
every day is different. 
              Eric feels the same 
way. “I personally like dealing 
with artists,” he says. “Each one 
is unique, and as a whole, very 
pleasant to work with. They are 
very individual, and that’s what 
makes them artists.” 
              Eric remembers most, 
if not all, of the artists he has 
worked with. “After forty years 
there are a few artists who are 
no longer with us, but they have 
left their mark on earth large or 
small, for thousands of years. In 
no particular order, they are 
Martin Kastner, Sam Kagan,  
Alice Winant, Charles Daudelin, 
Louis Archambeault, Augustin 
Filipovic, Cara Popescu, Almuth 
Luetkenhaus, Harold Pfeiffer, 
Elizabeth Williamson, E.B.Cox, 
and Maria de Nagy, to name a 
few.”     
               Artcast’s 40 years of 
success are the result of this ap-
preciation of artists by everyone 
in the company. “We like what 
we do and artists know it,” adds 
Eric. “It’s a personal business 
with the commitment of the  
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Alex Husveti E. Bradford-Holbrook Alison MacNeil Ray Scott Dora de Pėdery-Hunt Eleanor Konkle 

                    A selection of medals cast by Artcast 

Cathy Knoespel, wife of Marcus, 
started in the office on a part time 
basis four years ago. Since May 

2003 she has worked at Artcast  full 
time. 

Mona Melançon  
with daughter Eva 

The Artcast Foundry  
is just north of Toronto in  

Georgetown, Ontario, Canada 

Marcus Knoespel 

Stan Yeung  
Mold & Patina Technician 

Jim Wilson 
Welder & Finisher 

Holly Atkinson 
Wax Technician and also 

works with clients 
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 2004 Medal Making Class at the Mississauga Sculpture Studio  
 by Eileen Millen  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saulius Jaskus, Vice-President of 
MASC, taught a course in medal 
making at the Mississauga Sculp-
ture Studio from January 6th to 
March 9th, 2004. He has taught 
several other classes at the studio 
including Non-Objective Sculpture 
in clay and Soapstone Carving. The 
group really enjoyed having 
Saulius as an instructor. 

Saulius spent time with his mother who had suffered a stroke 
before this class started.  We would all have understood if he had 
cancelled or postponed the classes however he kept coming back 
to the studio in spite of the great difficulty getting across Toronto 
during rush hour for the classes which started at 7 PM.      
Saulius talked about all the stages of medal making and gave de-
tailed demonstrations.  We especially enjoyed his method of 
showing us what can go wrong by showing samples from his 
own experience. 

              At the first class, Shirley Erskine said that 
medal making was new to her.  She put the experi-
enced medal makers to shame by showing up for 
the second class with three nearly completed med-
als in plastelina. The rest of us were still trying to 
come up with ideas. 
              Nancy Webb made a soapstone owl me-
dallion.  She was able to make a beautiful plaster 
medallion with fantastic detail from a mold. Holly 
Atkinson who works full-time at the Artcast Foun-
dry brought in patina samples and got us a special 
offer on casting through Artcast. A few of the 
completed medals were chosen for the FIDEM  
Exhibition 2004 in Portugal 

 
 

               

NEW CANADIAN DOCUMENTARY 
Dora: The Magic of the Medal 

Produced by Laszlo Siki 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE VERSION SCHEDULED FOR TV 

THIS FALL 
WATCH FOR IT 

Rogers OMNI Television 

MASC   
Would like to say thank you for contributions to 

the AGM registration bag to: 
 

Canadian Numismatic Association 
Kwik Kopy, Belleville 

Paul Petch 
AMSA 

(American Medallic Sculpture Association) 
ARTCAST 

                                 

STEP UP TO BAT! 
 

MASC members are spread all over 
the globe. This could make it difficult 
for each member to contribute actively 
in our society. This doesn’t have to be 
true.  
Many members have written articles 
for the newsletter.  
Now, it is your turn. Start to think 
about writing something for us. It 
could be about your favourite medal, a 
medal you are creating at the moment 
or any aspect of medal making. You 
will need drawings or photographs to 
accompany your story. 
Don’t let us down. Make a home run. 
Be an active member of the team.  

Saulius Jaskus demonstrating 
medal making technique 

Lorraine Wright & Eleanor 
Konkle participate in the medal 

 making course 

Holly Atkinson & Ray Scott 
examine patina samples 

Ray Scott & Saulius Jaskus 
discuss mold making 

A work in 
progress by 

Deborah Dass 

Left 
Lorraine Wright’s  “Love and Life” 

medal at the mold making stage 

Right 
The finished 
product in 

bronze 
Barn Owl 

By 
Nancy Webb 

Left 
A portrait of 
her father  
in clay by 

Lorna  
Hendry 

From left to right:  
Lorraine Wright, Saulius Jaskus, 
Lorna Hendry, Eleanor Konkle & 

Deborah Dass 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations Dr. Anne 

 

MASC Honourary Director, Anne 
Lazare-Mirvish, along with husband 
Ed and son David were recently all 
awarded honourary Doctors of Law 

degrees by the University of Toronto. 



MASC was invited to hold 
their AGM in connection 
with the 50th Anniversary 
Convention of the Canadian 
Numismatic Association 
held at the Holiday Inn Se-
lect in Toronto on July 10, 
2004. The MASC Registra-
tion table was manned by 

Eileen Millen, Sarah Taylor, Linda Mazur-Jack, Ray Scott, John 
Carolan and Del Newbigging. MASC members were invited to 
view the vast displays of coins and medals on sale as well as the 
displays of historical coins. Del Newbigging had prepared a 
medal display entitled, “My Marvelous Medal Adventure: The 
Creation and The Collection”. This exhibition showed his work 
with medals from 1998 when he created and purchased his first 
medal up to the present 
              The AGM was chaired by MASC President, Susan Tay-
lor. Susan welcomed MASC and CNA members to the meeting 
with special greetings to Geoff Bell from Shediac, New Bruns-
wick and Earl Salterio from Calgary, Alberta. Secretary Linda 
Mazur-Jack read greeting letters from Roger Hannam (Cork, Ire-
land), Ann Pollack (Great Neck, NY), Jeanne Stevens Sollman 
(Bellefonte, Pennsylvania), MASC Director Geert Maas 
(Kelowna, BC) and MASC Director Alice Teichert 
(Campbellcroft, Ontario). Treasurer Ray Scott gave a detailed 
financial report. Membership Secretary John Carolan reported 
that about half MASC members had renewed their membership 
by the due date. He emphasized that the renewal date is the same 
every year, Canada Day, July 1st. Only one reminder will be sent 
out this year in our effort to keep all of our members. 
              “behind the MASC” newsletter editor John Carolan an-
nounced that the next issue would be ready for shipping in Au-
gust. Numismatist Geoff Bell advised that there should be more 
articles in the newsletter for collectors. MASC is driven by artists 
but without the collectors we have no patrons for our talent.  
              Del Newbigging gave a presentation to MASC Directors 
Dora de Pédery-Hunt and Anne Lazare-Mirvish who have com-

pleted their term of office. 
The Council had decided to 
give Honourary Director 
status upon them at the last 
meeting. Having been with 
MASC since the initial 
meeting on July 16, 2000 
both  have contributed 
much to the growth of the 
society. Anne had been an 

original member of the American Medallic Sculpture Association 
(AMSA) as well. A special medal was given to both retiring di-
rectors from MASC. This medal, was designed by Del Newbig-
ging while in attendance at the AMSA Trout Run Workshop in 
Pennsylvania, was cast by MASC Director Richard McNeill and 
engraved by MASC President  Susan Taylor. In her acceptance 
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MASC 3rd Annual General Meeting 
                                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 7 

speech, Dora thanked 
every single member of 
MASC and especially Del 
for believing in medals. 
She rightly referred to 
herself as “the mother of 
MASC”. Anne especially 
thanked Del for his in-
spired and hard work 
which allowed MASC to grow in such a short time and said she 
was looking forward to an exciting future with Susan Taylor. 
“Many groups have tried and failed but we want to be a group 
who is remembered because we have succeeded,” she said. 
              A major exhibition of 
medals, reliefs and possibly 
small sculptures was an-
nounced for September 21st to 
October 8th, 2005 with the ex-
hibit opening  taking place on 
September 24th  from 1-3 pm at 
the Canadian Sculpture Centre 
in Toronto. The Entry Call for 
the exhibition will be printed in 
the next newsletter. It was also announced that Saulius will be 
teaching a medal-making course for the Royal Ontario Museum 
in the fall. Doug Taylor, John Carolan and Del Newbigging 
were thanked for putting up the permanent display of medals at 
the CSC. 
              In the closing remarks, MASC Vice-President Saulius 
Jaskus thanked Paul Petch and the CNA for hosting our MASC 
AGM. He expressed his appreciation to the numismatics who 
love money as much for its beauty as for its monetary value. 

The MASC AGM was followed by an Educational Fo-
rum on Medals. This 
forum was organized 
and conducted by 
MASC and CNA mem-
ber Paul Johnson as 
moderator. The first 
speaker was Royal Ca-
nadian Mint engraver, 
Susan Taylor, who 
gave an illustrated slide 
talk on Canadian Coin 
and Medal Designing. The second speaker was Scott Douglas 
who showed slides of the coins and tokens of Toronto in the 
1800’s. The final speaker was Michael Turrini, from California, 
who talked about the Carnegie Medal and its Canadian connec-
tion. The special Carnegie Medal was awarded at the time of the 
Springhill Mine Disaster, October 23, 1958, and folloging the 
sinking of the Titanic on April 15, 1912. MASC is especially 
grateful to the CNA for arranging this excellent talk on medals 
and their history. 

The MASC Council 

Del Newbigging, Dora de Pédery-Hunt  
& Anne Lazare-Mirvish 

Dora de Pédery-Hunt  & niece Ildiko  Hencz with  
Earl Salterio  and Geoffrey Bell behind 

Paul Petch, Eileen Millen,  
Eric Knoespel and Paul Johnson 

Michael Turrini, Susan Taylor, Scott Douglas 
and Paul Johnson 
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If you would like to have one of your medals featured, 
please send a good photograph, informational details 
and a short story about the medal to the editor. We will 
print as many as possible in future issues. 
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The Medal   
 

Dragon Skull 
by Ray Scott    

Bronze     2004 

Gollum 
by Ray Scott 

  Bronze    2004 

Canada’s leading  
sculpture foundry 

Trusted by sculptors 
for 40 years 

• Casting bronze, stainless steel, aluminum,  
        silver and pewter     
• Enlarging, mold-making, polishing, patinating  
• Modeling and pouring wax, sculpting tools 
• Repairs and restoration 

‘The Sculpture Casting Company’ 

14 Armstrong Avenue 
Georgetown, Ontario, L7G 4R9 

Tel: (905) 877-5455    Fax: (905) 877-0205 
www.artcast.com      info@artcast.com 

 

behind the MASC  
23-25 Heartwood Drive,  

 Belleville, ON, K8P 5M2, Canada  
newcar@sympatico.ca 

Editor: John Carolan 
 

 MASC Council                                            Board of Directors 
 President: Susan Taylor                                Eric Knoespel 
 Vice-President: Saulius Jaskus                     Geert Maas 
 Secretary: Linda Mazur-Jack                        Richard McNeill 
 Treasurer: Ray Scott                                     Del Newbigging 
 Membership Secretary: John Carolan          Yoshiko Sunahara 
                                                                        Alice Teichert 
 Honorary Directors                                    
 Dora de Pédery-Hunt                                   Director-at-Large 
 Anne Lazare-Mirvish                                   Judi Michelle Young 

Joining MASC 
To join MASC send your cheque or money  to: 
MASC or The Medallic Art Society of Canada 
23-25 Heartwood Drive, 
Belleville, Ontario, K8P 5M2, Canada 
 
Membership fees are: 
Individual (Canada & United States)         $40.00 
Individual (Overseas)                                 $45.00 
Businesses & Institutions                           $60.00         

 

Welcome New Members 
MASC welcomes the following new members and 

expresses appreciation to them for their support and 
membership. 

 

Mr. Bruce Armstrong, Pickering, Ontario, Canada 
Dr. Neil Guthrie, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Mr. Doug Taylor, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
Ms. Erin Taylor, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

 

For Today’s Collector 
 

In the second issue of “behind the MASC” a Pisanello medal with a  
mysterious background was featured. In our last issue we ran this story  
and showed images that were not actually of the medal featured in the 
story. The images shown here now are correct. 
                                           

This medal has now been evaluated at US $200,000. The owner,  
Jim Coffey would like to sell the medal. He is willing to sell it for US 
$45,000. If you are interested in owning an original Pisanello medal, 
contact: 

Jim Coffee by telephone: 573-334-9781 
or by email: coffey.jm@pg.com 

Don Inigo de Avalos, 
Master Chamberlain of 
the Kingdom of Naples 
(documented between 

1435 and 1471). 
Bronze, cast 

78.5 mm diameter 


