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Welcome Back MASC!

Inside:

Welcome Back medal enthusiasts. It has been a while. We are
starting off 2015 with a New MASC Council and are planning
our revival to get back on track.
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There are great opportunities in the next few years that we really
can’t miss. We are placing a proposal to exhibit, at the Montgomery
House, for later this year. In 2017, Canada’s 150 anniversary, 2016
we have submitted a proposal to exhibit at the Fort York Gallery
with the theme of the Great War – 1914 - 1918. In 2018 we have
the first FIDEM conference, taking place in Ottawa.
We hope you enjoy our newly formatted e-newsletter. The move to
digital will allow us to use more colour, bigger pictures and unlimited
pages. Our feature story in this newsletter is to showcase the 50 years
of successful service provided by Artcast and our show of appreciation
to Eric Knoespel, his family and employees for their continued
support to MASC.
The second feature in this newsletter focuses on the Canadian
Exhibit and MASC members medals that were submitted in the
FIDEM XXXIII Conference. It was my great privilege to attend the
conference in Sofia, Bulgaria last September with Lynden Beesley
(Canadian Delegate) and her husband Henry and Susan Taylor
(vice delegate) with her husband Doug. It was inspirational and
motivating to see what one city can do for the medal Arts. Hopefully
we can return the favour and show the world our creativity and
dedication to medal making in Canada in 2018.
Finally I would like to introduce to you the New MASC Council
that is committed to bringing MASC back to life. I look forward
to hearing from you about your ideas or newsletter material and
seeing you at the next exhibit.

Lorraine Wright
President, MASC
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Artcast

50

Years of Service

Artcast Inc. has its roots in precision industrial
casting. It began in 1964, the brainchild of Eric
Knoespel, Barry Hadley and Allen Rice, a precision foundry known as Canadian Investment
Casting. Later it was incorporated to become Mid
Canadian Investment Castings Ltd. They became Cercor In 1974 when the three partners
sold shares to Cercast of Montreal.
In 1964, Mid Canadian produced its very first
non-industrial casting, a Fiftieth Anniversary
Coin for Milton Hydro Electric. Cercor was
primarily a high quality industrial foundry
and on the odd occasion artists would request
castings of their sculptures. Word spread that
this was the place where you could have your
artwork cast with the reliability and quality of a
big professional investment foundry. With the
challenges of artwork came the need to modify
the casting process to accommodate strange
shapes and various wall thicknesses. The
demand for fine-art castings was large enough
that Artcast was created as a division of Cercor.
In 1979, Eric branched off on his own to
expand the Artcast division into its own
Foundry. Artcast continued to share space
with Cercor until 1981 when it moved around
the corner to set up as its own entity. Artcast
remains there today at 14 Armstrong Avenue in
Georgetown ON.
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Eric was happy to bring his three children
Andrea, Mona, and Marcus, into the company
during their teenage years. After high school
each went their own direction. Andrea moved
away in the 1980’s. It was in 1988 when Marcus
and Mona came back to Artcast where they

Author Erich Knoespel
assisted in establishing a foundry in Thailand.
Artcast still has connections with the Thailand
Foundry but the majority of production occurs
in Georgetown. Mona was a major part of the
customer-relations team and ran the Thursday Toronto office until her passing in 2006.
Marcus, having worked his way around the
departments of Artcast became a large part of
the technical team. He is currently president
and a shareholder of Artcast. Eric has retired
but still comes in for visits to the foundry from
time to time.
Keeping it in the family, what was once Mona’s
customer-relations position has now been taken
on by Marcus’ wife Cathy. Marcus and Cathy’s
son Erich has taken on special project co-ordination including the fiftieth anniversary event
and gallery show Rückblick at the CSS in 2014.
Erich can also be seen on the production floor.
Projects vary from the beautiful medallions
produced by such artists as those associated
with MASC to monumental pieces like the
recent 1812 memorial produced by Adrienne
Alison in 2014.
With industrial precision and knowledge at its
core, Artcast’s past fifty years have established
the importance of quality in its production
from original to patina. Art is and always will
be a huge part of Artcast Inc.’s success. For the
family and staff it is also felt that restorations,
reproductions, proto-types, architectural
elements, current technology, and project
management are integral to keeping Artcast’s
image alive for at least the next fifty years.
3

2014 was a big year for Artcast
The shop was full of work, the web site was re-launched, an open house was hosted at the foundry,
and an art show, called Rückblick was held, at the Canadian Sculpture Centre.

The “Artcast Quality” Crew
At Artcast, the highly skilled team of diverse individuals who each bring their unique skill sets to
the process. Many of these crewmembers have been with Artcast for over a decade, some for over
twenty-five years.
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The Artcast crew, (L-R) Erich, Marcus, Dave, Yuri, John, Patrick, Holly, Stan, Charlene, Andrejz, Blair, Cathy, Graham
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Triumph Through Diversity
Triumph Through Diversity was unveiled on November 6th 2014. The
monument, sculpted by Canadian sculptor Adrienne Alison, sits beside the
East Block on Parliament Hill. There are seven lifesize figures standing on
the stone base facing outwards. The silhouette of this monument is powerful
and memorable.
Sculptor: Adrienne Alison

Rückblick

Author Erich Knoespel
2014 was a year for us to thank those who
have helped us get to where we are today and
to show others how we got there. Rückblick
exhibited works from 1964 to 2014 all in one
space. The show was full of Canadian bronze
sculpture from a wide range of sculptors with
a wide range of styles.
It’s said that if you stand still long enough at
Artcast, you’ll be cast. There are a few pieces
that aren’t what you’d traditionally call “art”
but certainly had earned their place in the
show. There was cast driftwood, pinecones,
acorns, a trout, jeans, shirts, and even a bee’s
nest. Some of this “Sh*t We’ve Cast” was on
display at the gallery. It goes to show how
bronze is truly a fine art medium.
I’ve been asked on quite a few occasions “what
is Rückblick and why did you chose that”.
Typically shows that show a history of an artist
or in our case a foundry are known as retro-
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spectives. I agree that “Retrospect” would be a
good name as it is simple and that’s truly what
the show was but I didn’t feel that it was as
unique as Artcast. Artcast is Canada’s premiere
art foundry and I wanted something that would
make people think… something different than
the rest. I looked to the history of the founder,
Eric Knoespel (my Opa). I decided to do a little
research and find what German galleries called
their “retrospect” shows… well it turns out that
they just use “Retrospekt”… with a “k”… not
unique enough for what I wanted. I then just
decided to translate retrospect and came across
Rückblick, it’s different and it means what I
needed it to mean.
So for us Rückblick is more than just the
German word for retrospect or looking back.
To us it also means attention to detail, stunning
finishes, customer service, highly experienced
staff, and a professional art foundry you can
count on just as others have been for 50 years.
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Medallions
“Artcast ...beautiful medallions
produced by such artists as
those associated with MASC...
established the importance of
quality in its production from
original to patina.”

Click medals to enlarge

NANCY WEBB

NANCY WEBB
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HOLLY ATKINSON

DEL NEWBIGGING

DAVID GENERAL

DORA DE PEDERY HUNT

DORA DE PEDERY HUNT
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NEWS FROM THE
CANADIAN MINT

ROYAL CANADIAN MINT STRIKES CIRCULATION COIN
TO CELEBRATE 200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF
SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD

KINGSTON, ONTARIO, JANUARY 11, 2015 –
As Canada approaches the 150th anniversary of
Confederation in 2017, the Royal Canadian Mint
is proud to launch a two-dollar circulation coin
celebrating the 200th anniversary of the birth
of Canada’s first Prime Minister, Sir John A.
Macdonald. The coin was unveiled today at Sir
John A. Macdonald community birthday celebrations in Kingston.

To further commemorate this milestone anniversary, related numismatic coins are also available
to order now on www.mint.ca/canada150 and will
be available at Mint boutiques as of January 13th:

• A $10 silver coin with selective gold plating
featuring an original portrait of Sir John A.
Macdonald by Canadian artist Joel Kimmel
($69.95);

“Today we are celebrating the Right Honourable
Sir John A. Macdonald, an architect of Canada’s
Confederation and one of our country’s most
important political figures,” said the Honourable
Joe Oliver, Minister of Finance and Minister
responsible for the Royal Canadian Mint. “His
profoundly influential story as a historic nationbuilder and fierce defender of our values and
borders now has a permanent place on a circulation coin which will touch Canadians from coast
to coast to coast.”

 • A $20 silver coin featuring a striking portrait
of Sir John A. Macdonald by Canadian artist
William Lazos, against the backdrop of the
original Parliament Buildings ($89.95); and

“The Mint is proud to share great Canadian
stories, including the remarkable Sir John A.
Macdonald on our coins,” said Marc Brûlé, Interim President and CEO of the Royal Canadian
Mint. “As Canada counts down to the 150th
anniversary of Confederation in 2017, the Mint
will continue to honour people and events which
have shaped our nation and we will soon ask
Canadians to actively participate in our program.”
The coin’s reverse image was designed by
Canadian artist Glen Green and is inspired by
archival photographs of Sir John A. Macdonald.
Limited to a mintage of five million coins,
Canadians can start looking for this coin in their
change, attend coin exchanges at special events
in select locations across Canada and at the
Mint’s Ottawa, Winnipeg and Vancouver boutiques, or obtain limited quantities through an
online coin exchange at www.mint.ca/canada150
(limited to Canada only).

 • A $100 14-karat gold coin featuring an
original portrait of Sir John A. Macdonald by
Glen Green along with one of Macdonald’s
achievements, the completion of the Canadian
Pacific railway ($599.95).
About the Royal Canadian Mint
The Royal Canadian Mint is the Crown Corporation responsible for the minting and distribution
of Canada’s circulation coins. n ISO 9 1-2008
certified company the Mint is recognized as one
of the largest and most versatile mints in the
world, offering a wide range of specialized, high
quality coinage products and related services on
an international scale.
For more information on the Mint, its products
and services, visit. www.mint.ca
Images of these coins are available by visiting
ftp://communications:RCM2007@ftp.mint.ca.
For more information, media are asked to contact:
Christine Aquino
Director, Communications and Public Affairs
Royal Canadian Mint
Telephone: 613-993-9999
aquino@mint.ca 11

FIDEM in Review
September 2014, five of us, the Canadian
FIDEM contingent of Susan and Doug Taylor,
Lorraine Wright and Henry and Lynden Beesley
made our way to Sofia, Bulgaria to the 33rd
FIDEM Congress. Bulgaria was fascinating
with its long and tumultuous history. It had
been conquered and settled by many invaders
from the Greeks to the Soviets as we found out
on our varied and interesting tours around the
countryside.
The Congress plenary and educational sessions
were held in the Triaditsa Hall of the Grand
Hotel, Sofia. The Congress was opened to the
sounds of folk songs and bagpipes by FIDEM
President Phillip Atwood and Professor Bogomil
Nikolov, the Bulgarian FIDEM delegate and
chairman of the organizing committee for the
33rd Congress. The Congress medal exhibition
took place in the National Archaeological Museum. The medals were displayed in cases around
the second level balcony. At the opening We
were entertained by a wonderful male voice
choir of Acapella singers.
We attended lectures, a sand casting workshop,
the medal fair as well as a city tours and a tour to
Plovdiv, the cultural Capitol for 2019. There were
many openings of student medal exhibitions and
an exhibition of Professor Nikolov’s work. We
were hosted at social functions such as cocktail
party and a lovely formal dinner. We took time
out to explore on our own to shop and to sample
the various restaurants. It was an interesting
Congress and well worth the visit to Bulgaria.

I would like to invite everyone to attend the next
FIDEM Congress in Belgium in 2016. It will
happen in the cities of Ghent and Namur. Yes
two venues. I am sure you will not be disappointed if you attend. The medals for this
Congress need to be there by November 15th
2015. I will send out the information as soon as
the forms are ready.
A special FIDEM in Belgium commemorative
sculpture is to be fabricated using medals from
all countries. If you wish to take part the bronze
medals should be sent to Paul HuybrechtsFIDEM Belgium, Swertmolenstraat
3 B-3020 Herent, Belgium by May 15 2015.
There are also workshops taking place during
June & July 2015 in the Artist House “Art-Valley
51” near Louvain. The period of the workshop
will be divided in parts between 1 and 2 weeks.
In each part, there will be space for 4-5 artists.
As well as the design of the medal sculpture
participants will have the opportunity work on
other creations, with specific themes. This will
be discussed at the beginning of each group.
More details will come soon. Perhaps one of
you would like to take part?
Hopefully this article will make those of you
who are not already part of FIDEM interested
to find out more. I also look forward to your
participation in the 35th FIDEM Congress in
Ottawa CANADA, A medal opportunity of a
lifetime.
Respectfully Submitted by
Lynden Beesley, FIDEM delegate
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JEANNE BATES,
Kelowna, British Columbia
Flower, 2013
148 mm x 100mm, bronze

LYNDEN BEESLEY,
West Kelowna, British Columbia
Gorget de 1812, 2011
105 mm x 90 mm, bronze
Unicorn Amulet, 2014
98 mm x 83 mm, bronze

2014 ROYAL CANADIAN MINT,
Ottawa, Ontario
Governor General’s Academic Medal/
Médallie académique du
Gouverneur général, 2012
52 mm, bronze
Reverse Side

GILLIAN DONALD,
Ammon, New Brunswick
WWII hero Irena Sendler, 2013
135 mm x 100 mm, resin

a

Dr. Greg Donald. BSc MD CCFP FCFP,
2013 - 88 mm x 87 mm, bronze resin

a

CANADIAN EXHIBIT

a

a

Click to view
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Click to view a

MAGDALENA LESNIAK,
Ontario
Basic Social Cell, 2012
100 mm x 100 mm, brass

Wind Riders, 2012
110 mm x 95 mm, bronze

Multiculturalism, 2012
70 mm x 70 mm, brass
Oh Womaaan, 2012
82 mm, brass

Erotica II, 2013
Erotica III, 2013

Mount Pearl, Newfoundland & Labrador

Dr. Andrew Nelson, 2012
85 mm x 83 mm, resin

HILARY QUIGLEY
Toronto, Ontario
Lobster Claw, 2013
90 mm x 25 mm, bronze

SCOTT MCKINNON
Kelowna, British Columbia
Bright Star, 2013, 100 mm, bronze

Catch a Shooting Star!, 2013
100 mm x 125 mm,
sculpty clay and acrylic paint

a

ELAINE JAQUES,
Toronto, Ontario
The Opening, 2011
85mm x 100 mm, bronze

BENJAMIN MERCER,

GEERT MAAS,
Kelowna, British Columbia
Erotica I, 2013
110 mm x 93 mm, bronze

a

KENNA GRAFF,
Beaverdell, British Columbia
Portrait of a Stag, 2013
109 mm, bronze

a

a
a

a
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ART ELLIS,
St. Catherines, Ontario
Battle of Queenston Heights 1812,
2012
93 mm x 7 mm, bronze
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Click to view a
JULIA TROPS,
West Kelowna, British Columbia
Desislava, 2013
90 mm x 95 mm, bronze

T H E B O R D E R , E X H I B I T AT F I D E M

ANDREA YERMY,
Toronto, Ontario
Dance One
90 mm x 120 mm, bronze

a
a
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MICHAEL MESZAROS,
Victoria, Australia
Martin Luther King’s Dream, 2013
112 mm, bronze
Colman Speed Honours Award, 2013
60 mm, tombac
Lawrence Bragg Medal, 2012
60 mm, tombac

ANNA-LISE DEERING,
Edmonds, WA. USA
The happy couple - happiness at last, 2013
98 mm x 4 mm, bonded brass

a

Meltdown F2 2013
98 mm, Silver, plastic, copper aluminium

LORRAINE WRIGHT
Toronto, Ontario
Texan Dragon, 2013
73 mm, bronze and swarovski crystals

a

YOSHIKO SUNAHARA,
Toronto, Ontario
Meltdown F1 2013
95 mm x 98 mm
bronze, silver, plastic, copper, aluminium

OUR MASC MEMBERS ACROSS

Martin Bergmann Arctic Medal
100 mm x 150 mm, bronze

ANNA MESZAROS,
Victoria, Australia
Sunrise/Sunset II, 2014
78 mm x 90 mm, bronze
Shadows, 2014
52 mm x 100 mm, bronze

a

SUSAN TAYLOR
Ottawa, Ontario
O Canada, 2014
90 mm x 62 mm, Lucite set in wood
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Images of Outer Space, porcelain
The Order of the Abstract, 2013

Meet the new MASC Council
Lorraine Wright - President
Janine Lindgren - Vice President
Paul Petch - Webmaster & Treasurer

a

ANNA SHAPER POLLACK,
Newton, Massachusetts, USA
Prelude, 2013
100 mm x 14 mm, unique sterling
silver, hand wrought and etching

a

MARIE JEAN LEDERMAN,
New York, New York, USA
End of the World Necklace, 2013,
150 mm x 80 x 30 mm, unique fabricated:
fine silver, clam shell, brass, meteorite,
baroque pearls, seaweed, tiger’s eye,
Indian dragon’s head.

Andrea Yermy - Membership Secretary
Directors -		

Past Presidents -

Art Ellis			

Sarah Tothill

(2011 - 2014)

Eric Knoespel		

Doug Taylor

(2010- 2011)

Geert Maas		

Paul Petch

(2008 - 2010)

Richard McNeill		

Sauliius Jaskus

(2006 - 2008)

				

Susan Taylor

(2003 - 2006)

				

Del Newbigging (2000 - 2003)

Thank-you!
JEANNE STEVENS-SOLLMAN,
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, USA
Murry’s Munchies Unsalted, 2013
100 mm, copper, bone fabricated, screen
Heraldo, 2013, cast bronze
Through the grass and into the future,
2013 unique fabricated etched copper

a
a

ROBERT A. ONGARO,
ANN ARBOR, MI, USA
Self Portrait, 2013
128 mm x 100 mm,
unique cast bronze

Special thanks to Sarah Tothill, past president and Kris Bovenizer, past vice president for
their time and effort in the last few years in MASC. I would also like to thank Ray Scott for
his many years as treasurer as well as Hillary Quigley, Antonio Louvado, Eleanor Konkle
for their years as MASC directors.

Next Newsletter
Don’t miss our next Newsletter with featuring ”Bronze in Education”

Behind the MASC
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MASC Membership 2015
• three newsletter issues a year
• invitations to exhibits
• associate with other medalists

Join or renew membership for free in 2015!
Let us show you that we can do in 2015 and membership dues will be
requested January 1st 2016, for membership in the 2016 calendar year.

MASC Renewal or New Membership Application
Name:
Address:

Telephone:
Email:

Please fill in the above form and EMAIL to info@medallicart.ca
OR
PRINT and (New Address) Mail to:
Andrea Yermy
The Medallic Art Society Of Canada
412 Roncesvalles Ave. Suite 115
Toronto, ON M6R 2N2
Preferred Digital Newsletter format

PRINT

Single page
Double page
Interactive		Not Interactive

MASC MISSION Statement
The Medallic Art Society of Canada is dedicated to the
creation, promotion, appreciation, and education of the fine art of the medal
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